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Aftitndri1 .. ;;;,d w:.i,.i;io~ ··roi··;."ea;;-. -~,..-,e~l!. -MTG'allo~dre~ 'b,~k Mt rwc biR red •htadtd roa~·r~~ hiil'oi;io .: * ;~'";;jiJ''j;;;",i.o~"iiJ's'"'tb'' ~';ijt:l;';t; 
On Detc:mbrr 28. 1988, a Tuts~fay for J kick. lobnn)' 111"d another ho1y .dtsplfr hi$ wi(n!'ldf i.mily - ha, b«n 1h~ir 11-11 i rudn I!> homosc,xu11.111y rot 

ni1b1, a 50•_~at .. old _ mu called Di11 Jom••h•n j11mped. on Jolm~on's, head. I· "'lb~ s•r avcn,er'" by some IQC lir•t lim,e. Dayunffl!la,d. •~me 
Allen left his home 1n Nc!>wton Lan~ tiny blood ves.Kl1 in 1he: liPing, tir ! fJ rortn,tenacn;i 1nd11.1cce:J1 kid, c;or1tacttd ttH: artd ~tht )!Ouih 
lo drive a rew hundred nttlT"C:'$ IQ 1be brain burs!, and, I 'po,;k,el ortht IQ q $Lnpg or sar·blduns murde~. worli:erst,Htll us lh~.,r.'~~81)'. TI!qi 
Aln.andria PHl.. Thert, · _ -----~--·--• hll~ 'oii;vc{h•d ~,1,yont to 
around a public ll'>ile1 on • . talk tqll beforc1 S011u: 
1bt' ed,St of 1lle (l!lr~. he kids.. w1110 w~ren't s y, 
11.oped 10 find ano1he:, man tal~cd to the pol~C'Cl'.'' 
10 h~vt 5e~ with. One bQ~ told or hi~ 

The 1oile:1 was well catHI of -aw111t, ai:id 
lmo,,,..n in 1he: "'ea as. a robbe/i<M 9f ga)' m1m, 
homom1ual "beat'" - and whoti! be J,idl 1p1:lbe~ of 
p11mculHly we.II known 10, tlJJ . to s,,®(I ii a c11111e. 
~iPny ohhe ,1ude;nh, at 1.he Pcth~p, chi; loug~rU, 
high ,enool on me o(hct le,.,t re:tep,1ivc ;)'oun1• 
.1i.de of the ,ood. lttt'Uigt irers were four Aborigi• 
gang, fri:,quenlly l1tJt up tlld )'et1th1, The)' refu~~(f 
Ute nun bul. few potcntlill 10 abandon lhcir halt~ 
\•ictims ~eemed dc1c-rrt'd. and oontinued to boa1t 
Some were con ridcnt o'f their weekly S:atutd~y 
enough to lea,,·e lhtlr pllo111e niaht poofler~bulli na 
.numbers scrawl,d 011 1h,. e:ipwilions. But a few 
1oile1 wall. w«b later one nit~bct 

A )'0Ulh wo,,let tstimlt~~ ·rhlt 50 
per cent or local 1cc,nost> hoy~ ho.,·~ 
been asked It)' their ,a alc-s IQ gq 
poof1er,n11.sb1ng, or li ,11/e actl 1:·1y 
1ahn part. 011e, , rn,11 blond ybiang 
mu, nlltd J.ohnny. w1-~ chars~ by 
p~Hci: after one b shins bm admrm­
l$ht"d by a 1m1gi'i-trnte nd ,~h:ui::d. 

, On thal Tucs(lay, Flill /1.lle·n w;is 
,11,·11gd)' bHten. He ~taggercd back 
to hi., home, lcaYfos hiia car nur 1ti1> 
pa,~. He was blc'edinjJ frttl)' but did 
no1 <!1111 the police or 30 am'bul,an(t. 
A:t home, in hh bi11hrnom, he lrLed to 
~lnn tbe bloO<I f,0111 his (1ce and 
body bu1 pllind our. 

T~c -.e11.C day, t. he police fo._.nd his 
body i ~ the li11tb. AfleJ IWO ~,s of 
police inv-6uis.11tion, no w,imusu 
ban· comt" forwurd and no charges. 
hillYc b,c,cn' l.iid. 

