. around a public toilel on

OFf the accused peaple in this story, |

enly Alex Mikailavic and Dean
Howard bear their real names. The
others. al the time of the crime, were
under 18 and as fuveniles must by law
be protecied from publiciny,

T IS where the batlers live,

In Waterlaa and Alexandria,
tiny workers' terraces nestle
beneath. Housing Commis-
‘sion high-rise f1als which
rasc in the 1960s in the name
‘of slum clearance, Many
| migrant families, often
devout Catholics from eastern and
southern Europe, seitled here.

Now, for the first time since it was
built more than a century ago, this

Inner-Sydney working-class neigh-
bourhood is seeing a4 wave of
renovation and gentrification as
younger people fram the middle
classes buy the old houses and do
them up. ‘

Some of the new residents are
homosexual men, Some of the older
working-cluss familics do not like the
changes 1o their suburbs and, when
they mre heing polite, they call the
newcomers “yuppies”, Their new
neighbours are as lareign to Waterloo
and Alexandria as the migrants were 30
years ago - and as readily despised.
. Poofter-bushing exists throughout
all levels of Australian society, but in
same places a lethal culture of this

| violence develops among leenage
boys. It has been happening in
Alexandria and Waterloo for years.

On December 28, 1988, a Tuesday
night, a 50-year-old man called Bifl
Allen left his home in Newton Lane
10 drive a few hundred metres 1o

On Monday the téenage killers of a gay Sydney

man will be sentenced, MARTYN GODDARD
reports on moves to get society to challenge
- homophobia and violence.

Now hc had moved to Sydney but _ An sunl had seen a

after six months had few friends.
He'd found a fat in Coogee and a job

 selling textiles, ‘

The phone rang, The yn{nas Yoice |

on the other end was full of sexval

promise and they made a lime (o
meet: 10 o'clock, “How will | know
you?" asked the voice, "I'll wear a
tie,” Richard Johnson promised.
The eight young (ricnds hid behind

.a low brick wall in a landscaped

section of the school grounds, They

| were screened by leaves and could

see Ihe road without being seen. "I0
he's o faggat,” said Johnny, "bash the
51 oul ol him," ‘ |

AL 10 pm, they saw a white Mazda
drive slowly past and park. They
stayed hidden as Richard Johnson

| walked back to the toilet and as he

went in they burst from their
hiding-place. First across, running
full-pelt, was 16-year-old Luis, As
Johnson emerged (rom the toilet
block, he “king-hit" him in the face
and the startled man fell 1o the

ground. He lay on his back, uncon-

scious or heavily dazed, ‘

The cight young men moved in.
Alex Mihailovic drew back his foot
for a kick. Johnny and anather boy
Janathan jumped on Johnson's head.
Tiny blood vessels in the linings of

ﬁroup of
Tongans in the park; if the police
came to call, Ihey would say the
Tongans had chased them from the
park, The Tongans, they would say,
must be the murderers. The next
night, the cight met outside a club in
Kings Cross and told Alex Mihai-
lovic = who had not been ot the st
meeting - whal to say.

. The police were already moving,

‘ﬁndm oul who had been in the par
(that night. The next day they were
\told the concocted story about being

chased from the park. Bul if the eight
young men were chased, they would
be rinnimg: Xuan Hoang Cao had

(seen them walking.

The palice kept knocking, Again
and again they were told the same
story. They spoke 1o Mihailovic a
week alter the murder: "Do any of
You boys wha were at the basketball
caurt have any information?” they
asked. Mihailovic hung his head,

They brought Mihailovic into the
Redfern station to be questioned by
the man now in charge of the cuse,
Steve MeCann,

McCann, a detective sergeant, is a

big red-headed man in his 10s who —

despite his wife and family — has been
m%fcd “the gay avenger™ by some
colleagucs for his tenacity and success

. Alexandria Park. There,

the edge of the park, he |
. hoped 1 find another man
' to have sex with,
. The 1gilet was  well
. known in the area as a |

e i O M

the brain burst, and a pocket af the

in a sining of gay-bashing murders.

-

believe, are hundreds of bashin
which are even less likely to be lom
aboul. :

"In these gang buh!ng on the
homosexual community,” laments
Steve McCann, the detective, “litile
or no help is given to our investiga-
lions by the victims of :imifn
bashings, Any results, quite frankly,
have been the product,of hard work
on our part.”
| Meanwhile, McCann has been put
in charge of a special Crime Informn-
tion Unit investigating several brutal
gay murders, including those al
Alexandria, Detectives believe some
of the crimes may be linked,

But coltures of youth violence can
be challenged. Alter Wayne Tonks's
denth, teachers and many studenis at
Cleveland Street High were ready 1o
accepl the need to confront the
viclence. Police and a local youth
worker, Shane Hrown, organised a
three-day workshop for the school.

