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{incl identified and likely and the 7 potentially misclassified ones o Steve Johnson)

Statistics
91 gay heate murders (incl 7 poss misclassified) 1977-1999 (Sue T, Steve T, Steve )
57 of 91 solved 1877 — 1999 = 63%
Very different solved rate before 1990 and after
o 41 deaths before 1998; 19 solved = 46%

e 50 deaths after 1990; 38 scived = 76%

34 remain unsoived (incl 7 possibly misclassified in Northern Beaches).

Comment

e If there was a nattern in Nerthorn Beaches n prior to 1986 of nolice ionoring
deaths at beats (especially cliff top beats), because they were unaware of the
M.0. or chose to not properly investigate, then this is a terrible tragedy.

o The cases brought o Steve’s attention indicate this is true & that these cases
urgentiu nead fo bg renegamee'eé

o [f there continued to be @ pattern after 1990 | would be shoched as | think it
unlikely given the huge media coverage of gay hate crimes that began in
1990, However I'm open to being wrong.
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January 12, 2013

Dear Minister Gallacher,

| am the brother of Scott Russell Johnson, an American citizen whose body was found at
the bottom of a cliff in Manly Beach in December 1988. Treasurer Mike Baird kindly shared your
letter to him dated 19 December 2012 (Tab 3), in which you wrote that you were informed about
the Unsolved Homicide Team'’s review of Scoit's case. On behalf of Scoit’s surviving family, |
would like to express my dismay and deep concern that the briefing you recsived before writing
that letter was misleading and incomplete.

With this letter, | would like to share the reasons for that conclusion. We would be very
grateful if you would read the attached letter and report (Tab 4) that the family has sent to
Detective Senior Inspector Lehmann, detailing very specific new information about individuals
who routinely assaulted gay men in Northern Beaches communities in the late 1980s. In
compiling the report, based on private investigations conducted since the June 2012 Coroner’s
ruling, the family has consulted with many Austrafian experts in anti-gay violence, including
former NSW police and police consuttants, and they have completely supported our findings
and requests for further police investigation.

My family is extremely upset about the Unsolved Homicide Team’s representation to
your office that their “review” of Scott's case adequately responded to the June 2012 Coronial
Inquest ruling that remanded the case to them for “further investigation™ (see attachment from
Deputy State Coroner Garmel Forbes — Tab 6).

I met with Detective Senior Inspector John Lehmann at Parramatta the day after the
June 2012 Inquest reversed the original “suicide” verdict in favor of “open finding.” Lehmann
stated that Unsolved Homicide normally would not review cases for three to five years, because
he assumed that all cases he received had already been thoroughly investigated. We informed
him that in this case no police investigation had taken place since 1988, which was itself
extremely limited, especially in light of information not available to police at the time.

My wife and | explained to Lehmann that the Coroner’'s 2012 “open finding” was based
solely on mat@rrnaﬂ tha,t @ur famuﬂy had submatted o th@ @@r@maﬁ Hamnc de Unt Prior io the

told dii n‘@@tﬂy by Manlly I@te@it ive Rnspe@ﬁ@tr Luke Aﬁhurs) i’un’the«’ mvest gate the case. S@@tt’ N
- -death hasstill-not-been-investigated. - ; T

In preparation for the June 2012 Inquest, we presented the Coroner with sworn
statementis from two of Australia’s leading experis on anti-gay violence and homosexual “beats,”
former NSW Detective Sergeant Stephen Page and former NSW palice gay/lesbian coordinator
Sue Thompson. (We also include their reporis here — Tabs 7 and 8.) Both Page and Thompson
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concurred that the evidence amassed by the family strongly suggested that Scoit may well have
been murdered in the same manner as the cases investigated in Operation Taradale.

In December 2012, Scott’s sister Rebecca and our family representative Daniel Glick
personally shared findings from our attached report with Inspector Lehmann. Unfortunately, he
was dismissive of the information and discouraging about the prospects of his team looking any
further into Scoti’s case. He said the case, which his team had just finished evaluating, had
received a “zero” solvability rating, ensuring it would not be looked at further uniil new
information arrived ‘on their doorstep.’

Our new report which you find included here represents an abundance of new
information upon which to begin a proper investigation into Scott Johnson's death.

We believe that there are significant opportunities to investigate, as this attached report
makes abundantly clear. As we related to Inspector Lehmann, ABG's Australian Story is

laa Hand da
scheduled to broadcast a segment on Scoit's case in February. It has been our hops that the

broadcast might generate more new leads and motivate police to pay close attention to the
Persons of Interest we identify in the report.

The way things stand, as reflected in Inspector Lehmann’s comments to date, we are
deeply concerned that this opportunity will be squandered.

In your letter to Mr. Baird, you wrote that you had been informed that police have already
conducted a “review” of Scott’s case, with one aim being to identify “links” between Scoit’s
death and the Bondi deaths from the late 1980s. If their conclusion has been that no links exist,
we respectfully submit to you that their analysis is deeply flawed.

The family has never maintained that the same individuals who assaulted and murdered
gay men in the eastern suburbs are the same perpetrators who committed similar crimes in the
Northern Beaches. But the same culiure of fear and hostility regarding homosexuality existed
Australia-wide at the time (the “Grim Reaper” ads of the era were not limited to the eastern
suburbs) and the relationship between the gay community and the police was at a low point. It
is well-documented that the combination of this widespread homophobia and police apathy
meant that young, disaffected gangs of youth would routinely victimize gay men at “beats’
around Sydney, elsewhere in NSW, and around the country. These beats, including those in the
N@r&h@m B a@hes ﬂ@urr@shed as meetmg pﬂa@es ‘n‘@r gay men and mati ed men, seek ng gay SEX.

There is unequivocal evidence that violent crimes against gay men were occurring in
Northern Beaches communities, as our report details. Operation Taradale, which spanned just
the Bondi area, also indicated that there were many other unsolved murders of gay men
throughout the Sydney area. We believe Scott’'s murder is one of them. Furthermore, we
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believe any investigation into Scoti’s death will afmost certainly uncover other unsolved
homicides that may yet be solved.

if you can advise us how o ensure that our report is given a fair reading by the
appropriate authorities, we would be most grateful. We are convinced that the maierial is quite
compelling, but that Inspector Lehmann’s position is hardening. Your kind attention is deeply
appreciated.
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Seott Johnson — Case Timeline

Selected Press

Baird-Gallacher Letters

January 2013 Report to
Unsolved Homicides

New Information

Letter from Mayor Clover Moore
November 22, 2011

June 2012 NSW Coroner
Inquest Finding
June 27, 2012

Report by Sue Thompson
January 2, 2011

Report by Stephen Page
May 12, 2011

— - Report by Johnson Family to

Unsolved Homicides
August 29, 2007

Initial Request by

Johnson Family to Coroner to
Re-Open Scott Johnsen’s Case
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Scott Johnson Case ' TAB 1
Timeline Summary

Timeline of Scott Johnson’s Case

Dec. 9, 1988 - Scott Johnson last seen

Dec. 11, 1988 - Scott’s body found by fisherman at the bottom of North Head cliff
(see following map).

Dec. 11, 1988 - Scott’s death deemed a suicide by police; investigation closed.
January 1989 - Scott’s brother Steve requests Inquest to re-examine death.

March 1989 - State Coroner’s Court of New South Wales Inquest officially rules
suicide; lacking evidence and contrary to friends and family testimony that
indicated Scott was happy, the Court explained its ruling by saying that Scott
was ‘highly intelligent, introverted, and gay.’