0 D 0 
On a wazrn ummc-r·s evenina IJ 

month, ,1rtrr IHII AlleD di«:d, nine 
yo~na frit n d~ m.:,1 for a pme of 
llukcth~ll in 1ht gymoulum al 
CIHi:land Streel High ~hool. foSl 
before 9 pm the same was ovtr. One 
of the nine ,yo11nJt"r (ncnds, Jimmy, 
lef1; 1h~ r1:m21im11g eight i.kylarbd. 

Clt~cland Sire-cl Hig_h School llad 
moved from lri. dcpreui111g Vi(iorian 
brick-imd,111~ hal\ b"!'ildin~ np~i!c: 

of lh, wotk$h,L)p tt11,i1; 
Bmce - a 1,ay 111u11n III l:lo 
h~d once 1;,c;en ~ s oy, 
!>at.her hi~self ~ · t~1~ 
one ol' lhc b-0?$ •~ il 
bus•!>lc!>f), 

llaK.li~..a~ "Ui, how ya doin'1" a 
WayneToi:,k,8 and Cleveland Street High School where he t.nught, bo~ a~ked • l,1 wi,s ell~ 

lta&t rtsp,Qnisi1,•c o( Che 
fretd blood put pm• "I wu1hercbut I w1un,'tin\'olved." rour, sullen 1htn h111 now ~mili11t, 
sutc on 1he bruin. Millailovi<i admitted. •·.! ,-~ppo~ you•~ $dll lm11i~g 11s 

Dun Howard, a "Are ynu prepued co ll:11 us about 1.1p, Dn1ce sll:1d. 
burly 13, ynr,old, it'.'' ' ;ako:t Mc<:~nn. "Yef." ':Nuh.'" rc:r,.llt'd 1h,: bo)', "we're M f 
dropped hal'd on his McC a110 left the room :ind <loing ~ha, any mo,e. Tha,l W•>rksho1p, 
lmttli on lhc righ1 side mur11til whla two Polaroid photo- 01 1hc scho_ol. 1h01 wits goCid., tli?" 
Qr Joh1uon''t. rib cagt'. graph·~ from th(I ~ase file. Thty were Otspltc: lhe arra.rcnl ,11.1«.e:u of lhc 
'line loop or t11erlb cage pi cturt!i of (be dead R i chatd John- wothho p, du: re 11115 bee 11 no fol i 
l;'Omprc,nd and ,even wn. "'lbvc: y ,ccn him btforct' low-up. •·Oh, I don't lhinlc the sc 0 1;11 
ri1bs mapped. ,\& How• "Yes.. that's im."' ~ ii~ follow i1 ur,·· ~hane Qro~n ys. 
ard'1, kneH conlin.utd "Wh31 d:o you v,ean1" . It llbt;l<lP~oun11,i1othei:i,ol1ce. U111 
~o dnve doljWnwud, 1he "Thu~'!> •he blokf: the boys bathed, so r.1, 11 ha5 been 'l'tr)' 11.1cces~ri1I. t 

1plin1c•rtd ribs, ~rove into the li,,·er b,u I ,~un·1 involved."' hin-cn·1 henr~ of any s11y ~a~hi11s1, 
and _ga,lh.l!id it Qpen "'ith ;ii u,ar Is TI1ar lviH the brea'k1.tuougb. i::i,e a!ound here m:cntly_. Tht~ b, d~fii • 
tent1me1tt-s. loA-g and eight «ntimt• olhtr )outh5 were confronted w11h n11el1 " ch;,ingcd mmudc. 
frel dtt"p . . Blood bqan to fill tile Mihallt•vic'J ;i,dmi,iions and a11 aixt1• Since the workshori, 20 lqca! l~t n• 
amlomin&I C.O.\'i!y. ' ra1e pic:1we graou11lly tmt'rged. All agen. :mi.nil)' ~Ludents rr<>m <:'le:, e, 

