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G . · · . · - . stitutea and run itself. John Ware then · cussions wiih -tneTaxation Depari~1~htc_·- --.~;: . a,, '· AOWer_~ --~~outliri[d 'the major developments of the - (:'a \\'fiat sort of:organl:sation?")". Ther.e' ·< . . .. --~~-~-t'--:- ~ · -. .· orgamsadon-ro-;ciate. 1'tre .:rmounrof -were • no · precedef!Ts':Tor >pt-tf>Tici~service , ,.-.-1.,a--~----'-_,_ "n· t·h·. ·e move· . ~orrnspo~dencereceived. indicated that _clerks confronted _with· gay, PO\\'er on. ' • ' \;;I . _ mterest m, and support fo:r, .th.e group the move. · ·. · . ,. · . · ·--· 
· - · was quite substantial and hi; . fe~ that.' · .. _· rrobably .th€: rirn§t ,important out~ · .. · 

. /. Oli tnese indications ' the grogp would corifes af _the ' nieet, ing· 'were ·_.plan· ·s· to -Set .. _. By, a specidl reporte.r,._.· b bi · · ·dt · pro a Y grow qmte rap1 y. llP fully- ·opetative groups in the other 
· Christabel Poll-gave a very straight- States {Victoria~ and Queensland are 

CAMP -lNK; the organisation whose . from-the-shoulder .talk, mainly tci the next jn line, with Western Australia 10 . 
· principal aim is to "redefine the homo- ~ girls present ,· in which she discussed follow) and the establishment of various-

__ ..sexual's.::_plac.e..in society," hasJi.eld .its several points raised. ill hitters · · 0 ea wit w at are eli 
first general meetirig - in a suburban mentioned the uniqueness of CAMP to be the -main areas o,£ concern. 
church hall on a wet Sunday night. INK in being the only organi'sation in -·-· One sLrch corn_ mitt~e was_ t_hP_ n tl2fr '-..: ,_ .. --f· aniv:e -a-tcme, expcrting ·-m- meet" -.-,:he--wortd--·tu adniit - -bath---mate- and -· ~ -~ 
some friends. It was a fairly standard female-homosexuals and explained why, action committee, set up to co-ordinate 
hall , rather austere and bleak. On enter- even though the law did not discrimi- political activity in genera.I, to arrange 

. legal aid for homosexuals ' in ·cases ing, however, I did not get that feeling nate against lesbialJS ( the old ·-Queen 
I had g~l9tn ente'ting a campi,ar · Victarra · s-tory raised its usuaf laughs;,' · ..rcla.ting specifically to · hor.rnsexuality.:___" -

-or party ( that cold apprai$3.l of you as there were important reasons for unit . and to lo_ok at the prn~le!ll' 0 _f law 
a- hit o£ studq; h~e I at least-iclt--that .F.or lesb.iaru..· there. was nothing....1~.a- ;ef~rn1. w _~mem_be[~_1p mcreasmg as 
I h ' . b" . __ Id th k. . •. ,:,1-. _ l c !S ;ma_n s •; m r aThl'fJC su ppor_b·commu was mor~ ! an __ a_ -~~!!!!!LQ_JJ_ect. _ _g_~ _ wor as e men new· 1t.........,,.... . . , ~ · , . . . ---~,-- . "' 
To the people there 11 was possibly a wine bars and acknowledged · pick-up · fionJ · ' '". '" C.hu,cLc; a~d from m~ny - - p. Ja e B t . d.•· ·t th d"ff · · h bcra:l-nnnded orgarnsatrons, 0and usmg person with similar pi:oblems and c s. u esp1 e ese I erences h II · d . ~ · ·1 · I h ·· th · bl bl • t e genera y accepte - but prohahly sum ar mtere~ts. . was soon c attmg t_o e1r pro ems were pro ems· m . consen-ati,·e estimate of crie in 

fically arranged his holidays in Sydney 
to coincide with tht; meeting. 

Th tin wa hedul 
at 8 p.m. , and ·I had arrived about a 
minute ea rl y. There were about 40 
~ople there, mostly in groups chatting, 
and sh_o~·ing little inclination to get 
down to I busines wever, the. next 
1rn_ mim{tCs 5<11 • he number double and, 
as if hy i'smrho consent, people began 
10 drift to _the 

1
rows of chairs faci_ng a 

long trestle table in the front of the 
ha!L Th-Fee people· sea-te-d themselves at 
1he tabl e; Ian, the chai rman, · and John 
Ware and C hristabel Poll , two homo
sexuals 11·ho have spent the past eight 
1ponths helping to get the group 
nr_ganised. • 

The cha irman went _through the usual 
preliminaries and intimated that CAMP 
l:\K, from being J ohn and Christabel's 
hahy, had now grown to such pro
r•11tions that it should be properly con-

the· financial and legal · situatiohs. With .. . .. e sort· o ser-
.o.ve r 400 paid-up members, new mem- vices 1t would _provide are amoqg the 
bers joining e,·ery week and all States most needed ,· smce the. tone of man; 

_ap3r.t from N.S .vV: yjrt_~ lly~!~P.P.:C.L _ lette!-s rnm ln~ 1:1 _ ( ai:~ __ a lso ar.ea_r_~n t}L~ 
the group was in a fairly healthy state. from call~. t.o 1:.:ife Lme") mrucate tfiat 
M any persons ,vho wished to remain there. are many Jondy homosex uals 11,·-
anonymous were willing to donate quite mg '° the suhurhs and !H COl!fltrv 
considerah le amounts-ob_viously there- tm,·n, rn 11 • 11IPrrl,· 1-ob tcrl from amone 
,,·as sympathy for the a ims of th e group 11·,il, 11 h,, ,, · they can d1srnss their 
in high pl<1ces. Mai.n expense <1\ the proble111 s. 
moment was the production and dis- \\ li,·11 th,· 11w,·till'.! rl <> si,-,1,• c,·cn"11c 
trihution of the journal; current _posragc st1J .. d • "" 'l(I , li :urin ~. If thev · had 
rates led to a sizable bill each issue. senwl t, ·:1 and hi kkics it ,,ould ha,·c 

CAMP JNK had · had amusing seemcrl j1Jst.,like a Church social gather-
encounters with _the State and Com- · ing: There " 'as a _gene ral at1t1osphe re 
monwealth hureaucracy; firstl y in of bonh,,mie and a sense of acl'iiew-
attempting to register the organisa.tion menc; if not 11ith a joh well done, then 
( it is a non-profit organisation, but can at least well 11nder wav. 

. it be classed ,as a charity or som e form :\n o,·erall impressio~ is first!;- of the 
of 11elfare organisati on ' ) ; then in . dis- typically Australian \,·ay in "·hich the 

whole thing 11as dealt ,; ith: There 11·e re 
,no · po lemics, no dogmatising, just that 

. · '· Jet 's get on with the job" attitude 
which seems to characterise the Aus
tralian approach. It ,,,as as mundane 
as a Roy Scouts' boftle drive. 

The ·94 people at t!Je meeting~"con
cerned .. heterosexuals" as ·.well as male 
and female homosexuals ":__ were cer

-i:rinly not a cross-section of the com
munity, in • that the lower working 
classes were noticeable by their 
a sence, as were t ose w o wou 
consider themselves as Sydney's · upper 
cla ss. Indeed, it was in many ways that 
standard colleclion of- educated, articu-

· late , .. middl.e. _c.lass- am:l--'l:lflp€r--w.ark.ing_. 
class that. one finds ·in most groups 
aimed _at some aspect of social reform. 
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