[16 years later]

March 2005 - Senior Deputy State Coroner Jacqueline Milledge convenes Inquest as
a result of Operation Taradale led by Det. Steve Page, and rules several cliff-
side deaths of gay men near Bondi in 1988-89 were likely murders by gay
hate gangs; reprimands police for negligent investigations.

April 2005 - Steve Johnson writes to (and phones) the Coroner’s office to point out
that Scott Johnson, a gay man, was killed in the same manner as the Bondi
deaths. Asks for an inquiry into beat activity and violence in the Manly North
Head area in the late-1980s. Request is ignored. (See Tab 10)

April 2006 - Steve and daughter Emma Johnson fly to Sydney to make the request
to police in person. Request is acknowledged, but ultimately ignored.

May-October 2007 - Investigative journalist, Daniel Glick and Steve Johnson
_ complle mformatxon conﬁrmmg the Mamly chff«top was a Well=known gay

Sydney at the tlme Scott dled They make a formal request to re- open Scott’s
case, which was (quietly) denied; no reason provided. (See Tab 9}y —— -

January-November 2011 - Daniel Glick and Steve Johnson, along with former NSW
Gay and Lesbian coordinator Sue Thompson and retired Det. Sgt. Stephen
Page, work assiduously to urge the Coroner to re-open the case; Coroner asks
Manly police to review the materials Glick and Johnson provided. No further

Updated: Jan. 14,2013
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police investigation was done, but the Coronial review of the Johnson family
materials prompts a new Inquest. {See Tabs 5, 7 and 8)

June 2012 - A new Inquest is held and Deputy State Coroner Carmel Forbes rules
most likely reasons for Scott Johnson’s death were violence or misadventure;
orders a new investigation and remands the case to the NSW Unsolved

Homicide Unit. (See Tab 6}

july-January 2012 - Johnson Family continues to investigate Scott’s case to find
specific Persons of Interest and other victims and evidence of violence in the
Northern Beaches. Australian media begins following the case closely. (See

Tab 2)

December 9, 2012 - Detective Senior Inspector John Lehmann of Unsolved
Homicides Unit reviews the information in the Coroner’s brief to determine
investigation priority; notifies the Johnson Family that without further
information, Scott’s case will not be investigated. Despite overwhelming
evidence to the contrary, he expresses skepticism that the area where Scott
died was a gay beat or that gay hate violence occurred in the Northern

Beaches.

January 12, 2013 - Johnson Family, in disbelief, submits a new report to Unsolved
Homicides with numerous citations of gay hate violence in the Northern
Beaches in the 1980s and 1990s, as well as many leads and persons of
interest who might be pursued in an active investigation. {(See Tab 4}

Johnson Family awaits a response to its report from Unsolved Homicides.

Note: Following are maps and pictures of the area in Manly where Scott Johnson
died. :

Updated: Jan. 14,2013



AN
AR
, |
A N
. i Ay
- k E Cahbags
Bas, * ‘ Tree Bay N
% , Nt
Maiiyy Faury
Whait . Bavst Shellv
Eeaal
'\\ T ""’.—.%J‘ .
s \,
-.‘:owey ", v
3 Y s
: Vs ERNATIONAL 7
st % / uOLIFGEDFTOUFIle
LA s B NDHOTEL
iid K P4
hlatd . . ',5
j & b
s i {‘,\\ o
' "/ /]\ Fayerszpam:lv.
/ &

SYDHEVMARBOUR
K4 WATIOMALPARIC J

PaiiiliGats LT TS

/ B /‘xe,%g A
/ %\%W |/ )

o, mihn&y“ 5 —— T, Ble Fisi
" dogmat X Y K . e, Pl
-/ \ L 5 Y
e ff / :
o e /
; A TER W
/ N n N "

.\g{ ';v

“.qusmnmw
INSTITUTEQR

POLICE
MANAGENENT
Stone )

Beath ) ~ /
) PNy ==
{
o o i
e 9
LY s
Cannae nE‘ Bg¢ )
o o
: 1A
P © QUARANTING A

STATIOM
;: STATION

El
e 0
4

- SYDNEYHARBOUR
v MATICNALPARK
- /_/\ e _\ .
! Quaraniine N, aop S 3
Head ) _ K

NPL.0209.0001.0014

W TeileE
- Waikingirasks

8 BusSicp
F Fespywhed

Updated: fan. 14,2013

- --HarouwTrust Land—




NPL.0209.0001.0015

Scott Johnson Case TAB 2

2011-12
Selected Australian Press

“Death in Manly” by Andrew Potts, DNA Magazine, August 2012

“Case Reopened: Suicide or Anti-Gay Attack” by Dan Box, The Australian,
June 28, 2012

“Man on a Mission: Standing up for Scott” by Brendon Cherry, The Manly
Daily, June 30, 2012

“Close to the Edge” by Daniel Glick, The Australian Mag
September 25, 2011

Updated: Jan, 14, 2013



’hen Sco J@hnson 5 body wos ﬂtﬂund at the bottom of o cliff

. Sheiiéy Beach &t Marily 1s a popular farally spot.

| Fishermen found the body of Scoit Johnson
(inset) nearby at Blue Fish Paint.
=

f near Mﬂﬁ?} Bemh in

dney, police qumkﬂy closed the case with o finding of suicide But Scott's brother

ave kn

he summer of 1988, Scott Johnson, aged

1 ﬂiﬂed Ame& xcars mathematics student,

esu mm\fered along H

Unlike many young gay men in ihe late '80s,
he was loved uncondatlonaliy by [ his 1;-1medxaze

ily in the Sydney subu-b 0\5 Lane Cove.
was completing a PhD at the Ausiralian
onal University. Michael's family saw hil
: and well on the morning of 8 December.
12d a telephone conversation with a filend
thai day that suggested nothing was out of
sxdinasry. He also spoke io his supe!vismg
essor at Macquavie University io tell hix
finished the final maths problem of lus
wiation and made plans to meet up ina few
i5 go through his calculations face-to-face,
ot was a handsome young man with a bright
s ahead of him, Fied alveady worked at
A and stndied ai the California Instiuie OF
nology (Caltech) and Carabridge University.

A

older brother Slewres new baby.

_Yei, iwo days lates, when fishermen found
his bedy on the rocks below } V.a.n_ys Blue Fish
Poiut, police immediately ruled his death a
suicide. This, despite finding no note and his
clothes neatly folded at the top of the cliff,

To Scott’s brother Steve back in the USA, the
police ﬁnding made no sense. Not only was
Scoti in a happy relationship, loved by his
family, about o finish his Phiy and with greal
caress prospecis, he was also a good climbex.
The previous sumamer, Sieve aNd Scoit had
backpacked their way ihrough Enrepe,
clrnh:ng the Maiterhorn, oue of the Swiss
Alps’ highest peaks.

\‘V{é‘y’ S*)
s Duﬂﬂh@b, of h@ml}:h", b umi i,,ymg and an

ew it was un akeﬁ\/ he would've taken his own life. L’L.: spent the last 24 years
J'(mq justice, and with the € L,.C}Mbﬂ v's Court directing police o re-open ﬁm cuse, he
ay be one step closer. What |
,a*fa-t‘aphu%w violence around \:Sydn

wathetic polica response thet oxlﬂnw\.,r it to flourish. Andrew M Poits reports.

}

i terrifying history of

Steve knew what he had to do. After waiting
24 hours for an Aushajzan visa, he was on 2
about his brother’s death.

_“We were insepasable as brotheys;” Sieve iells

NPL.0209.0001.0016

DNA, “pariiculasly afier we were teenagess. I

weni to school ai the University Of Southern
California, he went to school just 10 miles
away at Caltech so I'd spend all my spave time
up at Caliech with him doing compuier related
stuff and working on maths problems.