Lu'ke dropped on his tt'lets on the cigh1 \ltere tharged bur, d('.Spil·t 1hc h1od Street H 1sh - lPtJlt ti ,: ht 
other ' ~ide or the cht~L Waynt'. ~ ptotts1s of polL~e and the gay months producins 1111 e~u~al ion 
17•Yf:lllt•Old ~chool rD01balhrar, hclt C:Ol!lmu n,1y, ttic four youngesl - vtde~ •~ C~illlt'nF,e h_omophobia , 
and tlfl.td the \•i(tim'$ poclc:e1s. The;' 1.u1 , fo1lilthon, Mark .a nd Luke - d1i.trim1n11uon nm.I \'1oknct. rhe 
jtunptd on John!iOn,'J ,groin liO hni:1 wcr~ pefmi1ted to rliu1d gulhy 10 24,minute dram 11. '/'n,,1t 11r t,,,t, Will 
th1.1 bii 1bkk 1cni111 jc::in5 plll 11lon_g mans.la111:h1cr. b_e, launche~, hcxl we~k b ,u~1i ce, 
tht- seam1. H1i .car wa!> urped. hti At lht: C'lev~1and Sueel High l~hz~bflh IE1r111t1, pro1dcn1 o( 'lhi! 
no~ broken, lu5 bowel a11d 1C$1Ct School, hta!l and students were in l·11m1ly Court, 
b111i$Qd and blcc;dins. i.hock tll the c:hargts. Some or 1.he Heron: his death, Rk~otj! Jah11~on 

After two miH1C$ lh au a.ck, aC'cuied were uill goin8 to 1he s.ehool, ~mi 1mb1ow.n ~nd nlonc iWI a ttr11111ge 
s1opped •nd tbe _yo1.1ng, men uun, ot hild. brntheu,, ~i.ren.. 11no friends t•I)'., Now his ~•~e a~d the: ;n1.11nct 
IC r«I off and 5pl •• u,p. the, c. r1:1c her& We·re In C ftai1 ng I'.)' Qr h I 5 d,c Pih bi.ve 11\&P'I r~d ~ nc iii y.ay 

Xuan ,Hoan,g Cao pallffit by lhc wa,rrh;~ about lh<t viokncc bu1 no c~n;im1:1,nil
1
)' or1a11i.1,J1ion 10 f1 gJlt 

r,ark 1g11r; 1r11f s.aw 1hc: (onn of what araan111cd 1.t1elll\pi was made to "'101encr, 11iic Richard Jo!uuon Foun• 
he-iooi to~ a drunken n111n lying on confront ii. d111lon. Other groups. sutlJ 11-t 1bc Gay 
the ground biu did nol llppro1ch. In 1na1, late la.t1 )'c:ar, the four arid 1.esMan, Ria,Js Lobby, c1r·e 

A1 II pm, ari hq11r 11fter 1hey had yot1ngc:i.1 pltadtd suiilly 10 man, P,Utlina incr~aUd prnsurc on C"duea, 
bashed Rl.thard Johnion. Jonachan slat1,1htet and *ere nntenttd l(? tion 1u1tior11ies. . 
nnd Wayne want h1,u;'k. TIie)' found minimum, tttmi or 4!/i 10 eight yea'rl, .. Tc:.d1crs; need 10, 1den•lfy wJi~ber 
him an his ,id~. H~ ,at Uf), coughing . Alc:1 Mihailowic. Delft Ho\lfard, tlltir tludenu ara; ii:.volvcd in b,uh• 
and shomittg iu they approi,dtcd: !ohn~y bnd, Wayne faced ,a lil'lurdcr i1nr," HYI th~ lob~)"• Dru4 Omni. 
thinkfot •ptrihapi. 1h!i.1 they would Jury 10, u !.\lfC:IIJering courtroom in ,.I ihc ,chooh <:an iden1i,fy and 
a~ta~k ae,a1n. They rol lcd ~i m b;~ck on' f.ebma 11, J ul5,1 O•er • year after I hey di1r1:~ly cha,lle'!at I ht' \l'lolem:c, ,Ilic(! 
111, s1d~uid w,;n1 ho111e. 1he)' did not lc1Hed R1(h11rd Jobpso:n. Anhe cn.dor will bc.t ma;or 11:npan In 11 ~horUlme, 
ea11 _ro, 1'\c:lp, even arion)'mo1aly. lhtl!~ wtc~J lhc JUry r~itcd .. Mtfr A dirctlor wi!h the Depi.1 h>r 

R•c~Hd J(1hi'bOfi's he-11,. h.td been. more lt.illll '14 noun; or d1KLIH!On ID litb~I 1!4uc1t1on. M' litlt , c,,. 
pump1n:B blcod rrorn the ,~sh io hi, an o~·trli13h1 lc,clc-up, •hey ,e1111rned lowil,, said lbe State 1 ~•nr 
livt'r (oro"..er •:!1 hau·r. Marc Iba~ haJr wi1h •~ei, venHc11: Mih11ilovk, How• c1.1rr1cutum ahul:ly i ,chhll'lll th 



