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Murderous rampage of gay-

Has Sydney overlooked an ‘epidemic’ of up to
-80 murders motivated by the hatred of gay
men? Rick Feneley investigates.

1
avid McMahonisthe
gay manwho got
away. He will rieves

ambasned and pasneg imanag
dragged him (6 a Bondi cliff
avhere theirieader told him: "I'm
gunnathrow you over the side.”

In December 1989, the
Zé-vear-old McMahon managed
to escape and outrun his assal-
ants among a mobof about 18
wenagers, Theyincluded four
girlscheering onthe boys

Othermendid not get away
from murderaus gangs on the
same cliff-top path. These cases
have been widely publicised and
were part of awave of "poofier
bashings” in the late 1980s and
carly 1990s
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But NSW did notexperiencea
mere wave of gay-hate crimes. "t
wasan epidemic,” says Sue
Fhompson, alawver and the for-
mer NSW Police Force gay liaison
co-ordinator. The epidemic
extended to the Manly cliff-tops
and the porthern beachesand

regional NSW, and mightadd up
1o glmost B0 murders.
Tragically,” says Thompson,

in those clitf-top murders - often
officially called suicides or acci-
dents - the teenage bashing gangs
were theexperts and police the
amateurs. Itis time to right that -
WIOngE ' °

Thompson worked with Steve
MeCann and Steve Page., thetwo
homicide squad detectiveswho
exposed the flaws in the original
folice investigations that found

lohin Russell, 31, and a 25-vear
i evision newsreader Ross
th 1 thetr

SLAEC COTOner facgy : Milledge
found they were m ed and
codemned the otiginal investig-
ationsas “lacklustre” and “grossly
inadequate and shameful

During her 12 vearsin the gay
liaison role, Thompson used
police intelligence data to record
46 gay-hate murdersin NSW
between 198%and 19949 The
criminoiogist Stephen fomsen
supported that with his finding
of 50 betw 985 and 19495
These statistics, as sens:
they were, never made hig
lines. And they didntgoclosetn
accounting for the full scale of
the gav-hate murder rampage

Fheywere based only on
reported homicides. They did not
clude cases explained away as
aths by misadventure” or dis-
appearances. Theydid not
include any dismissed as sui-
cides, suchas the death of Scott
lohnson, the 27 -year-old gay
mathematician found at the base
of Nogth Head in 1988 - and
whose Ametican family has
finally sonvinced authorities that |
he may well have been murdered

Thompson and Tomsen's taily
of closeto 80 cases spans from
the late 1970s to the 90s. Almost
30 of them remain unsolved

Secret police tapes captured
teenagers convicted of killing
oneman boasting about their
involvement in dozens of uther
gay bashings, but it was not
enough evidence 1o charge them
with a single other attack

Former detective-sergeant
Steve Page. now in corporate
security, sayssociety would not
have accepted so many unex-
plainediillingsof women, chil-
dren, teachers or doctors. “We
dropped the ball,” he says. But
now the gay-hate gangs are
approaching middie age

I'hey've beenliving with the
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Doyouknow .
what happened
to these men?

These cases are unsolved
musrders, deaths or disappear-
ancesthat have pither been es-
winch may it tne (BIEQOT\/ -
fuller ist appears at smh.co-
mau, although it omits some of
the almost 30 unsolved cases
noted by the former police gay
liaison co-ordinator Sue Thomp-
son and the criminologist Steph-
en Tomsen, in some cases be-
cause the victims families pre-
ferred notto be mentioned Not
all victims were necessarily gay
it is possible their killers mistook
themfor beinggay

-

Ross Warren 25 WINTV
news presenter, disappeared
at Marks Park. Tamarama. July
22,1988 (originally dismissed
as accident, coronial finding of
murder in 2005)

Gitles Mattaint 34 disappeared
around Marks Park, Bondi-
Tamarama, September 5, 1985
(coroner found in 2005 it was 2
Iikely murder)

John Russelt, 31, thrown from
cliff, Marks Park at Bondi,
Nevember 24,1989 (originally
dismissed as accident, coronial
finding of murder in 2005)

Raymond Keam 43 martia
arts expert, savagely bashed in
Alison Park, Randwick Park,
January 13,1987
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Cyril Olsen, 64 bashed, then fell
inte Rushcutters Bay and
drowned, August 22,1992

Gerald Cuthbert, 27, stabbed
64 times, Paddington unit,
October 17,1981

Scott Johnson. 27, naked body
found at base of North Head near
Manly, December 9, 1988 Police
announced $100,000 reward in
February this year after coroner
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Peter Sheil

Peter Sheil. 29, was not gay
but his body was found in
anareaknown asagay
beat. withhistrousersre-
moved, at the base of achiff
at Gordons Bay, northof
Coogee, inApril1983. if
Crispin Dye, 41 wasgay, he
also had attractive girl-
friends and had beenen-
gaged to be married atone
point. Along-time manager
for rock group AC/DC he
was bashed todeath near
Taylor Square in 1993 Both
men'’s families stilldon't
know why they died Isit
possible they were kilied
because someone as-
sumed they were gay?
They talk tothe Herald as
part of our investigationin

overturned original finding of suicide. Good Weekend.

says Page. “Afewofthem
attarelieve that bur
ve these poorfamilies

guile
might wa
den ang
SOINC ANSWEES

Fhe head of the homicide
squad declined to be inter-
viewed. Instead, police issued

this statement: “Anumber of
¢ deaths were investig

q
il
by Strike Force Taradal
by Page! and briefs put be
the coroner, whoser

determine thecau fdeath
Investigations into the death of

scott Juhnson are being reviewed
by the unsalved homicide team
ITanyone has any information
that could assist police in any of
these mattersthey should con-
tact Crime Stoppers

Mavid McMahon, almaose: 24

vears after he was attacked, is
reclaiming his name and put-
ting it to this stary He refusesto
hveinterror He hopes that
some of his attackers, or their
cheenngspectators, can find as
muchcourage “"Hevenoneof

them has the gutsto tell the
truth, maybe we can solve some
of these crimes

Do youknow more?
Email
rfeneley@fairfaxmedia.com.au