“When he graduated from Caliech in 1983,
he got into Cambeidge University io stndy
snaths and T got inio Harvard, We spent the
summer beforehand comaputer programming,
T'd found a consuliing gig that paid, what for
us, was a lot of money and we weve working
100-hour weeks together; just the two of us,




writing all this software,” says Steve.

“The next summes, when he came back from
Cambridge, he told me he was gay and about
Michael, his first pavines. He didn’ really tell
our mother and sister rntil a year later but
our family is very libeval so there wasw't even
2 veally from either one of thera, my dad
even more 5o

When he veached Syduey, Steve went straight
io Manly Police Station, bui found that they
had already made up their minds.

“The police walked me up to the spot and
told me, “This is where people jump off and tha’s
what your brother did, and the fact that hes gay
pretiy mauch clinches i}’ says Steve, “There wasit
anything I could say io get therm o ask questions.
Toud think the naiuial thing to do would be to
take his picture avound Manly to see if anyone
had seen him ihai day o the day before”

Steve had been uncomfortable with ihe
circumstances around Scoit’s death from the
start, but when he spoke io Scoit’s professor
discovered thai held made plans an
the day he died to meet with him, it only
decpened his suspicions.

What he couldsrt know was that thai same
yeas, and for years before and afies, on Sydney’s
southern shore, gangs of youihs had been
iervorising gay iaen in coasial spois wheve they
were known to meet for sex, subjecting ihern
to horrendons beatings before huiling them off
the cliff ops. Some of the bodies were never
found and many of the deaths were dismissed
by police as suicides without thorough
investigation. But it was the disappearance
of Wollongong newsreader Ross Wasven thai
eveninally sparked what would become known
as Operation Taradale, and see six men’ deaihs
declared m Mew South Wales
Ceroners Court, with police singled out for
serious criticism.

At just 25, Ross Warren was the good-
looking news ancher for Wollongong’s WIN
TV, and was being groomed for a move to
the big time at the siations Sydney affiliate,
Channel 9, Unknown to the TV executives
who were vetting him, Warren was alveady
spending a lot of time in Sydney. Alihough
not out ai work or te the public, he was gay

becasae public knowledge that he was missing
and a media storm crupied,

When Ross Watren's mothey, Kay, realised
her son would never be found alive, she began
a letier writing carpaign o have him declaved
dead. Tn 2000, her leiters came o the atiention
of Paddington Police DS Siephen Page who
began to dig deeper. He uncovered a siving of
savage murders and bashings across Sydney’s
Eastern and inner-suburbs in the late ’80s and
eavly °90s that, he suspected, mighi shed light
on ihe disappearance of Ross Watren and aiher
snissing gay men.

DS Page pushed for a dedicaied taskforce
to investigate what was going on and sought
the assistance of the NSW Crime Coramission,
which has the power io coerce people inio
assisting police investigations.

Tn ihe laie *80s homosexmality had only just
been decriminalised in New South Wales. The
couivoversial Grim Reaper HIV education
campaign was appearing on TV screens across the
eonmiey. Homaophohia in Sydney was ai a peak.

For homophobic young thugs, some of
whow divected a misplaced rage over being
molesied as childven, gays were considered fair

The police found ihat Scoit Johnson's death was
guicide, ignaring e vast amounis of evidence that
pointed towards a gay haie cilina.

game and gangs prowled the parks of Sydney
looking for easy money, knowing that iheir
victims would be unlikely to report them to
police. The name of one such gang left no
doubt about their mode of eperation or their
intentions - they called themselves the Park
Side Killes.

Between 1989 and 1999, 22 pex cent of gay
hate homicides in New South Wales occured
ai beats, Usnally the perpeirators were young,
white, single, unemployed males. Most victims
were beaten uuiil they were dead.

The murdess in Bondi's Marks Parle, where
Ross Watser's car was found, were among the
ost savage, bu it was not Wasven's death
that the cops on Operation Taradale thought
would give therm the best chance of success in
the Covones’s Cowrt, In Novembes 1989, john
Alien Bussell, who worked in bars en Oxford
Street as well as around Bondi, was found
dead ai the bottom of cliffs below Mavks Park,
Héd recenily inherited $100,000 and was
planning in build 2 howe an a black of land
his father owned ouiside Sydney. He had also
planned a holiday to Queensland.

He packed up his home in preparation for
the move and held farewell drinks for friends
on 22 November at the Bondi Hotel. When
Russell left the hoisl, instead of walking the
few hundred eires to his brothee’s flat where
he was staying, he walked up io the headland
where Ross Wasten would disappear just three
months later, The nexi morning his body was
found on the rocks below by a jogger.

Wiih meney in the bank and big plans, the
chance of Russell’s death being ruled a suicide
seemed slim, There was also sivong supporting
forensic evidence against a suicide findi

100all zenn Fana
Russcll was foun

the cliff, suggesting he had been pushed rather
than jumped. His sweater was pulled >>

1 bying with his head towards

NPL.0209.0001.0017

and most weekends would dsive (o mner-
Sydney io stay with friends and party in the

feli safe and relatively anonymous.
Arcund Zam on 22 July 1989, Warven said
goedbye ic a friend, lefi Ouford Street and

v,
he drove to Bondi. He was never seen again.
His cav was later found at Bo
a well-known location wheve gay
Ausiyalia as 2 “beai”.
When concerned friends called the police,
Wasrei's keys were found near the top of the
cliffs. When he didw't show up for work it

Bark,

DA 57



> up avound his avmpiis, suggesting a
cuggle. His skull, zibs and clavicle were
aciured and his agms and legs weve broken.
2 also had a split lip and a gash above his eye.
is body was also bruised on the side that was
affected by the fall. Remarkably, howevey, the
rensic pathologist who examined the body
1 not find evidence that Russell may have
en assaulied,
Crime scene phoios also show a clusap of
ir siuck to John Russell’s hand. However,
the time Siephen Page rediscovered the
se over a decade later, the hairs were lost.
raost unbelievably, Bondi Police also washed
issell’s clothes and put them on a dumsay
tside the police station in case members of
2 public vecognised them - in the process
noving potential forensic evidence. The
tial covonial inquest inio Russell’s death
ted just 35 minutes and ruled that Russell
d through misadventuse as he had been
aking v.h'u night,
hen Page decided to push for a new
juest into Russell’s death, he bundled the
appeavance of Ross Wasren and another gay
1, Gilles Maiiaini, iogether.
viatiaini went missing in 1985. The 27-yeax-
| Frenchman was, like Warren, known to go
walks along the cliifs ai Bondi, His sudden
appearance was reporied to Operation
radale when the friends and families of gay
0 who had gone missing or been atiacked
sisnilar ways staried coming out of the
odwork. In all, Stephen Page interviewed
we than 30 different persons of intevest,
luding members of the gang who killed gay
a Richard iolmsm in Alezandria in 1990
a horrific bashing that vesulted in eight

assailanis being jailed.

That same year, there was another deadly
attack i Marks Park, On the night of Friday
20 July 1990, three youths got drunk and
stoned above the cliffs in preparation to go gay
bashing, Around the same time, 31-yeac-old
Thai st‘udem Keiichikora Rattanajurathaporn
lefi the restaurant where he worked and
decided io go to the park before heading
horae, There he imet another gay man,
Jeffery Sullivan, and the two siruck up a
convessation, but they were soon confronted
by the youths, who demanded money. An
aliercation followed. Sullivan was bashed
with a claw hammer and fell to the ground
where one of his aitackers jumped on his
head and kicked him in the stomach, spleen
and kidneys.

