Homicide detectives have
appealed to gay men who
have been bashed ata beat
in Waterloo to come
forward in the hope of
identifying their
attackers.

Eight youths have been
arrested and are facing court
over the murder of a gay
man, Richard Norman
Johnson, 33, at a public lava-
tory in Alexandra Park,
Waterloo, on 24 January.
They eight are aged

between 16 and 19. Six are
Juveniles, and are facing the
Bidura Children’s Court.
The two adults have
appeared in the Central
Local Court,
~ Two of the Jjuveniles haye
been remanded in custody.
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All the others charggd’have
been released on bail.

All names have been
suppressed — those of the
Jjuveniles by Children’s Court
rules, and the others by court
order.

Police allege that the

youths read Johnson’s tele-

phone number on the toilet
wall and lured him there,
where they were waiting.
The post. mortem showed
Johnson died dfrom g
ruptured liver. He also

sustained other severe inju-

ries.
Applying for bail, counse]
- fortwo of the youths, Year 11
students, describeq them as
academic achieverg and

the captaing of sportij
teams, il

Outside the court, homi-
cide detectives said they
believed a number of other
youths had bashed gay men
at the Alexandria Park beat
over several years.

They suspect another
murder, that of William
Allen, 50, in November 1988,
followed an antij gay assault
at the same beat.

Allen died in his home from
Severe injuries. The killing
!\'as been known as the

‘body in the bath’ case,

olice also

unlikely.
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