SLlitC 01'1 the b rauJ. 
l),ean Howard, a 

bul)' 18,:,ear-old, 
d ~oppcd bard on :hit 
kncu. on th~ rialu ,Me 
o( John1on•, ~ib cage. 
The- Loop t>f the rib ~ugc 
compresgd, and ~c\'!!'l'i 
rib• in1pped. As now• 
11 Fd's t 111ed c~n tiin ut-iJ 
19 drive downward. the 

1plll\ttttd fib5 drove into the liV{'t 
and gashed it opc:n wil'h a 1131 I S 
~en1·imtc~s h,1111 1nd c-igh4 centime., 
trcs dtcp. Blood began to fill' the 
abdoml,r111 ~ .viir. 

Luke dropJ.'>M on hil kntts on 1h~ 
01 rter side ,of the eh~1. W,1.~ne, a 
I 7~yu,-.ci,ld school lbmbilll I M,11r, Ii: 1tch 
and tifltd •~e viq•~•, poele1s., thr:y 
jumpt:d <In John$0:111 1

$ grl)in so har4 
that hi~ thiclc denim jr:11u Jplit aiopg 
1 he $~illm1. •Ii~ . i:11 ~ wa~ 1 iprcd, hh; 
n q,,c broki:,r, Hi 5 bow-d and teslc-s 
bruiti:d 110d bl~C"dln1-

i{f1er IWQ min~ti:~ tbi: 11111ck 
11i11;1:pptd and lhc ,)'OUf18, men 1-111,10• 
ti:ri:d off a,~d iplJt 1,1f). 

Xua1t Hoaog C'tio p-1md by ~he 
park alilain aQd saw tbe f1um of what 
he took ~o b(, 1 dflll o ken man I yi ng on 
i,h.e ground buJ. di4 ,iol :1i,,pro,d1. 

At 11 plri, ai. fioll{ ai)e1r l~ey hid 
bashed Rld1ard fohn10o. Jonalhan 
ill IHI W1y11e Wlllil b11ck, ri,c)' ro,rnd 
hirn on hi! 11de. He Ht ur, ,coughin8 
and ,hourins 11i. they ipprna,chtd,· 
l~inl,.,ing ·perli•p~ tha, Htt)' ""o~ld 
ni111cl aipin. The)' ro1 ltd ~im back 011 
l, 1 !I iide 11:nd wi:ri,1 .home. lbey <Ud no, 
e.ull ro, hdp, cV,;p 1111~Hl)'lnOU$I)'. 

Rh:h•n:1, Julin~Dn', hearr hi.d been 
~um.pins blcod' fri':im 1hC" g:ash. l1t llij 
'li'vc r for Q'Yenn hour. M i:m; 1 hnn half 
the 'l;)lood in i'lh body now la)' in his 
aii.dom1n1I caYtly And hh Mood 
1,m:si.urc bad dropped ~thic-ally. m 
heart wtnt into palm and hit ,kin 
~g~t'i to cool. tk lo~t Con!ltiopinCH, 
a11111), 1 for I h.l: l111s• • i me. 

At 11,IS 'p,m; Michael McN..-mara, 
an off,d,uy fl'651al wmkcr, watt.ed bis 
dos pa,t the park. He s1oppcid 11,1 
$t.1i;~ard Johnson' :,, bod,)' i1nd !B(lped 
Joh1t1on·, foot with hi:s.. Herdt for a 
JIPI~ hu1 wuldi mn find onr.1lle Jkin 
w111 cold. MeNama.,a tan hQ!llC, nmg 
!he p<>lke Hd ambulance. and 
hrouaht hh wife - a n111nc - baik 10 
lhe pii!flt, Al 11.12 pm, .an ambula:n«: 
~fficer, Oary_ Wi,lli!,, ,hont a Jigb1 
into Johnwn I dead eyn, 

The ne:ict di)', Sydney's morning 
11t-wsp1~r1 and btc-&kfa11 radio b.ol• 
!cd-.s. ~rricd 1be ~,ary of tb,: mu,du 
in Alexndria. On~ hy anf, 1 e' eighc 
young men heard 1hcy h11d till~ 
JohnJoDI) and began, for 1hc fi r~I Ii m it 
'I!) wotry. Ttui,1 a rte,110011, 111 about I h; 
time a fori:n:s.ic patholoti~t. Dr Jol1u11 
oonou, btgan thl' PO>l•morlem -
seven or Chtm met 10 roowt't a story'. 

