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• Thousands of 
. Sydney gays today 

will either be nursing 
·hangovers, still partying or 
recounting scenes from 
last night's Mardi Gras. 
But behind the fun, the 
AIDS virus is wreaking . 
severe person'al and 
communal damage. 

. MATT CONDON reports . 

.Q N· the coITec 1abl< 
of David's inner­
Sydney apartment. 
beside a • cage of 
challrrine, pet 
finch es, ~wnds a 
fake skull wi1h a 

candle melted on 10 1hc crow11. 
"Ycllow WU ha dripped O\Or 1he 

C')'C' C-a \ti ties .nnd lhC c:<poscd l t t l h . 
"J love ii," Da1i.,id b-..1id . tur ing the 

:s~ull tuound in hi ... hJnd .. h \ 11.•;1, 
tJ ~ # white when I got ii. but I p;iintcd il 

black and wiped lhc pa int off 10 ~.i, c 
ii lhal old cffec1:· 
' It wa~ c-ar1y cHnin j: and Oa-.·id , a 
3ay, wa~ rcJ~uing b,forr- bc-~inning 
'h is ~htfl al one or Oxford Strtcl '!., 
la1c-nighl gay bars. 

"Thero·, no doub1 the price o r 
deviating from a mo11os~mous rc:l..1 -
cion hip in thcs.e times is de.uh ~" he 
said . " HIV is out lht re and )'Ou 'n: 
dealing with li(c an <l <lea: h - i1·~ .t [i; 
impk a 1hat. There is glu m O\'t r 

the gay community bcc11u 5, e- of th b 
hut nl 1hc same 1inu.·. l'\'i:' ncvcr trad J 
b er cime iii ,uy life." 

Da\ id. ~ho has a ~1c:Jdy r ~1nnrr. 
sid~I\ him lrh1dy. He Joi nrd 1ht 

guy commun ity in the mid•I 80s and 
by 1hrn wa, fully aware, o f ,\I DS. the 
dange~ and tbc- u.-quircd prtL.au1ion~. 

·· 1 came ,rJto It \'-h e.Ji the AIDS 
iSS\l t W.:l) a l it~ p( ak.'' ht"'. ~•iid .. lo 1he 
past lo ur ) Ca r :) we ha,c JII htcomc 
3W!1(C f c:ducurion IHOg.ram, .1nJ -. n 
on. Ui:fon: lh.i t. thi:re w.1, " l::u;-).. of 
knowlc~gc Jnd ju '1. t a1i-~ ump1 ion:· 

One of 1h J'lrc<l,"'minu111 a ,1J 
inucJp.1 hle fc.11u 1t~ ,,r S) dnL"y.'-. 
1.:ihr,1111 i; :,y con1111unit\ tn 1~9:? , 
Jca1 h. · ' · 

J\ c1..,1nJ1ni to g..i}, , mo,t - 1f n(lt Jll 
- of 1hc lt·'Y <"nmnn.ani1y 111 Sydnc~ 
h.n c (dcnJ.'J :..nJ Jlt4u:d11wm·~ ¥-ht'I 
arc " it1·· o r have dicJ or 1\ I l>S. ml 
recently the ~pc:C11c of dr:11 h ~c"'•m-( 10 
haH· become more visibic. 

As lla"·id said : In four yC'ars r\ ~ 
gone from no-o nc I know heini 
tf lV•posit ivc- to ha\ ins frir.nd, fal ling 
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Study shows gays going· west 
A A EC ENT study hu ,ho,.n that thr 
«nlrr or S)d•t ·• t•Y and ltsbioa 
populalio• hu ,no,NI from lb< ctnlnl 
d ty 10 lht in•tr·,.·<'Sltm 511btJ rb1. 

Aff llistoriral Gro,:rap6)' of a . :rm· 
bulfr Lo,u/_-u•apr: 111r s, •dn~J· ,\ la,Ji 
Gra.v. by S~dniry l'nhrnhy a raduait 
K)m Srtbobffl. rnap'il 1he den•lopment 
of 1hr homost"llual l'Ul'lln1U11i1,· from ii,: 
, morgcnc• in the 19311< In ·s,d,i t y's 
( 'i:n, ral Audn~ Oi,u Jcr to nl OdC"r n 
1in1ti ¥ihrre o,.rord Surd f,: no lonlitrr 
th<" c~nlrt of arthi1y . 

:tick. Thi" h." \'.au ,ed ~v mc or the 
~1ronge!t.t emotion.al problems in my 
lo (< . 11' like r.,cing dca1h c,rry <l ay." 

D
O'- ila,icr, of 1hc ,\IDS 
Council of NSW, lik J ncd 1h, 
cur1..-,u n,..,·d crJ t C" d ,\ IDS 
d i:a th cr>t.mt to 1h(! tJ "·' ~lJ · 

tion or V.Jf. 

Nh \ju~l 1ilci10\\ Au~1rali;l", ,mall 
countr) lO\.\O\ .ind c mrn uni1ib ·11·c- r~ 
JffC'ClC' d in W orld \V:tr f, .. M r H1n1t r 
,aid . ··T"t:niy pe r c..: ut o f ~ ou r 
ftjcnd, ju,t d1C" . 