More than 200 siudents between
Years 9 and 12 spent a full day at the
workshop, which was held at the
Alexandria Town Hall. Among them
was one of the teenagers awaitin
trial for the murder of Richnr
Johnson: he said nothing

"They had a very hard time of it,"
Shane Brown said. "Some were very
quiet, and others were very ouispo-
ken aboul their opposition to homa-
sexualily. Bul it was very easy 1o
challenge the hatred. Only 2 or 3 per
cent of kids hung on to their
hamaphobia, There was a real oppor-
iunity lor those kids to talk about
their antitudes to homosexuality for

(the Nirst time, Days alterward, some

kids contacted me and other youth
workers to tell us they were gay. They
‘ had never had anyone to
 talk to before, Some
talked to the police.”

career of | assaults | and
abher‘i&‘unr 1 11 e

e

where he was

'kids, who weren't gay,

Richard J#nson
and the toilft block
in Alexandria

killed. |

\ One boy told of his =
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Alexandria and Waterloo for years.

On December 28, 1988, a Tuesday
night, a 50-year-old man called Bl
M?cn left his home in Newton Lane
10 drive a few hundred meires 1o
Alexandria Park. There, -

Alex Mihailovic drew back his foot
for a kick. Johnny and anather boy
Jonathan jumped on Johnson’s head.
Tiny blood vessels in the linings of
the brain burst, and a pocket of the

big red-headed man in his 305 who —
despite his wile and (amily ~ has been
lagged “the gay avenger” by some
_ colleagues for his tenacity and success

in a siring of gay-bashing murders.

I It et THEESMNELY

around a public toilel on
the edge of the park, he
hoped g find another man
ta have sex with,

The toilet was well
known in the area as a
homosexual "beat” ~ and
particularly well known 1o
many of the students a1 the
high school on the other
side of the road. Teenage
gangs [requemly beat up
the men bul few potential
victims seemed deterred.
Some were conflident
enough 1o leave their phone
_numbers scrawled on the
toilet wall,

A youth worker estimates that 50
r cenl of |ocal teenage boys have
_‘g:cn asked by their males 10 go
poofter-bashing, or hive actively
taken part. One, a tall blond young

man called Johnny, wis charged by
police after one bashing but admon-
- ished by a magistrate and released.
On that Tuesday, Bl Allen was

savagely beaten. He «taggered back
1o his home, leaving his car near the
. park. He was blceding frecly but did
- not call the police ar an ambulance.
At home, in his bathroom, he tried (o
clean the blood from his face and
body but passed oul,

The neai day, the police found his
body in the bath, After two years of
ﬁolice invéstigation, no witnesses

ave come forward and no charges
have been' laid.

1 &lm) B |

On a warm summer's evening |3
months after Bill Allep died, nine
l’aung friends met for a game of

asketball in the gymnasium at
Cleveland Streel High School. Just
before 9 pm the pame was over, One
of the nine younger friends, Jimmy,
lef; the remainimg eight skylarked,

Cleveland Street High School had

moved from its depressing Victorian

brick-md—na;_lhl‘lt bb_xildig}z ‘n@ﬁs“ilc

splintered ri
and gashed it open with a tear 15

el

Wayne Tonks and Cleveland Street High School where he taught.

. [reed blood put pres-
| sure on the brain,
. Dean Howard, a
| burly 18-year-old,
A dropped hard on his
_ knees on the right side
of Johnson's nb cage.
The loop of the rib cage
compressed and seven
 ribs snapped. As How-
ard's knees continued
to drive downward, the
bs drove into the liver

centimetres long and cight centime-
Ires deep. Blood began to fill the
abdominal cavity, ;

Luke dropped on his knees on the
other side of the chesi. Wayne, a
17-year-old school Mootball star, knelt
and rifled the victim's pockets. They
jumped on lohnson's groin so0 hard
that his thick denim jeans split along
the seams. His car was nipped, his
nose broken, his bowel and tesies
bruised and bleeding.

Afler two minutes the aunack
stopped and the young men saun-
tered off and split up.