Rattanajurathaporn was bashed, too, but
staggeved free. 'ﬁe made it sofe wa'y‘ a(wn

DA

and stasted hitiing him with the hammer. He
staggeved towards the cliff and fell when one of
then threatened him with a iree branch,

Sullivan, meanwhile, lay unconscious
on the path uniil morning when he was
found by tourisis. Police divers recovered
Ratianajurathapera’s body from the sea. His
injuries weve horvific,

The ieens were arrested a montih later afier
they were overheard boasting about the aitack
by a friend’s mother. Two were sentenced to 2
minimum of 12 yeass in jail, while the other
veceived a minimura of 11 years.

A local waiter also came forward to say that
te too had been atiacked in Marks Pask by
youths who dragged him towards the cliff edge
afier beating him fov 20 minuies. His earring
was torn out and his ving stolen bui when he
heavd one of hs attackers say, “Leis throw him
off where we threw the other one off’ he ran
for his life.

“They grabbed me and they staried to call
me names, ‘poofier’ and all the rest of it, and
they just started bashing me and they kepi
saying, ‘Dor't look a our faces)’ the man iold
police, “Two main people... were the ones
doing 2 lot of talking and everyone else in the
group was like standing avound watching...

1 remember seeing the gisls. Watching and
laughing and still io this day it runs through
sy mind that they could sii there and do that”

When the man fled the park he screamed
for help at a nearby apariment block. Fiom a
balcony he heard someone shout back, “We
don’t help poofiess”

Steve Johnson stayed on in Sydney for two
weeks, spending nearly a day at Manly Police
Station irying io persuade them to look for
new leads. He would later discover tha the
avea above where Scoit’s body was found was
a well known beat where gay men would go
io sunbathe - was that why Scott’s clothes had
been found neaily folded?

“None of thai was known te me ai the time,
Steve says. “There is every reason {0 suspect
that the police knew to ask the question ‘Is
thisa Gay beai?’ as it’s jllSl. up th hill from Lhe

io the moie-ace. Th_ere was 2 gay man lullec in
the-stalls dovwm-o:
afer my brother died - he was knifed in the
ioileis. So the viclence was well known.’
Steve didit stop fighiing when he got back
to the States either, using contacis he nad at
Haryard to help push for an ﬁ.qLesx There
was an nqueSL held in March of 1989, but i
merely confirmed what the pelice had decided
a8 su.icide because only police
7 was presented. Sieve spent the next
}rea- searching through Scoit’s compuier io see
if any information could be gleaned, but drew
a blank. Then, 15 years latey, he heard about
Operati

&
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Scoii’s death now seeraed o fall inio place.
“When that news reached me in 2005 it
was like ray world was furned upside down.
It was instanily clear what had happened o
my brother becanse the circumsiances of his
death matched exacily with these other men
who died at beats,” Steve said, Steve flew back
to Syduey io meei Stephen Page. “Even though

he’s not with the police force anymore he is
just my idea of a super cop,” Steve says of Page.
“He had pieced together all these deaths that
had happened within the same one ot iwo-year
period that had either been ignored or called
suicides. Jacqueline Milledge, the coroner
presiding over that inquest, not only ruled
raany of them murders but she also publicly
reprimanded the police for effectively aiding
and abetiing through wrning their backs on
these deaths with no investigation, which
encouraged the perpeirators;” says Sieve.

Milledge also recommended Siephen Page
for a commendation.

In the decade since, Steve Johneon has

done well in ihe internet boowm. He founded
ChoiceSiveam, a Boston-based company that
develops sofiware io help businesses engage wiih
consurmers, putiing him in a position wheve he
could afford io fund his own invesiigation.

A raupiual friend inivoduced him fo Daniel
Glick, a former Newsweek joursnalist who
nad investigaied the death of American child
beauty pageani queen jonBenei Ramsey and
the Columbine High School Massacre in
Colorado in 1999,

“He’s got an impeccable recovd as an
lnvestigaiive journalist,” Steve said. “The
jonBenei Ramsey case was death under
mysterious circurastances. Police had a theory
iiiially, il lurned oui io be wrong - ihal weni
on for years and Dan sinck with i, He's also
sovered gay issues and so a lot of things fell into
place between the two of us. We've become greai
friends so T hived Dan in 2006 and he siaried
making ivips io Ausivalia io see what he could
find out?

Daniel Glick told DNA, “Our mautual
friend had done 2 loi of climbing with Sieve
and they had talked a lot about Scoit’s death,

sohe snggesj‘gd thai if he hadi’s coiten am A

staried out thinking that it was at least as likely
that he commitied snicide as anyihing else
says Glick.

Before Daniel Glick headed io Sydney in 2007,
he and Sieve spoke io Sicphen Page. “He told
ine that what we needed io do was fignve out
a couple of things,’ Glick says. “One of those
was 0 deierinine if the place wheve Scoit died
was a beat. The other was, were theve any other

Seoit (fight) and his broiher Steve (cenive)
with & filsnd on & clirabing Wip.

objective for me to find out, I'd found out in the
fivst 15 minuies in Manly?

Glick put a call out for information ihrough
Syduey’s gay press and the Manly Daily
newspapes. This unleashed a flood of responses.
“Bvery piece of evidence that T iurned up just
kept corvoborating those two main ihings,’ Glick
says. “By the time Id been there for a week [ had
close to a dozen people frora diffevent walks of
life - including a man who had been siabbed
in the exact same spot where Scoii had died.
There was all this evidence that this was a beai
and a preity well known beat at the time.

“Secendly, by going threugh all of the old

. newspapes clippings and ialking to some of

the old timers avound there, including some
ex-cops, it was preity clear that the violence
agoinsi gay men that was so prevaleni and
docuraented in Taradale ceriainly didst siop at
the Harbour Bridge”

By 2007, Daniel and Sieve feli confident
they had enough o push for a new verdict.
“We subsaitied a repot io the Coroner’s Court
that had rauch, if not all, of the evidence that
the coroner had this time and

ve-had-raised eu

respose from anybody in the New South Wales
withorities then maybe I could dig inio ii.

Afier looking af everyihing Sieve had alveady

liscovered, Glick decided it was woxth taking a
ip 1o Sydney io see what else he could find,

“1 told Steve ' take a look;” says Glick, who
‘old DMA it was important that he began his

ike suicide Vd iell him thai. ve Was anyi
‘0 be laid on the police ai the beginning, iis
‘het they weve very, very quick io asceriain that
i was a suicide and not reaily enteriain any
siher possibilities serionsly. I think any good
nvestigator has o start with a veally wide net. I

hing

Operaiion Taradale looked into pretiy such
focussed on the Basiern Suburbs,

“The fivst momeni I thought 1 was onto
somaething was the day 1 landed in Syduey and
sei up shoj "
Road trying io figuve oui where Scoti had died.
1 had sore smaps and ended up ialking io a
zuy whod been working up ai the sewerage
plant for 25 years. T asked him if the avea was a
place wheve gay men used to come and he said,
‘Oh yeah, all the time, So Stephen Pages fiest

about the original investigation,
nily that wasw't enongh?
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confession on Facebook and Sieve sent Dan out
to Sydney again, The confession turned out tobe
o hoaz by an iniernet troll, but it may have been

brole the carael’s back in getting

the New South Whaies Coroner’s Court to hear the

raatier again,

“This time, the Manly Police detective thai
was reviewing the investigation iold us he was
able to confirm independently almest all of
what we had put forward, so we bad some >>

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 107)
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 59)

>> veason io believe that we had a good
chance;” Glick says.