•·~t reccn 1lv lo t thrtc r, icnds tn 1hc 
A I I) \ iru ~· in just on~ wrck " 

~1r fh.1,11.:r ,;1id \lie touoc1I w~1 
hopine; to cncourngc tht Fcrli.·ral 
Go\'c-nim(OI 10 fu nd a nmprehen­
,i\·t SILH.1 y in to the im p.11.-1 of A! DS· 
rcla1ed dc,11h, on the co mmunuv. 

··c)\ cr the P3"'' IO }'t'M, • .a whole ~,:w 

" In lh< 19:W.. • r,,sp«labl,r. la rg<ly CtQltal Bu,inu., Distrk t. Surry HUis. 
"hitt-<:ollar cllt nt<lt •is lrtd Ca>tlt • l)arli• ghur>I aod Bon,Ji Junction -
rugh and G .. ,., .irttO btl1'ffll • uburb!I 1'bkb 111r1r1td 1,u,1 .. 1 
Marlin l'lut •nd Kl•~ lrttl ,. hllt populaHon,. 
rough, bluo rollar Klobli~hmtnl ,.,r, Odonl . Slrttt f'tnl u11ly bK• mt 
found on GtorJ::t' S lrtti/• he "M'r-9'tt4 1h1- iz•y and lt"'ibian mttta in lht 197fk 

"lltt Gto'1{t ~u«I r,lablishmenls 111 lht comm111nil) grtw in siu· • nJ 
't'.lett aif ftclion:Hd) kno,;n as 10 ~ ronridt11tt. 
loc11td In 'Si ll \1 ,al \ llt} ' , Thtu Bui io t llt 111< 1980s. m11y t•Y mtn 
tslablb,hmt'n l'.s ,.,l,rtd up until tbr mo,td to t,ro ~ub--d.istrtns t-olK'tn• 
1950, .'' lf>ltd In l} icbbnll, Ro,,11, •nd 

Durlni: tht 1uw,. Jt•Y hor ,poc, • C lr b, ••d En•iot•iltt and N"''"""· 
IK,lon 10 tm<r;t• io Kin~• Coo-; • lhc · - ROBYN Willi& 

.sroup or young men h:i\ ( 'l.°llfTIC' into il: C' 
community," \ 1r Ua,:ic:r ..... id. "'lhe) 
thi~ 1hc)' .t rc in~ im. iblt. ll1c~ thin" 
A IDS L an (}JdN mj n·, (Jh,i.•:.a \" 
l:dtt ;:;i11un h.i, 10 c n1inu~ in 1hh .1reJ:· 

Pu)fc~~P r John I J ~H (' f , d 1nk;II 
dih.-ctor of Sy(l!lc·~ ·, Pt1f1cc u r \\'al~!> 
l·lo.s r,i1 ..1I, i,.;1id the higher numh,rr of 
:l ppan:-nt dc:1t li , 111:t}' hL' l' \ 1dtrh.0C' of 
lht! fu ll gc.,1:a rion ., ttu· tJ,,.t, l'i: from 
1")(."a.k oon11-:.1ct1vn ~rinll, a LkC,tdL• ago 

-111t p1,,•.1k rnci ,lt-1h·c Pr inh: .. ·uon 
'"- 3(j probJbl) p.rn, 1u 111~! Jn,1 l h(.' 
llmc )Ou'rc infrc•~J un11I ,h~ 11111c 
)'OU J;Cl t\1 1) . i-. .,hi1ul nmc )CJr,. " 
rrof. OV. ) \!r ... ;dJ . .. 11 Ohl ) h-111 .• 1 .l ln1 
o( ~oph.:. .uc run11in~ oul \;f um,•.· 

l'rof IJ\\ \ t r , iwJ 1h:1t .,1 l::..1,1 I .!.Oill) 
people were J! IV• l' u, 1h\L in S) ,lnc-,. 
I.J ui lh nurnhCr i. uJ t,, hl" mµ .. h ht~hi.· r. 

l>ror D\l)<'r ,.,i,, in1t·ll'-i\i.:- <"<h.:i.·J · 
11 nn ahou1 the- , i, u, " ith in the ~;1_ 

'- 1o munity h,uJ hccn cffc'-". ti vr . 
-The- mca ureahlc incidence of 
xuall ) irammilled diseases \\·ithin 

the g:1:,i cornmunily is Way JO\l."11:· he 
-- :,iJ. "This 1clh us th ltt the gay 
\ o mmun it y is hri ns m uch mo re 
• .1u1 iou,;, about M..' :\u:11 ar1hity. 

··on t c other ha n, I. s.ome pcor,tc 
~ ho hJ\ C hcc." n turilied UbQUl hc­
J1,ea,c 1111d hcha, ing thc:m 'i t h co; "r" 
, udd~nly b1r;1l< ing nway from lha r. 
\Ve m u !I I make ~u,c 1ha1 (lt' \.' fl lC ht!ll> 
<Uher pcnr 1c mJin1ain nppropri;JtL• 
bcha\.1our and !».,fr ?.c:c ... 

