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Police search for more . 
. bashers and killers 

Homicide detectives have 
appealed to gay men who 
have been bashed at a beat 
fn Waterloo to come 
forward in the hope of 
identifying · their 
attackers. 
Eight youths have been 

arrested and are facing court 
over the murder of a gay 
man, Richard Norman 
Johnson, 33, at a public lava
tory in Alexandra Park 
Waterloo, on 24 January. ' 
They eight are aged 

~etw~en 16 and 19. Six are 
Juveniles, and are facing the 
Bidura. Children's Court. 
The two adults have 

appeared in the Central 
Local Court. 
Two of the juveniles have 

been remanded in custody. 

All the others charged· have 
been released on bail. 

All names have been 
suppressed - those of the 
juveniles by Children's Court 
rules, and the others by court 
order. 
Police allege that the 

youths read Johnson's tele
phone number on the toilet 
wall and lured him there 
where they were waiting. ' 
The post mortem showed 

Johnson died 4'rom a 
ruptured liver. He also 
8!-15tained other severe iaju
nes. 
Applying for bail, counsel 

for two of the youths Year 11 
s~udents, de~cribed them as 
high acaderruc achievers and 
!!~.aptains of sporting 

Outside the court, hom_i
cide detectives said they 
believed a number of other 
youths had bashed gay men 
at the Alexandria Park beat 
over several years. 

They suspect another 
murder, that of William 
Allen, 50, in November 1988 
followed an -anti gay assault 
at the same beat. 

Allen died in his home from 
severe irtjuries. The killing 
~as b~en known as the 

bo~y m the bath'' case 
Pohce also said ser·. 

assaults at the beat ious 
~eldom reported w·th are 
i~entifications and in~ out 
t1on the 'd 0 nna
cul , . Y sa1 , arrests of the 

'' Pnts remained unlikel 

person who has been 
assaulted or robbed illAlex· 
andria Park to come forward 
to help us identify off~nde~ 
for those and other cruneSi 
one detective said. 

''These assaults are callolli 
and vicious. 

''Any information will~ 
treated in the strictestconfi 
dence. ~ 

"We' re aware that gaY uce 
frequent the area, and po kW 
have no intention of see J1181l 

charges against anY gay us~ 
who may have been 
the beat. the!II 
. ''What wewantisfordel 
to identify more offen sh0Jd 

People who can help uve5 
contact Redfern dei;o. 
on 690 4622 or 265 
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