Steve said Manly Police’s Detective Senior
Constable Timothy Wilsorn was suw his hevo,
“All wed given him was a bunch of pages of
our analysis but the move he got inte i, the
more he saw the truth, My brother died under
highly suspicious circumsiances that were very
sisailar to these on the southern beaches thai
had happened in 1988 and 1989,” Steve said,
“He put our information together with some
infovmation of his and that’s when we veally
began io feel like we had an advocate on the
police force ~ thai’s when we felt we had a shoi”

When Deputy Coroner Cavmel Forbes read
out the open verdict finding and veferved the
case o the Unsolved Homicides Unit, Sieve
was esaotionally overwhelmed. “You could
sease that the court was completely for us;
says Steve. “You could feel the karma in the
room, bui when the coroner finally issued
her ruling and said she wanied to re-open the
case and trn it aver to Cold Cages T a_!mﬂe#
broke down and cyied”

“The possibilities thai My Johnson was the
viciim of a gay haie crime similar io those
that occurred in Bondi or that he fell ave also
available explanations io the cizcumstances
that snrrounded his death,” Forbes told the
court. “I find that the evidence adduced in
Mr Johnsoms deaih does not enable me to
maalee a finding as to how he fell off the cliff
and I make an open finding”

8teve and Daniel are both hopeful thai if
Scoii’s case is re-investigated it could help
shine a light on Whﬂhe: it was paxt of a wider
paitern of homophabic viclence on Syduey’s
Nozihern Beadtes ai the same ime as the
gmsrl an
prosecuied by' Operation Tavadale.

“1 think Stephen Page, who has been working
with s, and Tim Wilson for that matier, are
pretiy convinced that there were similar kinds
of aitacks happening there on a regulasr basis
avound the same time;” Steve says. “Tm quiie
hopefil thai ihe cold cases unit will broaden
the investigation to statt looking for other
mc;dems md other young men who were killed

was musdered, so I’ll feel velieved if and
when the police and covoner come to the
sarae conclusion. Gay men don’t go to gay
beats to commit suicide. & would be beyond
coincidence thai my brother died at the
bottorn of this cliff, ai a well-known gay
beat, whete no suicide victims have ever
been found, ai the same iime other gay men
wese dying ai the hands of violeni gangs in
a similar manner on the southern beaches,
within months of Scoii’s death. Scott was,
in all likelihood, killed because he was a gay
man at a gay beat”

About the possibility that Scoti’s murderer
may siill be at large, he says, “Finding
whoever killed my biother is my main goal.
The passage of timae does not give amnesty
to murderers. It sickens me that whoever
killed Scoti was free to continue maranding,
and possibly killing others without so wuch
as a suspicion thai a murder eccurved. These

gangs opetaied with impunity, with the kind

of arvogance that comes from knowing that
police are unlileely io act. Going after these
criminals now - éspecielly afier 24 years — sends a
clear message ihai the police ave ready to protect

NPL.0209.0001.0020
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A spoleeswo_na_n for the New Souih
Wales State Crime Command confivmed

shooting - happened Iast week in another gay
beai in somhw t Syduey. Police need fo show

Scoii’s deaih had been added to the list of
unsolved homicide cases. “It will undergo
extensive review to deiermine the feasibility of
conduciing a new investigation, which is a
io five year process,’ the spokeswoman said,
ﬂowevrea, if any pevson has new informaiion
n the matter, we would
Crime Stoppers aind that
assessed and acied upon”
DNA asked Steve what it would mean to
him if, following a new police investigaiion,
the corone les that his brother

was murdered. He replied, 1 beiieve Scoti

three

that gay hate violence wornt be folevaied.”
Even if the Coroner concludes that Scoit
Johnson was maurdered, there’s no gnavaniee thai
his killer will be brought justice, Ifs also worth
noting that the Bondi Marks Park killers will
have now sexved their original 11- and 12-year
s and could alveady be fice again, *
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WHEN AN AMERICAN
MAN WAS FOUND
DEAD AT SYDNEY’S
MANLY, IT WAS RULED
A SUICIDE - BUT HIS
BROTHER BELIEVED [T |
WAS MURDER. MORE §

THAN 20 YEARS LATER,

POLICE ARE FINALLY =

BACK ON THE CASE B
By Daatel Glick 8

B he subject line from the emall
jumped off my screen: “Scoit
Johnson Musder COMEES-
SORI” I was on holiday with
my son, and the lact ching I
expecied was a confession toa

—— vwiedes § had investigaed in
Syduney four years previously. The emall #ip in January
polaed me to an Ausialian Facebook page whese
somebody had wiitien: “As this is 2 fake profile and I
havs an IP address bloclzer [ will publicly admit to kill-
ing My Johnson,” "M johnsen” was a 27-year-old gay
American whose naked body was found at the base of
a cliff at Manly Beach in Dieceraber 1988, Scott John-
sous death had been suled a suicide the following year
after a pesfinciory investigation and his brothes, Steve,

RIS C TSR

; ]
Steve, now a wealthy intesne: entseprensur based

- ---in-Boston, contacted-me-in-easly-2007-t0-sec-iF T'd-be-

williag to 8y io Sydney and use my investigative jous-
nalism skills to poke around. T had covered the high-
profils murder of six-year-old beauiy quesn JonBenet
Rasmsey and the Columbine High School massacre
for Newsweek. Steve had leatnt thar a number of gay
men had been murdered at a gay beat in Bondi iu the
fare 19805 and believed tha his brothes Scot may
fhave fellen vicdm o 2 similer gay hawe killing s
Maaly around the same time,

Tz May 2007 I visited Syduey biefly to wry o spask
impezest in the case, Now; out of the blue five yeavs baiey,
R iy, Inalligent sman (pposite): Scoit Jolinson mountala-climbing
the US siats of New Hawmpshire in 1933, fowr mantis hfore his death

1 seemed 0 have the emailed “confession” Steve had
been waiting 23 years o receive. When I forwasded
him vhe email, selief, sadness and ontsage pouved back
i equal sacasures. “T neves, aever believed Scoti killed
himself;” Steve wrote. “'ve spent mote than 20 years as
a complete loss to undersiand what happened wo my
brother, In all that sdime, no more than a handfal of
days ever go by without my longing for Scout and
wondesing whar happened rn hirs.”

Thhe last dme Scows Johnson, 27, was seen alive was
o the moming of Thursday, December 8, 1988. His
boyfriend’s sisies, Masguerive O'Connell, saw his feet
procruding form a blanket on the spase room bed of
her family horae in the Sydney subush of Lane Cove.
Somerime after noon, 2 fiend phoned and spoke

with Scoit, later reporting that he scunded “nosmal”.
A iicker found in Scoes shire pocker suggested he
ool public transpost vo Manly Beach. Scou: probably
followed a wail above the Shelly Beach pasking lot to
a lasge, flas vock at the edge of a cliff face with a swan-
ning vista of the Mosthern Beaches from Dee Why o
Cuil Cussl, Nasrabeen and beyond.

Tawo daye later, two local men and one of dheir sons
on a speasfishing expedition fonnd Scotds body at the
butsorn of the 50m cliff. Manly police noted Scow's
neatly folded clothes, but moved them before dheir
photographer documented the atherwise prosaic pile
of pessonal effects: 2 bone-coloured shisr, jeans, blus
briefs, sacks, ruaning shoes, a pen, a comb, a cheap
warch, a studens 1D, a bank cavd, $10 folded in a plas-
sic sheash in his shix pocket, and the bus ticket. No
wiallet, No nots.

Police contacied William Bysd®, Scotr’s boyfiiend,
at the Canberia addsess on Scot’s photo ID, and wold
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flighs to Ausialia susighs away, William vold police

——that- Scoit was shy, imelligent, may have belonged 0.

