D Thousands of
Sydney gays today
will either be nursing
hangovers, still partying or
recounting scenes from
last night's Mardi Gras.
But behind the fun, the
AIDS virus is wreaking
severe personal and
communal damage.
MATT CONDON reports.

N the coffee table
of David's inner-
Sydney apartment,
beside a cage of
chattering = pet
finches, stands a
fake skull with a
- candle melted on to the crown.

“Yellow wax has dripped over the
eye caviti :md the exposed tecth

“I love it,” David said, lunmg the
skull around in his hands, “It was
white when 1 got it, but I painted it
black and wiped lhc paint ol7 to give
it that old effect.”

It was carly evening and David, a
gay, was relaxing belare beginning
his shift at one of Oxford Street's
lule -night gay bars.

“There’s no doubt the price of
deviating from a monogamous rela-
lmmhm in these times 15 death,” he
said. “HIV is out there and you're
dealing with life and death - iUs as
ample as that. There is gloom over
the gay community because of this
but al the same time, I've'nevear had a
bgtter time in my life.”

David, who has a steady partner,
considers himself lucky. He ‘joined the
gay community in the mid-1580< and
by then was fully aware of AIDS, the
dangers and tfr required précautions

“I came idto 1t when the AIDS
issue was atits peak,” he said “In the
past four years we have all become
aware ol education programs and so
on. Before that, there was a lack of
knowledge and just assumption.”

One of the predominant and
inescapable featurey of Sydney’s
vibrami pay community i 1992 is
death.

According to gays, most = il not ail
— of the y«-, community in Sydnes
have friends and acquaintances who
are “ill” or have died of AIDS. And
recently the spectre of death scemd to
have become more visibie,

As David sand:  In four years 've
gone from no-one 1 know being
HIV-positive to having (riends falling
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seems, more visiﬂo +es IW's like facing death every day.”

-
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Study shows gays going west

A RECENT study has shown that the
centre of Sydney's gay and lesbian
population has moved from the central
city to the inner-western suburbs,

An Historical Geography of @ Sym-
holic Landscape: The Sydney Mardi
Gras, by Sydney University graduate
Kym Seebohm, maps the development
of the homosexual caommunity from its
emergence in the 19305 in Sydiey's
Ceniral Business District (o modern
times where Oxford Strect is no longer
the centre of activity.,

“In the 1930s, a respectable, largely
white-collar clientele visited Castle-
reagh and George sireefs between
Martin Place and King Street while
rough, blue collar establishments were
found on George Street.” he wrote,

“The George Street establishments
were affectionately known as to be
located in *Salt Meat Alley’. These
estublishments existed up until the
1950s."

During the 19605, gay hot spots
began to emerge in Kings Cross, the

Central Business District, ‘anrrv Hills,
Darlinghurst and Bondi Junction -
suburbs which attracted tramsient
populations,

Oxford Street nemunllg became
the gay and leshian mecea in the 1970
as the community grew in size and
confidence.

But in the late 1980s, many pay men
moved to two sub-districts concen-
trated in Leichhardt, Rozelle and
Glebe and Erskineville and Newtown,

— ROBYN WiLLIS

sick. This has caused some of the
strongest emotional problems in my
life. s like facing death every day.”

ON  Baxter, of the AIDS

Council of NSW, likéned the

current accelerated AILDS

death count (o the devasta-
tion of war

“It's just like how Auestralia®s small
country tlowns and communities were
affected in World War 1,” Mr Buxter
said, “Twenty per cont of vour
frpends Just die

"l recently Jost three friends to the
AIDS virus in just one week.”

Mr Baxter said the council was
hoping 1o encourage the Federal
Government to fund a comprehen-
sive study into the impact of AIDS-
related deaths on the community

“Over the past 10 years, a whole new
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group ﬂf)-nmg men have come into the
community,” Mr Baxter said. “They
think they arc imvincible, They think
AIDS is an older man’s disease
Education has 1o conti 1 this area.”
Professor John | clinical
director of Sydnev's Prince of Wales
Hospital, said the higher number of
apparent deaths may bhe evidence of
the full gestation of the diseise from
peak contraction perinds a decade ago
“The peak incidence of infection
was pr .‘IuM\ 1979 1o, 1952 and the
time you're infected unnl the time
you get AIDS iy abbug nine years,
Prof. Dwyer suid. “ltmas bethaty ot
ol punnlu are runeing vut ©of ume.”
Prof Dwver satd that ar least 12,000
people were HIV-positive in Sydney,
but the number could be mpch higher
Prof Dwyer waid imensive educa
tion about the virus within the gay

community had been effective.
“The measureable incidence of
sexually transmitted diseases within
the gay community is way down,” he
suid. “This tells us that the gay
cemmunity is being much more
vautious about sexual activity.
“On the other hand, some people
who have been terrified about the
disease and behaving themselves are
suddenly breaking away from that
We must make sure that people help
other people maintain appropriate
behaviour and safe sex.” ™

