RED Miller’ admits his father
would “kick my arse from
police headquarters to. Crown
Street™ if hé were alive to see his
sonat work.
But dissolving prejudices .is Fred
Miller's speciality.
For four years, the 63-year-old
former Sydney Council alderman and
Labor MP has been working to change

How our macho pohce
learnt to accept gays

In March 1985, Mr Miller was
appointed co-ordinator of the newly
formed Police Gay Liaison' Unit. He
accepted the position in a climate of
deep-rooted prejudice against homo-
sexuals — by some sections of the
force, atleast.

There were frequent complaints-of
police “poofter bashings” and officers

itself, i
is more accepting about gays. Som
people mightn't like their lifestyle, out
now they tend to let them do their own
thing, anyway."

In 1984, police were one of the
biggest problems facing Sydney's
‘homos: community, according to
Mr Miller. Having spent the previous
four years as the sme Member for the

“The attitude then, of some police,
was that they just didn't like gays
simply because oi their homosexuality.
Their lifestyle wasn’t compatible with
theirs,” says Mr Miller.

Now. four years later, Mr Miller
retires from his post next wuk much
Yelicved that the “macho image” pex
petuated by “old school elements” in
the force is breaking down.

“It has improved,” he says, aittribut-
ing su
‘more tolerant social values.

ccess, in part, to the changing and.

of Bligh, the heart-
1and of the 223 communy, M Miler
was well aware of the problem.  «

“I get on well ‘with both the gay -

community a0d the police from my
time in Parliament,” he

“And thefact that 1 am straight helps
with the pofice.

“My aim from the start was to
co-operation and stop the antagonism,

which at that stage was hi ith
allegations of harassment of gays by
polic, whxdﬂdun "t doubt did occur.”

He began a program of: on-the-job

lectures, dealing with individual com-
plaints and officers. lnmul police
reaction was predi prehensive.
“The majority of cam laint cases are
resolved by talking fo the police
concerned with an on-the-job lecture,”
he said, “but we haven't had to do
‘many lectures for the past 18 months.

Alot of objection to
homosexuality has to do
with the lifestyle that
" older policemen led®

“When we first sl.nv,ed, we were
domgmcm onceamonth.
Two.years ago, when the AIDS scare
first erupted, the liaison unit took a big
step backwards.

Mr Miller believes police are justi-
fied in their concerns about contracting

DS in the line of duty, but says these
concerns can be allayed by educating
officers about. the actual risks of-
contracting the disease and the preven-
tative measures that can be taken.

“We had to send out people tolecture
incoming- pohoe to allay unfounded
fears,” he said.

Since then, the program has blos-
somed, expanding to .country areas
with_ police gay. liaison units now
existing in' Newcastle, Dubbo and
‘Wollongong, with Lismore and Broken
Hill next on the list.

“When you can manage to establish
liaison groups in towns like Wollon-
gong and Newcastle — tough mining
and steelworks centres — then you
know you're making ground. The next
stepis Broken Hill.”

In Sydney in recent years, Mr Miller

gay community has spread
from Darlinghurst, Surry Hills —

Mr Miller ... being smnght. has he]ped.

where he lives with his wife — and
Kings Cross, to include Balmain,
Newtown and Wat

“Thete now are groups formed in the
western suburbs that had been in the
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closet until \about 18 months ago and
we also have representatives on the
Police Gay Liaison Unit for that area.”.
Mr Miller believes community polic-
ing has genarally made police much
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‘more tolerant wwar‘g% ‘minority
groups.

But, while there. haV€ been big
changes on both smes, there is still a
‘minority of people in the force who
Temain Jnfexiele in thir views,

“A lot of objection [to homosexual-
ity] has to do with the lifestyle that the
older policeman has led ~ strict
upbringing with lots of discipline.'1t's
pretty hard to change those attitudes.”

For the same reasons, Mr Miller
believes the time is not yet right for gay
police officers to “come out of the

“There are gays in the police force.
I've had calls for assistance from
several gay officers, But, it's not that
long since attitudes towards them
began to change, and if those people
came out of the closet now, I believe
they would be subject to a hard time by
some of their peers.

“In New York, police have their own
gay ‘section of the police association
and I'm sure a similar thing will one
day operate here.”

Eventually, Mr Miller says he hopes
to see lectures by gay community
representatives at the Goulburn police
academy, explaining their lifestyle,

“I think that is a must and it's just a
matter of time before it comes about,”
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After four years of trying to break down police prejudice towards homosexuals

How our mach
learnt to accept

police headquarters to. Crown
Street™ if he were alive to sec his
son at work. ;
_ But dissolving prejudices .is Fred
Miller's speciality.