D 
A I D. who :,.:.tw 1hc ·· pat• 
1crn-s of ~cx u,:il hchiniour" i11 
his job ll!, a IJtc•night b:ir­
m,in in !i )' JIIC)' , !t-aid he was 

murC' ,·\,n t"rnL•<l ahout lhc hctcro!tl".X · 
u.tl communil) 's altitude towards 
, afe 'iCt, 
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•• n1i: i 'i~U~ i.:, , c ·rnl lil)". n o l \\'h(lhcr 
yo1J ·rc g;iy o r sm1igh1 ... Oa\'id said. 
·· Last wee~ a &UY on holiday ftom 
Bricain w;1i; 'crui~ing, around" lootin~ 
for " guy for 1hc nigh1. He'd lcfl hi 
wife und two children up in thci l' 
hott!I room.-

[la,·id 's (rirnd, Michael , had simi · 
lar reservations abou~ AJDS.,,("dUC"'J · 
1ior- nnd the hctcrO)ClU'1r si nglr, 
scc11c. " EHr)hody I ~pc i 10 in lhc 
~,raig.ht sce ne dot!"sn't usc..,~ondoms:· 
he said. -n1,•)'°rc Oo/ USCd lo ii. 
a hh\lugh it ha, bc.,.-l)art of gay life 
fo r ;1 long time,·· 

Sl:ttb 1~cs h:1 vc proved this con1cn­
tio r , v. i1h 1hc in idznce of man) 
sr.u1atly tran~miucd Ji eJ c-s in th~ 
ht'.tcro:i.e:tual commu ni1y having dou­
bltcl in n:-<:cnl ycar!i. ,\(so. the grc::11es1 
in c rca~c in H IV conuac1ion has 
occun:d among hetrrm.e-xual womtn. 

L:orry Galbrai1h. cdi1or or Sydnei ·s 
ga)' news r, :111cr the S_rtft1t'J' Star 
Ohu-fl'tr, said mam rnrmber!I or the 
gay community ini',ucd by AIDS 
"'"ere op1ing for e1uh,ma~ia. 

"A numbc;r of lc-.ad ing figures in the 
com muni1y. who con1iibutcd a lot 10 
1hc communil)', haH icJ in 1hc: pas.I 
lWO ~1\"Jrs. 

- The fundnmtntJ1 1'1 ir1 g i lhal no 
public heohh pr~~r•m, ~oing 10 ha , c 
a 1(1() per cent sue c.,~ te,. llo\\e,·er. 
1hc ,are ! CX on "gr has had • fa, 
grc ... u:r su ce~, wi1hin 1 ,c- gay -1..·omi11u ­
nit) 1h:1n an hcJ hh t1.tuc~tion pru­
t,ram in the ic-ncr~,1 '-·c,mm unit)1.'~ 

Hcalch officials predie1 1hnl ra lr, 
of in f~<: 1irin \\ith in th•: ~'t r 1Hnmu­
ni1y will brpin IQ le\•cl Out a11 1l 
det: rt a c - if 1ht' )' h;iH•n ·1 :,lr\:'ad) . 

f<:h:r. who i:-. HIV ro~i1h.: an,1 
alr<ady sufftr,;. rw ri die boul:i of 
illn ~s. has a more nrga ri"·t ,·iew. 

··1 reel the !'1,(Cnt i,:,. f( \'l ins up 
~gJfo;' "Peter sJid. '"There urc a I 1 
more o nC. nitht tila nd s now. Th e 
wh,,lc: scene h;i... he oinc morr ,cl:t \~J 

~f1~r~): 1i~~ ~;~;; ~~0-t~~~~n:.!.DS. 
~Uch at! I ~.- id nL~\\' pa und ~aun:, 

ctnlrc-, h:1J opened in Darlinghu 0tt 
anc were so popular " l ht' r..:- ar e 
QUC'U\· Oll l 1hc frn n l on .\OfflC ni_g.h11t1" 

(1 n n:nc,·1io n. M ichaC'l ba iJ thi:­
hu~c Lktncc p:irt i<" s o f a ou rlc ~ll 
~c•tr:" ago had 31!,o ,·nti C"Cd cout ..1 1.:1 
bcl lACC n lh c: h\.'ll'rtl o;;i: lul Mu.I homo­
s t: .\ 'J :t l ..:,)n1111uni1 y. 

"i\s a ri: uh J Im of )uur1 • , 1rJiih1 
ho) had thei r fi rs.I CO OI J..:I \.\ id1 
humos:exu.,lity. Th.n periuJ OIJ) lead 
to more f'l'upfc gcuing bi--.:k:· 

M ich.1 d ~aid 1he gu)' MarJ1 G r;1 , 
w ;~ al ,;o wmholic- - a d10" · of 
:,.1ri:11 gth in . th~ fo"·c of AIDS. "h 
all ~,l'I- U!!t 1c, , !> land ur anJ bt! ,.rou t.I 11 1 
being ga) :uul th1.· -1!,J Y '-'ommunil)•; · 
he said-. .. It sh C'l'lo pc lpk hc.•pc.•.'' 
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