AVID, who saw the “pat-

terns of sexual h{h.n.mur in

his job as a late-night bar-

man in Sydney, said he was
mure concerned about the heterosex-
ual community's  autitude towards
sale seéx

Reaper

“The issue is wu|.1li:y, not whether
you're gay or straight,” David said.
“Last week a guy on holiday from
Britain was ‘cruising zround looking
for a guy for the night. He'd left his
wile and two children up in their
hot:l room.”

David's friend, Michael, had simi
lar reservations aboui AIDS, «¢duca-
tior and the hetercsexugl’ singles
scene. "Everybody I speak to in the
straight scene doesn’t use condoms,”
he said. “They're not/used to it,
although it has bewggart of gay life
for a long time™

Statistics have proved this conten-
tior, with the incidence of many
sexually transmitted discases in the
heterosexual wmmunny having dou-
bled in recent years. Also, the greatest
increase in HIV contraction has
occared among hetercsexual women.

Larry Galbraith, editor of Sydney's
gay newspaper the Svdney Srar
Observer, said many members of the
gay community infected by AIDS
were opting for epthanasia,

*A number of leading ligures in the
community, who contributed a lot 1o
the community, have died in the past
WO vears,

“The fundamental taing is that no
public health program is going to have |
a 100 per cent success rate. However
the safe ex message has had a far
greater success within the gay commu
nity than any health vducation pro
gram in the general community,”

Health officials predict that rates
of infection within the gay commu
nity will begin 1o level out and
decrease — if they haven't already.

Peter, who is HIV positive and
alrcady  suffers periodie bouts of
illnsss, has a more negative view.

| Fu.l the seene is revving up
again,” Peter said. “There are a lot
more onc-night stands now. The
whole seene has become more relived
again in its view towards AIDS
There's a ot more sex around.™

Michael said new spa and sauna
centres had opened in I)urlinghum
anc  were so popular “there are
queues out the front on some nights”

O reflection, Michael said the
huge dance parties of a couple ol
yvears apo had also enticed contact
between the heterosexuyal and homo-
sexual community.

“As aresult a ot of young straight
boys had their first contact with
homosexuality, That period may lead
o more people getting sick,”

Michael suid the gay Murdi Gran

wac also symbolic — 4 show of
strength in the face of AIDS. "I
allows us to stand up and be proud ol
being guy and the gay community
he said. "It gives people hope.”
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Thousands of

Sydney gays today
will either be nursing
hangovers, still partying or
recounting scenes from
last night's Mardi Gras.
But behind the fun, the
AIDS virus is wreaking
severe personal and
communal damage.
- MATT CONDON reports.

N' the coffee table
of David's inner-
Sydney apartment,
beside a cage of
chattering pet
finches, stands a
fake skull with a
- candle melted on to the crown.

“Yellow wax has dripped over the

eye cavities and the exposed tecth.
" “l1love it,” David said, wrning the
skull around in his hands. “It was
white when | got it, but | painted it
black and wiped the paint ofT to give
it that old efTect.”
- It was early eévening and David, a
gay, was relaxing before beginning
his shit a1 one of Oxford Street’s
late-night gay burs.

“There's no doubt the price of
deviating from a monogamous rela-
tionship in these times 1s death,” he
said. “HIV is out there and you're
dealing with life and death - it's as
simple as that. There is gloom over
the gay community because of this
but at the same time, 've'never had a
bedter time in my life.”

David. who has a steady partner,
considers himsell lucky. He joined the
gay community in'the mid-1980s and
by then was fully aware of A1DS, the
dungers and the required précautions.

“I came ihto 1t when the AIDS
1ssue was at its peak,” he surd “In the
past four years we have all become
aware of cducation programs and sn
on. Before that, there was a lack of
knowledge and just assumption.”

