
Lesbians on the loose. 

ANTI-VIOLENCE REPORT LAUNCHED 
Off Our Bt1cks, a reporl initia ted by TI1e Gay and Lesbian RighL~ 
lnbby (GI .RL), was launched al the Soho Bar, Potts Point on 6 
Sepi.miber. I ru,Report, lhe firslo[1Ls kind published in Australia 
d~ling entirely with the nature of violence against le:;biarus, is a 
response by GLRL lo add re.<s.~ the continuing ,;Jenee surrounding 
·uch violence. The dal.a colh.:cl>d includes information on th,· 
ralurc of the attacks, thl" lime and k,calion of incidents, lhe 
characteristics of assailanL~, the reasons for U1c assault;, posl
a,:;aull action and lhe rc!ipon.se by the police. 

In her foreword to I.he Report, Oovcr Mooresa~: 'Violcnroagainsl 
gay men and racial violence are exampb of hate c1ime wiUlin our 
society. However, tht.! ISSuc o[ violen<Eagainsl lesbians has oolbt'en 
spccilically addre;.o,ed even though it is anoU1er example of hale 
n'.'latI.-d crime. Thi;; Report fill:; a ,;erim.1:; gap in lhe knowledge we 
require to rid oun,ocii.,ty of such crimes. 'T11e Report will serve as a 
valuable Looi in eradicati ng the lnvisibi!JtyofanU-lesbian violence . 

Kerrie Cheers, lhe I .esbian and Gay Anli-Vir,lence Project co
ordinator, opened U1c evening by welcoming the Large crowd 
and llllroducing the guest speaker,. Heather-Grace Jones read 
her gutsy poem La,ki11g Jn,· Tm11/1I~, ill uslrating succinctly lhc 
violence lesbianscnrount~r, followed by Lindie Ma llhews reading 
her willy piece Oassifie,/. Carole Rulhchild, fonner co-convenor 
of GLRL,slressed lh" im pmla nee of acknowledging that violence 
against lesbian,, i_s Sp<"t:ific, and should nol be Cdlegori.<sed wilh 
violencl! agai rl'\l gay men or helcroscxuaJ women. Highlighting 
gains made in improving community awan,nc,s of v,ol<em:e 
towards lesbians, Carole slrl.'Ssed lhe continuing need lo speak 

&me a,~ers, A VP, Carole Rulhd,ild, e:x CLR I 1rnd 

lri.gi J .e.ge11Jw1i~l!11, 17,e Ot.Ju.'T Si,lu, td the l,w nd1 

oot if the issue is Lo be taken seriously. Urging lesbjans to report 
aJJ bashing:; to lhe Proj,.:cl, she concluded by saying "alone our 
voice,; can only be a whispc,r-lq,--ethcr th~y b<.•come a roa r '. 

Analysingll-e link~twcen violence and fear, KimberlyO'Sullivan, 
longtimegayand lesbiantightsac tivis t,dccla.rod lhat'lesbians must 
continue lo refll!'J! lo~dopla vicl1m mentalily'. l11eProjcct provide, 
infom1ation on sclf-<lcfoncc cl~ for lc,,-;bians and gay men lo 

enable [ho,;e who an, physirallyattacked k1 fightback. Making her 
fir.st public appearance as the new ly-appointed oo-a:>nvenar of 

ARMED FORCES ONTHETURN 
The ban on lesbians and gays in the defonce forces is likely to be 
liftl'd by Cabincl ea rly this month. A Caucus comm ittee voted 
fou r to lwo against Lhe ban on Scplember 18. IJespile objection~ 
la change from the Armed Forces and from Dckncc Min i!! lc r 
Sena tor Ray, Attorney-General Michael Duffy is expected to u rge 
Cabinet to cndor.;e the Caucus commillcc decision. A two-year 
transition pe riod is li ke ly, wilh an educa tion program for armed 
service personnel being se t-up lo counkr homophobia [!I 
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Gl Rl , Deborah 1 aylon~d Lhatwhile there havebecnsignificanl 
achievement! inmmbalLing violence against lesbiaro, rnoreslrategies 
will need lo beadoptoo before lte situation improves . 

I t-elwport'sn.=mendatiorsincludethat Ire Anti-Discrimination 
Roard Acl of 1977 be amended to create a new gmund of crimirel 
of{enm,of ...,riousvilifu:ationbased on perceived or actual lcsbiani>m / 
homo.sexuality; tral the Dept. of School EdUC3tion develop an anli
hamophobia policy; and Lhal lhe NSW Health Dl,pt nn,gnise the 
special nc>eds of survivor:, of anti-lesbian violcncc and provide 
adeqllilte re;ource; to meet lhos.c needs. 

111'! Ueporlcondudes Lhal lesbians are attacked as a rn;ull of Lheir 
perceived lesbiani:,m and not solely becaus" of their gender, its 
findings exp<>Singlhesevcrityof U1e issue. The eveninp;continul!d 
wilha fund raising event in The0lher Side at the Site generously 
organi.sed byGigiLL-genhausen. 

]«lia I lmwor:k 

TI,e Off Our Backs Report u,a,s alsola1111c·/1,ull•y Police Mi11isfor Ti-d 
Pirk.,ri11g-, 011 September 21. 

At 11,e Other Side uffrr tlte lau11d1 

CHALLENGING VIOLENCE AGAINST LESBIANS 
Followi.ll5 lln from U'C Off Our B!ldc.s Report, lhe Lesbian and Gay 
Anti-Violence Pro)CCL is organisirg a furum to be held at trn Anti
ViolenO! Pro_pect'soffia:'5al DlrlinghursLon Octob€r24. Weare keen 
Ii> •han,and di:lclL'>> ideasandsuggestiorn for effective anti-lesbian 
violence prevention strategies as well a~evaluali~cu n-enl violence 
prevention stratrgie,; and Ui.ei r relevar,x, lo lesbians. 

SELF DEFENCE COURSE 
l:.nrolment; are oow teing taken for the lwo d ayself defence m u me 
for lesbians lo be held on November 14 and 15. !!asyto learn physica l 
movements tha t ai,., de!ligned lo wnrk in real silua tionH, verbal 
a.,;serlive ,kill, lo repel harasser.; and environmenlal awarene,,s lo 
make ~u more.alert so as lo avoid ana llack will be covered in the 
coura,. ln,tructors are Crom I.he i\ uslmllan Women's Self Defence 
Academy. Th:,cowsecosts S35/$71l ronce~ion. 

Registration ronns for Lhe forum and self defence course and further 
inf<,nnationcan be obtained by phoning~ Anti-Violerce Pl'O~lon 
(02) 360 6650 or writing to PO Box 9, Darli.rghurst NSW 2010. fllJ1 
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D.f,m1/i11g 1111,l ru.711md 111g 011rright,s 

Huy your copy of Off Dru Backs from lhe Lo bby al 74-78 
Oxford Slree l, Da rlinghursl (or only SS ind ivid uals or $3 if 
you' re a Lt1bby member. Please add $2 for postage if yo u 
want a cop y by mail lo lhe above address. 
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