
GAY HATE MURDER? 
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A my ticry person seen w.-tl1 a 
Surry ii s gay man t o 
nigh s before th man was 

_ brutal y bashed to de tb may 
~\? th~ lu:y t • police inv, t~ga
tmon nto the murd r. 

urr Hills P lice are ke n 
· o_ · peak hh the per on 
(fnau,ed below right} beli~ 1ed 
to be in hi late teens, who wa 
seen .in the victim flat. 

The body of James Meek~ 
51, , . as found in the hallway 
of lus 12th floor Housing 
Commi s.io flat on the 
morning, of Mar h 8. It was 
first thought Meek \ ho ,va 
HIV po · j ti e, ma ha.,1·e died 
rotn a hea t attack as th r 

\ ere 110 si.gri of for ed entry 
or a uuggle. 

But an utop y r vea led It 
bad died fron1 ries of v re 

low to the head an h st 
probab l a t r being pu lch d 
nd ki. ked. A cjg r , eyr tyl 

r.i11g , nd a watch \ hL h be 
habit ally wore \ V. re mi · ing 
from hi bod . 

Police vho beli, the}' 
could have a gay hate k iUi ng 
on th ir h nd ~ \ •ould like to 
interview a 'Oung m n un er-
tood o ha\' be n jn lv1 ek1 

flat late on the 1onday v ning 
before he ied. The ha e 
-rovided an i erui,k · t ket h. 
Th man wa , ear· ng, b~ ggy 
d rk grey hort :.1tn a • rk. 
loppy jo . an was ,of medium 

11 ight. M ek '. rj nd h v 
been un, I_ to confirm h1 
identity. 

lr i. und rsrood eek "t a 
la t s en nee ing h N , rth~ 
cott flat in Belvofr tr tt at 
· urr Hill r b ur . Opm 
on Tue .da M 1r h 9. He had 
b n wa lking hi dog. 

Poli e ar anxiou - t o 
de ermin hi s mo · men t 
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atcr [hate enm . 
arol Anne Kin cl o e 

fne d, said she had spoken ro 
M.ec:k for an hou on the phone 
on he Monday mgnt b fore he 
du;:d. He ilad been exp cn~d at 
King1 bou e he faUowing day 
- bur didn [ ho, . 

"'Thac w vitaU>' import
ant,' K ng aid. H was o 
reJ1ab1e ou uld t our 
wat h to it. l tarred calling at 
about 2.30 in he afternoon -
no an wer." 

King and the rn ,nager of 
tbe apartmen block w llo wn 
fri.endl wit Meck, raised the 
· hum o the Wedne da 
morning. 

Poli ga·ned entry into he 
unit , h _re the found Me,ck' 
bod . 

Dete [iv a the r ·main 
part1cu\ 1 puzzled by the 
appar ru ab en e of a truggle. 

hey ar \ ork ing n n o 
po i I rh orie - . thar Meck 
wa ba hed in th f at and di, d 
rh r or that he wa · b a n 
\ where nd m n g d ro 

r. turn hon1e before co1l psing 
from hi injuri . 

S rgeant T no , from W' 
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• from page one Hif !s Police, rold ~he ta~ Obse.rver 
- pol•c,e w re keepmg theu opoons a 

open on whether rhey wiere in 1estigating a gay har,e kiUing: f 
11probabf y more· :so than nor at this stag j he said. They also say 
iris po sibf he \.Vas the vkrim of a random assault and robbery. a 

.. He wa apparently .er active exuaHy," Tano,s said, "so a 
perhaps ir 1'1a , omconc h knew. ,, c 

King des- ribed e k, a volunt,eer for the People living with [ 
and Affected b HJV .and AID Luncheon Club as ... a beautiful s 
man". She was de a rated b the new of hjs murder. c 

"H had such a wonderful arrjrude ro fhis HlV infection]: a 
don't gi~rc up,,'' sh said. • He was on,c of rho elders of the com- g 
mu11irr, o dead}' Jo,· d by he young ones." 

'1H , as a trea ur. - ::md now the world has one kss good p,erson. a 


