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By LUIS M. GARCIA

The Minister for Police, Mr
Pickering, has promised to invesii-
gate a Labor MP's claims that he
was told to “gel lost" at Kings
Cross police station when he
reported being bashed by sireel
thugs.

Mr Pickering said yesterday he
believed Mr Paul O'Grady's
claims were serious and should be
investipated by the NSW
Ombudsman, Mr David Landa.

Mr O'Grady, who attracted
national media attention earlier
this year when il became known
he was gay, revealed last night thal
the attack had taken place while
he was walking near Kings Cross
in March.

He said he had gone 1o the local

olice station to reporl the bash-
ng. but had been told by officers
there to “get lost™, despite his
being in obvious distress.

He then went (o Sydney Hospi-
tal, where he was kept overnight
and treated for i
n hroken
cheekbone and
other injuries,

The next
day, he had
ci:nrm p|l. lincd ’ _

nformally (o s el
the station offi- Serlous clalms:
cer, who had  Mr 0'Grady,
apologised. But no further aclion
appeared to have been taken,

Mr O'Grady said he had

“Police isnored ‘me after bashing:

decided not to publicise the atiack

at the time, nor formally complain
1o the Police Department, because
he thought the incidenl was
isolated.

Bul in recent weeks he had
received complaints, especially
from gay men, who clnimed they
had been heen refused help by
police officers after being
ussaulted in or near Oxlord Street.

One of the compluints involved
a man who wis altacked by Lwo
others in Taylor Square on Sep-
tember 21,

It was cloimed that twa police
officers were nsked by onlookers
to go to the aid of the victim, but
refused and wenlt into g milkbar Lo
buy spring rolls.

The officers had eventually
"strolled” to where the man was
being atiacked.

' In other cases, Mr O'Grady

said, people who had been walk-
ing through Hyde Park on a recent
Salurday night had complained
aboul being set upon by a group of
attackers,

*These people escaped and
when they rang the Sydney Police
Centre, they were told thal unless
they had been physically attacked
there was nolthing that the police
could do.” he said.

"It seems 1o me extraordinary

that the NSW toxpayers spend the | ;
best par of 1 billion dollars a ywt D
orce in matly |

and the police [

real and reasonable requests

“The police lorce needs ¢
its game il the community
have faith in them.”

Mr O'Grady said senior police
were well aware of the problem
and had moved to improve rela.
tions with the gay community, bul
it was obvious that some younger
officers were Muiling to take any

1in
4 to

instances cannot respond Lo t{ery ‘
i

| mction.

Mr Pickering spid that while he
was concerned about the allega-
tions, he was also confiden of the
good wark done by the police’s
Gay | Liaison Unit to improve
relations with Sydney's large gay
communily,

Figures released by police car-

| ler this vear showed that in the

three months ta March, ol least 30
serious aitacks had been reported
1o local police by gay men,
including one murder.

A study completed by Ihe Gay
and Leshion Rights Lobby al
ahout the same Lime found that in
90 per vent of bashings, the
altackers were men aged under 25,
who,oflen roamed Ihe gireels in
gangs up lo 15 strong.

The editor of the gay newspaper
The Svdaey Star-Observer, Mr
Larry Galbraith, said gay bashing
was @ widespread problem.

Mr Galbraith said that while
gay men who had been bashed
received courigous and prompl
attention from most palice
stations in the inner suburbs, there
were one of two stations that had
caused concern,

“While it is popularly thought
that mast of the atlackers are
people who come inlo lown from
the western suburbs, the (act is
that the attackers come fram other
areas as well, including (1€ lower
North Shore,” he said.

Fear and loathing as violence rife

By SANDRA HARVEY
and TONY HEWETT

Cralg Brown and James Timming
are confident the injurles 1héY
suffered in a bashing by » gang of
youlhs in Darlinghurst two weekn
ago will heal.

Bal they s¢e no end to the
gmh: fear and mervousness In

ydoey's gay community ms gay
bashings In the inoer-city aren
conlinme to increase.

Like many Sydoey homosexusl
men, Mr Browm and Mr Timmios
are scared.

41 Just don't feel very safe on the
streets any more,” said Mr Brown.

“At t, I'm stlll very mer-
vous durlng the day and ai night. [1
anyolie comes across to me that |
don't know, even at wiirk, 1 become
yery mervous.” |

Both mea are uamy wilke the
way police treated them when they
reported the bashimg .

I

“The worst thing aboul our
atlack Is that these youths knew
what ¢ were doing,” sald Mr
Brown, * had obviously done It
before and (hey just walked off
down the streed”

Mr Timming has not been out at
night since uﬂ‘wlnls more inner-
city loat patrdls.

“But it is self-defeating If you
increase the number of police and
find you have a bunch of homo-
phobic, vacist policemtn running
around,” he sald,

.. Mr Marcus Cralg, 31, sald he
had been assanlted three times in
six years,

“The firsi time was the worst,”
he recalled, “After that, 1 was
petrified about goimg out after
dark," i

He grew a beard to hide ill scars
after belng karnte-kicked by a gang
in Oxford Street in daylight.

Actlon over bashings: Mr Marcus Craig (left), Mr Henty Forester, a:ncl Mr Paul Coste 0.

He said he recelved sympathetic
treatment from the police, buf every
time they told him there was liitle
they coald do except “keep an eye
out™,

Paul Costello was bashed several
years ngo by a gang of skinheads
wearing jackboots In Oxford
Streel,

“I was spat on and then kicked
from behind,” he sald.

“I felt shocked, so humiliated
and really angry."

Mr Costello sald that because
gay-bashing had been golng on for
nnnf years, the Sydney gay com-
Bt g 8 e e
it L% ca whistics to
use il umck.m. o

*We also ralsed aticntion to the
Issue by agking everyome who had
been bashed to wear red armbands
in this year's Gay and Leshian
Mardl Gras,” he sald,

gay MP

Plovwrn by ELIZABETH DOWRNE

“Thousands of people wore them
i s0 this is how bad the situation
L g

Mr Costello called on the State
Government to educate younger
peaple about homosexuals and
thelr rights.

“In the schoals, kids have ta be
taught aboul gay rights and our
need to be left alone,” he said.

| And, he sald the police needed to
fdevelop better palicies to deal with
the problem.

l Mr Lex Watson, a prominent
ay activist and Sydney University
urery sald the Government and
the Police Department had fajled
{0 issue “strong messages that gay
bashipgy would nol be tolerated™.
“This Just basn't happened and |
{here has not been any warning of
harsh penalifes for people arrested

T

T

for assaultiog gay people,” he sald.