One of the predominant and
inescapable features of Sydney’s
vibrant gay community in 1992 s
death,

According to gays, most = i not ail
— of the gay community in Sydnes
have friends and scquaintances who
are "ill" or have died of AIDS. And
recently the spectre of death scem? 1o
have become more visibie.

As David said:  In lour vears 've
gone from no-one | know being
HIV-positive to having lriends falling
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sick. This has caused some of the
strongest emotional problems in my
hfe. It's like facing death every day.”

ON  Baxter, of the AIDS
Council of NSW, likéned the
current accelerated ALDS
wdeath ¢ount to the devasta-

tion of war.

“It's just like how Auwstralia’s small
country towns and communities were
affected in World War 1, Mr Baxter
satd. “"Twenty per cent of vour
freends just die.

“1 recently lost three friends to the
AIDS virus in just one week.”

Mr Baxter sind the council was
hoping to encourage the Federal
Government to fund a comprechen-
sive study into the impact of AIDS-
related deaths on the community.

“Oner the past 10 years, a whole new

group of young men have come into the
community,” Mr Baxter said, “They
think they are invincible. They think
AIDS is an older man’s discase
Education has to continue in this ares.”

Professor John Dwyer, clinical
director of Sydney's Prince of Wales
Hospital, said the higher number of

apparent deaths may be evidence of .

the full gestation of the disease from
peak contraction periods a decade ago

“The peak incidenve of infection
was probably 1979 1o 1952 and the
time you're infected wnnl the tme
you get AIDS iy aboug mine years,”
Prof. Dwyer suid. "It may be that a o
of people are runping out ©f ume.”

Prof Dwyer said that at least 12,000
people were HIV-positive in Svdney,
but the number could be much higher,

Prof Dwyer sand imensine educa-
tion about the viros within the gay

SCOI.77374_0003

community had been effective.

“The measurcable incidence of
sexually transmitted diseases within
the gay communily is way Jown,"” he
cuid. "This tells us that the gay
community is being much more
vautious about sexual activity,

“On the other hand, some people
who have been terrified about the
disease and behaving themselves are
suddenly breaking away from that.
We must make sure that people help
other people maintain appropriate
behaviour and safe sex.”

AVID, who saw the “pat-

terns of sexual behaviour™ in

his job as a late-night bar-

man in Sydney, said he was
more concerned about the heterosex-
ual community’s attitude towards
safe sex,




“The issue is sexuality, not whether
you're gay or straight,” David said.
"Last week a puy on holiday from
Britain was ‘cruising around looking
for a guy for the night. He'd left his
wife and two children up in theis
hotel room.”

David's friend, Michael, had simi-
lar reservations abou: AIDS. educa-
tior and the heterosexual singles
scene. “Everybody I speak to in the
straight scene doesn’t use condoms,”™
he said. "They're not/used to it,
although it has hcu"v,{gn of gay life
for a long time.”

Statistics have proved this conten-
tior, with the incid:nce of many
sexnally transmitted diseases in the
heterosexual community having dou-
bled in recent years. Also, the greatest
increase in HIV contraction has
occared among hetercsexual women.

Larry Galbranh, editor of Sydney's
gay newspaper the Svdnerv Srar
Observer, said many members of the
gay community infected by AIDS
were opting for epthanasia,

“A number of leading figures in the
community, who contributed a lot 1o
the community, have died in the past
two years, -

*The fundamental thing is that ne |
public health program is going to have
a 100 per cent success rate. However,
the safe sex message has had a far
greater success within the gay commu
nity than any health cducation pro-
gramn in the general community.”

Health officials predict that rates
of infection within the gay commu-
nity will begin 1o level out and
decrease - if they haven't already.

Feter, who is HIV positive and
alrcady suffers periodic bouts of
ilinzss, has a more negative view.

“I feel the scene is revving up
again,” Peter said. "There are a lot |
more one-night stands now. The |
whaole scene has become more relaxed |
again in its view towards AIDS. |
There's a lot more <ex around.”

Michael said new spa and sauna
centres had opened in Darlinghurst
anc  were so popular “there  are
queues oul the front on some nights™.

On reflection, Michael said the
huge dance parties of a couple of
vears ago had also enticed contact
between the heteroserval and homo-
sexaal community,

“As a resulta ot of young straight
hoys had their first contact with
homosexuality, That period may lead
o more people getting sick.”

Michae!l said the gay Murdi Gras
wias abo symbolic —~ a show of
strength in the face of AIDS. "l
allows us to stand up and be proud of
being gay and the gay community,”
he said. "It gives people hope.”
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