Mlh ii<1"1c 1dm111ed. 'i 
~A r_ eo _r1)u ~H JIJf~. lo tell ,kl~ llbfill 

ii?" as'ked ~«:;'l!lnni ... Vt-1.,. 
1 

McC ,um lefl tlhe rpam and 
rM1:1tnitd with !'i'IIO Nlmrcid pho~, 
graph~ fr{lm lh~ c.1111e fiJt. They wer~ 
pinurt!I of lhc dead Richiud Jo1m, 
~on. ··1111v1: y 1,een him l)efl:i.re;?'' 

,;ye!. 1hat'1 ' lm.i• 
~wh:n do :yoi.. rcan•r• 
wni.ac•!> the bi ok I hto bi::,~:1 bll$bc:d, 

bm I w•Jn't invo vc-d.'. 
Tli3t wu the br111ak1hrou1h, The 

mhcr ) o 111 h, wer~ con fl'On red , "fith 
MI b1 ai lt111ic;:'1 ~dm issi ons ~nd 11n 11c,-u. 
ra te !)itl'IIR Jradually tmerged, ~II. 
eight \\Cft" ci'l.araed but, dtipile the 
protcs1s o( polh:,e a11di tne gay 
commut11ty, O~i: four youngr,1 .,, 
tui1. foruuhon, Mllrk ud [uki: 
wefc prrrnined 10 phmd gu, I 1y ,0 
m~ni.l 1mgh ter. 

Al thr. Cleveland S·r,ee1 High 
School, hl#ff a.nd m1drn1, were in. 
ihoc~ Ill 01e charges. Scmc of 1ht 
ilttu!ied were , 1ill t;Ding 10 lht schoo l, 
ot had ~rothets, ~i'4.i:rs •nci (nends 
1ht-re. l'c:1chen iNuc increa,ingly 
worri-cd ~bout 1hl!' violence but no 
ora•nhed at1erup1 v,n made 10 
confront it 

h, ln•I\ latt IHt ye•r, Hie fouf 
101.mJct;t plea.dtd suilly to m1n­
.s.!au1Mer and wi;re 1entenced •o 
mmimurn 1crms or 4'1'1 to e-ight year.., 

Alex Mibailovic, Dean lioward 
Joi'ln:ny nnd Wayne raced a murder 
jury in, 11 swe-ltering ~~nroom in 
Fcbm;a1~. JIJl!j4 <>ve-r a year 1h.C"r 1hey 
'killed Rithud Johnion. AllhC" end o( 
tbree wttk~ 1'he jury rc~i,,rd . • AflfJ 
more than 14 hour ,or d1~au,!uon in 
a~ ovcrmght lock,up, rhey r<lum~ 
w1·1h 1~cir verdicts: Mihailo,,.k, How­
ard 11110 fohnny guilty or murder, 
Wayqi: gi.!illy of ffliHi$l11ugt.1cr, 

0 
NE ewcnina la l May 
four- months 11f1~r Rich: 
ard Johnson wa-. buhcd 
IG dcalh, a J5•)'Cat•Old 
ichool1e11cher, Wayne 

· Tonk1. inwitcd s.omro11c 
into hi$ 01.11 1t i\rt1tmoQ ,m th_~ Nonh 
Short-. 1ne u,;t da)',, h(1 body Wai 
di:Ka0vcnd 10 the na1 - bound hind 
and foDI, ~ p!asllc: bag over his bead .. 
He had _1;hed or uph)";da1ioni. 

Tonks te,Phone nklmbcr hu been 
found In • loilet at Aurmoo. Hjr 
dtalh WaJ II Jhock to the s1,tr 11nd 
ih.id-tnts. 11 Cleveland S1reet High 
School, where he taugh1. Uc was a 
po~la.r te~her, 01008h rtw t1udmill 
kn•w or hit homo1e:xualily. Th 
GO\'Clhlmcnt hu posted a $"°1, 
r~ard m1 tt.c: lonkl c:w, buc no 
w11n~~ hll~ eome forward, 

Mo~, urch murders rem11in 
u~t.olv~ btc.au1e: people wh hu11 
w1tncs.K<I them will almon 11e11er 
come forward. Behind Sydney'!; nwe­
t•Y hair murdeu, 1a.e detectivH 
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