“a group at high tisk: for the AIDS infecdon” and ence
meswioned he had thought about jumpiag fom the
Golden Gais Bridge, Police concluded that Scott was
alsmogt cereaialy “a jumper”,

Meither William nov Steve belicved dhat assessment;
nos did anybody who kaew Scoit. The slight young
man with sandy bair and a wiy grin was abous w eam
his PhiD in mathemaiics from the Ausivalbar Mational
Universtiy. Scott possessed an excellent academic pedi-
giee: California Tnstivate of Technology, the Universiyy
of California at Berkeley, the Univeusiiy of Cambridge
in Bngland. He had worked a: MASA) Jex Propulsion
Lshoraiciy and coflabosaved with professoss ax
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vasd’s John B Kennedy School of Government.
velavionship with William was solid; theve weve no
acial problems besides routine seudent povesty; he
elated that held solved his disservatior’s key prob-
and had esseniially earned his PhD,

cort would segulady visic Sydaey fiom Canbesra
tend a serminaz ar Macquarie Usivessity, siaying ac
faurs pavent’s home, where hed been iveated like
dopred soa, He had recendy celebeated his 27:k:
wday with parties William had chrovm for him in
berta and Sydney, and was locling forward w see-
Sezve and his wife Rosematie’s new baby, Emma,
¢ didnt deink or smoke, and was a long-distance
rer and mountain climber. He had no histoiy of
tal illness or depression, and the antopsy sevealed
as not HIV positive.

fiarguerive O'Connell, a psychiatric nurse, repeat-
told police thai Sevee seened just Sne, In May this
1 spoke o her by phone. She told me thas whilea
sernan was collecting her siatement, his questions
a sirange nun, “Did you know yous beother was
wofies?” he asked her abour Williar, and then
ired, “Do you siill love him?” She glared at him
said, “Like a brother.” Twenty-thiee yeass lates, she
1l inncensed by the policeman’s attinade.
& the inquest at City Cotoner’s Cou, Glebe, on
ch 16, 1989, Manly police presented their case
saicide, No sign of 2 suuggle, Clothes folded
ly, indicating premeditation. Scott was an avewed
wsexual, Flis boyfriend kad mentioned a previous

suicide atterpt in Califorais, and had definitely
mentioned AIDS. The autopsy noted no “defence
wounds”, Finally, police stated that the area was noca
knowa gay “beat” where homosexuals routinely
arranged sexual encounvers, NSW Cotoner Derrick
Hand ruled the death a suicide.

We now know that the ruling was made using infor-
mation thar was incomplete, inadequate or just plaia
wiong. & was never brought o the cowmt’s attenrion
thar the area where Scoit died was indeed a gay beat
wheve men would dissobe and sunbalwe unil a sex pace-
aer appeared for 2 quick, anonymous tyst. The magis-
wate never learn that asnother gay woan swvived 2
stabbing aftes having sex with a swanger at the exacs
spot wheze Scoit died. The coust didn’t hear that three

Shally Beach, Manly, near whare the iragedy accuwsd; “Scoi was

Fiy ciosast idand,” says Steva Johneon (opposiie) of il biother

imen had been arvested a few miles fom Manly, in Resf
Beach, for a series of assaults against gay men avound
¢he same time. The coust was never informed of a wie
aess who heard one of those same men bragging aboir
driving aronnd the Morthern Beaches with his maies to
“bask poofiers”. Former Manly constable Troy Havdie,
who recovered Scotr’s body; was never ashed whether
the Ipcation and manner of Scow’s “suicide” was une-
sual, Wayne Plant, a former police rescue squad and aie
vwing mesmber who had rewicved many suicides from
the avea, later vold me: “It does not ft with the gype of
suicide we normally found around Morth Head. You
would have to have known that place or have been led
theve by someone with local Imowledge.”

NSW awthosities now know that toving gey-hase
gangs in the eastern subuibs near Bondi routinely
temorised gay men in e late 19805 and easly "90s,
chasing spme off cliffs and brusally baching ovhers. Less
than a year after Scott’s death, the body of 31-yeas-old
joha Allen Russell was found at ihe botiwm of a cliff
crumpled and bloodied. Ac firse, Russell’s death was
sidled 2 suicide and, like Scoti, nobody could figuse cut
why he would do such a thing, Among other things,
Russell had just inherited $100,000.

Alsnost esactly a year afier Scote disd, a 24-year-old
gay man was bashed ac Bondi and iiis avackess threas-
ened to throw him off a cliff. “You'e going over the
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L " one of them screamed, The vi
eer said the artackers “oied o remove my clothing”,
Another gay wman, velevision newsseader Ross
Yazven, had gone missing in the same cliff area avound
1e sarae time amd his body has asver been found, In
ppeaiance, his mother,
'/arren, beaa_r_» a l\.tcex-vvrmnc g campaign begging
¢ official clcsue 10 her sons dee-.th. In May 2000 her
ceers landed on the desl: of Stephen Page, a deteciive
ggeant in the homicide division. His dogged four-
ar imvestgarion, code-narsed Operation Tavadale,
susned a 2638-page report demiling acacks on young
dney gay men. A cozoner’s inquest ruled dhat John
an Russell’s “suicide” was due io muluple injusies
seained when he was thrown from the cliff on wo
cks, by 2 pesson ov pessons veknown.” Ross Buadlsy
awren, Gilles Jacques Maviini, Richard Mowman
wson, Keirchikoin Ravanajusathaporm, William
len, Wayne Rick Tonls and Rayraond ¥eam wese all
ed as victims of similay, deadly violence.
On March 9, 2005, Iacqueli_-:e Milledge, then a sen-
‘deputy corones ax éhe Glebz Coroner’s Cout, siated
e the police conduct in the original investigations
1been “grossly inadequateand shameful”. She noted:
is fair 6o say that only a pesceniage of the bruialisy
ald have been nepon:ed to the police at thas time.”
Bven wirh the repost’s broad conclusions, it 2 appa-
Iy wasa't considered dhar this kind of anti-gay vie-
ce might have been sepeacad on the ocher side of the
shour Bridge,

2005, news of Opesation Taradals’s fadings car-
{ acioss the Pacific 1o Boston where, coincideniafly,
Uiawn Byrd and Steve Jobnson had both seciled. Wil-
o wiote o Steve, noting thar the Boadi cliff deaths
ieaved chillingly fax Like Kay Wasren before
1, Steve wrois 1o MSW authorities and received no
1 (:_M.

) $hes Tavr Wi Seanrn mavenaravad
ronse, Liks hay Wasten, Steve pLisevercd,

had sold a mathemarical algorithm 0 America
line ihat allowed digiially compiessed images o
il over phone lines, and his lcvative place in the
waet ievolution was assured. By 2005, Steve was
oiceSiveadn, a successhud 1T con
met Sieve I started to get an inkding about
had meant to him. Scow and
e wese close, as befiuted biothers swo and a half
's apart who had sought solace fom fumilial dys-
stion in each orher’s company. Afier their parenis

When 1
1 smuch his broth

Angeles and Scote wied to wll Sicve about a new sela-
tionship, “What happeaed?” Sicve said, “Did you get

hev pregrans?™ “I's not a hes,” Scort veplied.
When T agrsed to go to Sydinsy in carly 2007, Sisve

shaved aleiter he had sent to Bond investigavor Stephen
Page a year balore. In it Steve explained why it was so
imporant 1o find his brodhers killer. “Scoit’s death, for
the longes: time, stop; p»..d_s 5 life,” be weoie. “Scor was
my closesi flend; ir's casy o say that Scout helped
define me, and was one of wy primary sousces of joy
and puspose. He and I shaved and worked together on
our most impostant: dreams, When Scoit died, 1 was
shasvered.”