For four years, the 63- year-old
former Sydney Council alderman and
Labor MP has been working to change
volice attitudes to homosexuals.

In March 1985, Mr~ Mnller was
appointed co-ordinator of the newly
formed Police Gay Liaison Unit. He
accepted the position in a climate of
deep-rooted prejudice against homo-
sexuals — by some sections of the
force, at least.

- There were frequent complaints of
police “poofter bashings™ and officers
refusing to help homosexaals.

“The attitude then, of some police,
was that they just didnt like gays
simply because of their homosexuality.
Their lifestyle wasn't compatible with
theirs,” says Mr Miller.

Now, four years latér, Mr Miller
retires from his post next week much
relieved that the “macho image™ per-
petuated by “old school elements” in
the force is breaking down.

“It has improved,™ he says, attribut-
ing success, in part, to the changing and
more tolerant social values.

RED Miller admits his father
Fwould “kick my arse from

“The general community, itself, now
is more accepting about gays. Some
people mightn't like their lifestyle, but
now they tend to let them do their own
thing, anywdy."”

In 1984, police were one of the
biggest problems facing Sydamey’s
homos community, according to
Mr Miller. Having spent the previous
four years as the State Member for the
inner-Sydney seat of Bligh, the heart-
land of the gay community, Mr Miller
was well aware of the problem.  «

“I get on well with both the gay -

community and the police from my
time in Parliament,” he said.

“And the fact that I am straight helps
vmh the police. ;

"Myanm framthestaﬂ.was to get
co-operation and stop the antagonism,
which at that stage was high with
allegauons of harassment of gays by
policé, which I don’t doubt did occur.”

. He began a program of on-the-job

lectures, dealing with individual com-
plaints and officers. Initial police
reaction was predictably apprehensive.
“The majority of complaint cases are
resolved ‘by talking to the police
concerned with an on-the-job lecture,”
he said, “but we haven't had to do
many lectures for the past 18 months.

A lot of objection to
homosexuality has to do
~with the lifestyle that

~ older policemen led.’

“When we first started, we were
doing them once a month.”
' Two years ago, when the AIDS scare
first erupted, the liaison unit took a big
step backwards.
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Mr Miller believes police are justi-
fied in tht_:ir concerns about contracting
AIDSin the line of duty, but says these
concerns can be allayed by educating

officers about the actual risks of

contracting the disease and the preven-
tative measures that can be taken.

“We had to send out people to lecture
incoming - police to allay unfounded
fears,” he said.

Since then, the program has blos-
somed, expanding to country areas
with poiice gay. liaisom units now
existing in° Newcastle, Dubbo and
Wollengong, with Lismore md Bmk:n
Hill nextonthelist. - ;

“When you can manage to atabhsh
lizison groups in towns like Wollon-
gong and Newcastle — tough mining
and steelworks centres — then you
know you're making ground. The next
step is Broken Hill.”

In Sydney in recent years, Mr Miller
says-the gay community has spread

from Darlinghurst, Surry Hills' —

Mr Miller ...

where- he lives with his- wife — and
Kings Cross, to include Balmain,
Newtown and Waterloo.

"*There now are groups formed in the
western suburbs that had been in the

being - stralght has’ helped.
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"; closet until' about 18 months ago’ and

we also have representatives on the

‘Police Gay Liaison Unit for that area.”

Mr Miller:believes community polic-
ing has genarally made police much
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more’ tole:ant towa'
Eroups. . !

But, while - there ha{'e been big
changes on both suies, there is still a
minority of people in the force who
remain inflexible in their views,

“A lot of objection [to homosexual-
ity] has to do with the lifestyle that the
older policeman has led — strict
upbringing with lots of discipline.’It's
pretty hard to change those attitudes.”

For the same reasons, Mr Miller
believes the time is not yet right for gay
police officers to “come oui of the
closet™.

“There are gays in the police i‘orce
I’ve had calls for assistance from
several gay officers. But, it’s not that
long since attitudes towards them
began to change, and if those people
came out of the closet now, I believe
they would be subject to a hard time by
some of their peers.

“In New York, police have their own
gay ‘section of the police association
and I'm sure a similar thing will one
day operate here.”

Eventually, Mr Miller says he hopes
to see lectures by pay community
representatives at the Goulburn police
academy, explaining their lifestyle,

“I think that is a must and it’s just a
matter of time before it comes about,”
he said.

all mmonl:y