Xuan Hoang Cap passed by the
park again and saw the form of what
he ook ta be a drunken man lying on

the ground but did nel approach,

At 1l pm, an hour afler they had
bashed Richard Johnson. Jonathan
and Wayne went back. They found
him on his side. He sat up, coughing
and shouting as they approuched,”
thinking perhaps that they would
attack again. They rolled him biack on
his side and went hame. They did not
«all for help, even anonymously,

Richard Johnson's heart had been

Fumpin; blcod from the gash in his
liver for over an hour. Mare than hall

ad o bic Mecedi.

“1 was there but | wasn't involved,”
Mihailovic admitted,

“Are you prepared (o fell us about
in?' asked McCann. "Yes."

McCann left the room and
returned with two Polaroid photo-
graphs from the case file. They were
pictures of the dead Richard John-
»0n, "Have you scen him before?”

"Yes, that's him.”

“What do you mean?”

“That's the bloke the boys bashed,
but 1 wasn't involved.”

That was the breakthrough. The
other youths were confronted with
Mibhailovic's admissions and an accu-
rate picture gradually emerged. All
eight were charged but, despite the
protesis of police and the gay
cammunity, the four youngest —
Luis, Jonathon, Mark and Luke —
were permitted to plesd guilty 1o
manslaughter,

AL the Cleveland Sircel High
School, staff and students were in
shock ot the charges. Some of the
accused were still going to the school,
or had brothers, sisters and friends
there. Teachers were increasingly
warried about the violence but no
organised atlempl was made 1o
canfront it.

In tnals lnte last year, the four
youngest pleaded guilty 1o man-
slaughter and were sentenced 1o
minimum terms of 4% 1o eight years,

Alex Mihailovie, Dean Howard,
Johnny and Wayne faced a murder
Jury int a swellering courtroom in
Februaty, just over a year after they

killed Richard Johnson, At the end of
three ‘wmt‘? the jury retired. After

mare than |4 hours of discussion in
an overnight lock-up, they returned
with "1‘“;" verdicts: Mihailovic, How

lowski, said the
_curriculum alread

SCOI.76914_0002
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unity for those kids to talk aboult
their attitudes 10 homosexuality lor
the Nirst time, Days alterward, some

kids contagcted me and other youth

workers to tell us they were gay. They
srmeny  had never had anyone (o
talk to before. Some
kids, who weren't gay,
talked to the palice.”
One boy told of his
career ol assaults and
robberics of gay men,
whom he had robbed of
up to $5,000 at a time.
Perhaps the toughest,
least receplive young-
sters were four Aborigi-
nal youths. They refused
Lo abandon their hatred
and continued 1o boast
of their weekly Saturday
night poofter-hashing
expedilions. But a few
weeks later one memher
o of the workshop team,
| Bruce -~ a Ew man % ho
had once been a gay-
basher himsell — paw
one of the boys al a
bus-stop.
« THQ how yadoin’?" a
boy asked, It was the
least responsive of the
four, sullen then bul now smiling,

"1 suppose you're suill beating us
up,” Bruce smd.

"Nuh,” replied the boy, "we're not
doing that any more. That workshop
at the schoal, thay was good, eh !

Despile the apparent success of the
workshop, there has been no ol
low-up. “Oh, 1 don't think the school
will follow it up,” Shane Brown sovs,
Il be up 1o us and 1o the police. Hut
50 [ar it has been very successful, |
haven’t heard of any gay bashings
around here recently, There is defi-
nitely a changed auitude.” |

Since the workshop, 20 local teen.
agers = mostly students from Cleve-
land Street High - spent eight
months producing an education
video to challenge homaphaohia,
discrimination and violence, The
24-minute drama, Truth or Dare, will
be launchied next week by Jusiice
Ehzabeth Evaur, president of ihe
Family Court. |

Helore his death, Richard Johnron
was unknown and alone in 4 strange
eily. Now his name and the manner
of his death haye inspired a new pay
community organisation to fight
vialence, the Richard Johnson Foun-
dation. Other groups, such as the Gay
and Lesbian Rights Lobby, are
putting increased pressure on educa-
tion authorities. |

"Teachers need 1o identily whether

Y 4

their students are involved in bash-
(ings,” says the lobby's Bruce Grant,

“If the schools can identify and
directly challenge the violence, there i
will be a major impact in a short time,”

m lfrﬁ

A dircctor with the Depa
School Education, Ms Herti
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At 1L15 pm, Michael McNamara,
an off-duty postal worker, walked his

 dog past the park. He stapped at

Richard Johnson's body and tapped
Johnson's foot with his. He felt for a
pulsc but could net find one. The skin