Page had just starsed a aew civilian job so he tecom-
mended hiring Johe Macnarnasa, a fellow setived deiec-
tive seigeans from the homicide division. Page still soolk
aq aciive insesest ln Svo's case and c@u:sselled us o
focus on cwo questions: did Masly have acive gay
beais at the tisne of Scoti's death; and had any anvi-gay
viclence been reported on the Morthern Beaches.

In May 2007 1 wook a soom in Manly and lne*a!! /

< g;c-ar 2 TW JOSEZng up

towaids orih Head cliffs and sewerage g me. 1
talked w0 a plant workes, Les Wicks, who had been
these since the mid-"80s. He didw' recall Scovt’s death,
but T asked ifhe knew whether homosexual men came
sexe b che late 1980s. His answer senw me recling,
“Oh, all the tiras,” he said. “"heyc clear off lirde

aseas and make love nesis,” he said, pointing o the
shrubs and trees by the side of the soad. If this place
was a gay beat known o a staight sewerage plan:
5, suvely police should have uncovered that face

of the gay scene in Manly in the "80s but now lved in
Queensland, T called Christan™ ke launched
into 2 90-minuve descriprion of gay life in Manly in the
fate 19705 and early '80s. He !:aci. heard many sioies
about the “notovious” bear near the ciff, wheve men
would sixip, fold cheir clothes neaddy and watt for others
0 coms and “have a soo”, He desciibed people “fing-
ing themselves into the bushes” above the Shelly Beach
pa.lr.inu g lot, 2 12-minure wall: fom where Scott died.

My invesigaiive colleagie Macnamata alss goc
wind of a well-known local queen who went by the
name of “Sadie®, worked as a window dresser and may
have beea siabbed ar a Manly beat. We found him,
“Sadic” was then 63 and secovering from a quadtu.p!e
bypass, with thinning siawberry b.ond hair and an
ample belly, He secounted his 1986 visit w ihe same
cliff wheve Scott had died. Sadic described how he sack
off his clothes, waited, and accspred the advance of
anothes raan — exacily as Klesmer and Christian had
deseribed. Afier sex, the stranger stabbed Sadie in the
back with a Bewie knife. He walked o the hospieal
with the knife lodged millimerers frorm his spinal cod,
The atiacker was amested. As we sat, stunned by the
iapost of his story; Sadie curned around; pulled up his
shise and showed us his scaz.

Az the Covoner’s Court in Glebe, Dr Johan Dudl
who had performed Scott’s autopsy: said the fll was so
disfiguring that the police siatement ax the inguest thar
theve wese no “defence wounds” made ne forensic sense,
Duflou said thers was “nothing o suggest one way or
ihe ether - suicide, accident or lzemimda.” Wewspager
weacher sepores fiom the sime of Scou’s disappearance
uniil his bur_y was found showed that it bad wined ofien,
Whas did “no signs of a struggle” mean in the police
ieport if rhe crime scene had beeﬂ. washed by win?
The Sun-Femld ran a story thar raised quesiions
ot and included my emall
addgess. Within houss I received an onslaugh: of mes-
sazes: from gay men who had been bashed bui never
reporied iy fom emergency soom dociors who had
wweated apparen: gay bashings; fom a woman whose
gay brother’s deach had been tuled a suicide bur she
cho:\ s believe it. One petson told me how a young thug

had vegulasly bmgged about beating up gays with his
smates all over the Movihern Beaches, I went to \/ia,nl/
asticle rlcaaﬁz:za the assest of

Libeary and saw 2 1937
oo men and a

s Tite tor the family took o series Of turns fov ol
se as they moved around the mote downisodden
Angeles-sabu

¢ helped with fo ldmg and rubber banding, Their
# sister Terry moved out before her 15¢h birthday,
the two brothers became even closes.

15 college kids, Scott and Steve had climbed the
terhorn in Swiizerland and l‘avtinel'j ool 50kum
s asound Los Angeles while discussing compures-
jpamnming la.lcuafres. They dramimed up a couple
»nsulring jObS together ar 'md had big firenre plans.
e i wasat unidl he was 22 chae Scoit came our
alder brother. Scort had just s\:LLs'n_d
ge studies and Stsve had jusc &
vacuaie school ar Harvaed,

5 Sicwlwﬂdﬂnwaemoei-mvi:emnrl - ~mes; an-onweach “wotkerfor~the AIDEC
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uring their [vestigaion;
The nexr days wese a blur of

evelasion, Ulo Klem-
il of
NSV, iold e e patsolied the same ases in the lare
1980s. I was “denrntel 7 a bear, one of about 500 or
more that operaced at the time asound Sydney. Some of
the Manly beats were merely mesting places, 2nd m
would then head for the hills w0 have sex.

1 conwaceed longtime Manly Daily weporicer Joha
imbe to see if he could recomimend any souices.
trigred enough w write a font-page sory
Was it Musdes?” The
chxdec. n) contaci informaiion. My mobile

7

e was
two days laser with the heﬂdlz

'lcnan married

7 swas “at the heart”

©0an _ﬁ\_tzssie saié i:»:—. ches-tn-law

B
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homesexuals on the Morih Shoze”.

The same thug was
ane of thase ¢

sested, On December 13, 1988, just a

Ronald Cusrie was found in a woilet blodk in North
Manly, Ar least 2 dozen other Mundy Daifyasiicles fom
ihe time described assaults in places such as packing
iots and soile: blocks from Reef Beach o Narsbeen.
Bafose leaving Sydney in 2007, 1 _\ll«cewar'\ and 1
sent a deiailed seport wo the G 'D'u"!t. and the
INSW unsolved homicide squad. T
Milledge, who agseed the new evidence sous
w0 the Boi
1o reclas
o&:elo&

E ela.tian" She said i mig]
the case
ou.!d bein

vs deatti; the dead bar:; of Wyeas-old
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Pous years lates, on Jasmary 29 this yeas, we conghi
ous fiesh Facebook lead, The email claimed to be from
a 13-year-old boy, who aleried me 10 a posting on the
Gay Marriage Rights in Ausiealia Facebool: page with
the “confession” afier finding my email addzess on the
web. I contacted Steve, and sent the information o
NSW Siate Coroner Mary Jetam, She sesponded
almost immediarely thar she would pull Scoit’s fle. 1
also sent the Facebook “confession” vo the NSW pelice,
and was told somebody would lool: into it.

Finally, in carly May, Steve sent me to Sydney again.
This time, Stephen Page took 2 more acvive sole. We
et Manly police Detective Inspector Lulke Asthuss,
who said they werent having much luck wacking the
young man who sent the email, much less
the alleged “confessor”. We explained that
even if the “confession” was a prank, che
other information we had developed was
solid. Asthuss dismissed this by saying
police had seviewed the case in 2007 and
declinerd vo acr. Page and Tlefi she meeting
with a sinking feeling, Using an inverner
expert Sieve had hived, we found ihe youny
man who wiowe me with the Facebook
deiails. 1 spoks to him and his mothes, bu:
we were no closer 1o finding the alleged
“confessor”. Police have since old Steve
that they believe i was 2 hoaw.

i Sue Thompson, the foimer NSW police

Scott’s death, § & and lesbian liaison officer frora 1990 w0

for the longest [ {ZOO:’},_vnt.ﬁe a repoic in suppor of“a. new

time, stopped | tlves,tzgau?:n, siating thu_ d!gi\e is fx tikeli-

my liffe - hood of sirong 90551blh$.yl :)f Seoits cl&!d’l

being ancther gay hate dliffiop homicide/

musder”, Stephen Page did the sare, Ava

saeeting ai the Cotoner’s effice in Glebe

. i with police, 1 laid out the new information

Sisvs Jomst athis m  that indicated 2 high probabiliny thaz Scords

wedding in 1955, with death was not a suicide,  was told ouz new

Best man Scoi (lef) " i

evidence would be considered,

1 seceived this update at the end of May:

“The Srate Corones has, based on the infoi-

saation provided by you, seopened the inquest for the

puspose of direciing police to investigate those issues.

