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Police van keeps bashers at bay

For the last two weekends, night-
time revellers on Oxford Street have

been greeted by a stranger ulgltt than

usual — a large

right on Taylor Square.

It is not there to keep the gay -
population in check, it’s to keep tbe .

bashers well away,

Yesterday the Acting Police Com-
missioner, Mr Tony Lauer, offi-

cially opened the mohlle police X!\ || |

station.

He said the trial runm wn:

successful and the van would
improve police relations with the
local community, speed up police

response to calls for help and L0

reduce crime.

The van is staffed by at least four |
police officers and operates from

6 pm to 3 am on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights. The mobile

post was set up after liaison with |

gay clubs and organisations.

Mr Terry Tournoff, a manager
of the Oxford Hotel on Oxford
Street, said there was extreme
concern over bashings, and there

had been talk of establishing a

vigilante group.

However, he sald hotel patrons
were now wholeheartedly behind
the mobile police station.

Two months ago, » man queneing
to get into a nightclub was seriously
bashed about the head by a group
of eight youths, ‘

. Last week, two men wcte‘
" attacked on Oxford Street by two

buluns at 11 JOpm. When they

attackers threw himsell onto the

boanet of the car and triul to break
its window,
Ms Sue Thom Gny and

Lesbian Client G onsultant
for the police, said she md received
12 complaints of bashings in the

last month. Between late Septem-
_ber and early December, seven
people have been arrested or

cmtiom for nti-guy mclu

The police have conducted an
eight-month campaign to encour-
age members of the gay community
to report bashings.

“Police have idtnliﬂed three
maia groups in particular who have
expressed their appreciation of this
new service,” Ms Thompson said.
 “They are the elderly, toupm

diniag out in local restaurants and N

| _thegnymmmunily The station was  station will mske a tremendous
| ,.jfpmllinned rlgm on Tny!or 'munre‘«

difl’w!nte.

-----

Beating the bashers ... Conswble Rod Mathoeon Ullkb to locnlu at tlw new ()xford
Street mobilg police station.

hailed a cab to escape, one of the *

P trupg by MICHELE MOSSOP

to preveat crim .
and to lnstil Inhngu of safety and
confidence throighout.”

The member for Bligh, M{

Clover Moore, s1id the decrease in
violence in Kings Cross following
the increased number of police on
the beat showe! that community
policlmg worked

“1 believe | aving a mobile

nlw uld

}w l

enforce the law |

L

17_0001