_ was cald, McNamara ran home, rang

_ the police and ambulance, and

brought his wife — a nurse — back Io

the park. At 11.22 pm, an ambulance
officer, Gary Willis, shone a light
into Johnson's dead eves,

The next day, Svdney's morning
newspapers and breakfast radio bul-
letins carried the story of the murder
in Alexandria. One by one, the eight

 young men heard they had killed

R b N 0c  Johnson and began, for the first fime,

 before, Like thousands of young gay 1o worry. That a Lernoon, at about the
New Zealanders, Richard made the  ime a forensic pathologist, Dr Johon

 trip across the Tasman; he settled for Duflou, began the post-mortem,
more than nine years in Melbourne.  seven of them met 16 concoct a story:

M a burly you s
looking much older than his I8 years,
memorised the number. They walked,
sill skylarking, to a nearby phone
box but did not notice that a youn
an, Xuan Hoang Cao, u\{ their
leisurely walk. At 9.15, Mihailovic
ade m call. L :
Richard Johnson was lonely, Now
» he'd left his birthplace —
Hamilion, New Zealand - a decade

en with a tear 15 That

or had brothers, sisters and friends

. Bchool, where he tau

I wasn't involved.”
as the breakthrough. Th
other youths were confronted
Mihailovic's admissions and an

 rate pictare gradually emerged
eight were charged but, despite the

protesis of police and the gay
community, the four youngesl -
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Luis, Jonathon, Mark ind Luke ~ di

were permitied 1o plead guilty 10
manslaughter. - ‘

At the Cleveland Street High
School, stafl and students were in |

. shock st the charges. Some of the

dccused were siill going 1o the school,
there. Teachers were increasingly
organized atlempl was made (o

confront it :
In irials late last year, the four

- youngest pleaded guilty to man-
slaughter and were sentenced 1o

mnimum terms of 41 to eight years,
Alex Mihailovie, Dean Howard,
Johnny and Wayne faced a murder
Jury ine u sweltering courtroom in
February, just over a year afler they
killed Richard Johnson. At the end of
three wa:ki the jury retired. Afier
more than 14 hours of discussion in
an overnight lock-up, they returned
with their verdicts: Mihailovie, How-
ard and lohnny guilty of murder,
Wayne guilty of manslaughter,

NE evening last May,
four months afier Rich-
ard Johnson was bashed
1o death, a 35.year-old
schoolteacher, Wayne
Tonks, invited someone
into his it at Artarmon on the North
Shore. The next day, his body was
discovered in the Mat — bound hand
and foot, a plastic bag over his head,
He had died of asphyxiation,
_ Tonks's,phone number has been
found in 2 loilet at Anarmon, Hijs
death wie n shock 1o the staff and
students at Cleveland Street High
I. Hc was a
popular teacher, though few students’
new of his homosexvality. The
Government has posted a $50,000
reward on the Tonks case, but no
wilnesses have come forward,
Most such murders remain
unsolved because people who have
witnessed them will almost never
come forward. HBehind Sydney's five
Bay haic murders, the detectives

worried about the viclence but no

dation, Other groups, such as the ¢
and Lesbian Rights Lobby,
putting increased pressure on edu.
lion mwinorites, 0
“Teachers need to identily whether
their students arg involved in bash-
ings,” says the lobliy's Bruce Grant,
"Il the schools can identily and
dircaily challenge the violence, there
will be a major impact in a short t
A director with the ‘Depmﬁ\
School Education. Ms Hetti
lowski, said the State's secgodar
curriculum dlready nddress
roblems of homophobia an
ence. The Cleveland Sireet
shop worked so well, she belj
because a series of tragedies
students were ready (o listen.
where, it might have worked less w
“Bashings should be talked abo
and schools have a real rol
promoting awareness of the jssy
“We can put an end
violence,” Shane Brown say
education is the key, 11's essential Lo be
able 1o talk openly aboul the issue ol
I@masewhlily‘ at home and at school.”
i;Shumt Brown believes that the e

of gay-bashing around Alexandria
and Waterloo is al an end. But the
< tost has been huge, As the dead men.

are memorialised, and eight boys
spend their lirst years of adulthood in
prison, their story is already being
repealed in other suburbs, i
Sydney's five gny-hnu murders for |
1990 comprised 3 per cent of all NSW
murders for the year, How many
them, ask the detectives, the social
workers and the gay a s, mig
have been avoided?