Oncz the Coroner is in teceipt of that investigation she

will make a determination whether 1o reopen the for-

mal inquest into the death or leave the finding o5 it

stands. Mo decision can be made uniil the covonerbas ...

seceived the police matedal. It s nor anticipared that
will occur till laver this year.” Manly police secently wold

§E€ve thar they anticipace complering an ivestigation
for the Coroner in the coming months.

“1 do not imagine i will be a selief 1o lzarn that my
brother was the viciima of a musdes rather than a sui-
cide,” Steve wrote to me recently. “Bur nndessianding
the teue circurnstances surrounding his death would be
very impostani 0 me and Scorts family” The one
shied of corafort helll to is that th
should highlight awaseness abour how gay haie

ives and le:

“Not dheir seal nasnes, I you have any information oa this case,
coneact Manly Police 9976 8099 o Crime Stoppars 1800 333 000.
Daniel Glicl can be reached at djayglick@earthlinle.ner

FATNBRAF



Mr Daniel Glick

i ?M&ﬁi‘\ﬁ
ear Mr Zlic)
7
| write further to our sarlier correspondence concerning the death of Mr
Brarr Inhnenr
W WEIGG JIT000ITU00

As | indicated previously, | have made representations to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services on your behalf.

| have now recelved a response from the Minister and & copy of his let
is attached for your information.

| note the Unsolved Homicide Team reviewed all available evidence during
& second inguest into Mr Johnson’s death with the alm of establishing a
link to the homophobic vislence that took place in the Eastern Suburbs
during the 1980°s.

| &lso note the case continues to receive attention and that fresh inquirles
are presently in their infancy.

Thank you agaln for contacting me about Mr Johasen's death. | remain
confident thet investigators will continue to pursue this matter should
any fresh leads or evidence come to light.

If there is anything further | can do to assist, please do not hesitate to
tontact me.

?@\ng Qmﬁre;
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BOVERNMENT

“The Hen Michael Gallacher MLG
Leader of the Goverment in the Legislative Counil
Minister for Police and Emergency Services

. Minister for the Hunter

MIN12008224-02
The Hon Mike Baird MP
Tregsurer

ot 6D sladiimene

E'
Y

- i f-"«\, Mﬁm
Dear Tregsurer 1

g .
A A

Thank you for your representations an wehalf of Mr Daniel Glick regarding the
investigation into the death of Mr Scott Jolinsan in 1988.

Assistant Comimissionar sl Lanyon, State Crime (T;@mmamﬂ@r,' advises e,
follewing the second inquest into Scoit's desih, the Unsolved Homiclds Team
undertock a review of all avidence with one aim being t© identify any links

NPL.0209.0001.0030

i petwearn Scolt's death and those of meh in the Eastern Suburbs in the 1980's.
i : . - _ :
Although fresh inguiries are 0 their infancy, Assfstant Commissioner Lalayon
| informs me lnvestigators are not hopsfig of being able to link Incidents around
! the same tms of homophobie vielence in the Menly area and Eastam
‘Sybuibs to Seott's death. .
% S
i ‘fours sincerely
(} {"4 - Y
N, —
LA LL
\J ALt
| ] ichaeT Caligeher HES -
- (it o for Police and Ermergsicy Services
5 o 5 R e it s e -
e
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Scott Johnson Case TAB 4

Updated Report on Evidence and Context of Violence in Manly at i:?me 'n:ims of Smn

Submitted to john Lehmann, Chief of Unsolved Homicides, NSW
By Johnson Family
Jan. 9, 2013

16-page report documents innumerable incidents of gay hate
bashings /killings in the Northern Beaches throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

Compiled from research and fresh interviews conducted by the Johnson
Family in Dec 2012.

This report was submitied to Inspector Lehmann after he informed family
that Scott’s case would not be investigated due to lack of leads or evidence of
violence towards gays in the Northern Beaches.

The report well establishes the pattern of gay hate violence was rampant in
the Northern Beaches at the time of Scott Johnson's death. No link to the
violence in the Eastern Suburbs around Bondi {Operation Taradale
documented that several gay men were murdered by being thrown from
cliffs by gay hate gangs) need be established beyond noting the patiern of
violence was pervasive throughout the Sydney area and suburbs. The
evidence in this report may indicate that the violence in the Northern
Beaches was pervasive.

Updated: [an. 14,2013
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January 9, 2013

Tao: Detective Senior Inspector John Lehmann, NSW Police

From: Scott johnson’s surviving family: Steve, Rebeccs, Terry and Sloan
johnson (siblings of the deceased), Grant jo E’msmn (father of the deceased),
Rosemarie johnson (sister-in-law of the deceased), and Emimna, Ruben and
Tessa johnson (adult nieces and nephew of the deceased)

Re: New lnformation pertaining to the death of Scott Russell johnson
As you requested during your meeting with Rebecca Johnson and Daniel

Glick on December 6, 2012 at NSW Police Headguarters in Parr ﬂat , we would
like to formally present new investigative material the Scott H@hﬂson 1amﬂy has
developed since the NSW Coroner’s office june 2012 ruling of an “open finding” that
remanded Scott’s case to your office. We believe this report details tangible, credible
and important leads regarding several unsolved homicides of gay men in the Sydney
area in the late 1980’s and early 1990's, including that of our brother, Scott Johnson.

In preparing this report, the family has consulted with national experts in
Australian gay hate crimes, NSW District Court d@cume_nts, current and former NSW
policemen, members of the gay c«:rs'smrn:hmw, Scott’s friends who had heretofore not
been interviewed, and lifelong Northern Beaches resi de nis. We have followed these
multiple strears o nmlependmi evidence to construct this report.

Frankly, Rebecca and Daniel formed the impression that you thought their
verbal presentation sumimarizing the highlights of our new “”mdmgs was not as
compeliing as we believe they are. Perhaps we did not present the new material as
well as we might have, and we hope this detailed report will be more convincing.

We know your @EE] ce is aware that during the era surrounding Scott’s death,

as Operation Taradale painstakingly exposed, loosely-linked groups of young,
violent men routinely pmw ed gay ‘beats” in the eastern suburbs in order to assauit,
ob, and sometimes murder gay men. In 1992 the NSW Police Commissioner himself
was so concerned about the level of unreported targeted violence at beats across
NSW that he established a senior level working party to work with the AIDS Council
beats experis and report to the Deputy Commissioner (from “Report of Sue
Thompson re: Death of Scott Johnson,” 1/6/2011 presented to Police and to Coroner
at para 1.14. Ms. Thompson was the coordinator and police expert on gay/lesbian
issues from 1990 to 2002). The Commissioner’s intervention was in response to 2
long-term, wndespreﬂd p’f@bﬂem which had been well documented by Thompsot
and presented tod

Stephen ﬂ—’a% former N‘?W Dc‘temv& Sergeant and the lead investigator for
“Operation Taradale, filed a report tothe Coroner i nw ma:h 1e-stated; “Toelieve the - — - -
culture of violence unearthed in the Taradale inve tion 1 wld haVe; been £ ‘t’ﬂiaﬁ

of many beats in this era. [ do not believe the Ndl
viclence being experienced against gay men elsew
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13t a virtually identical pattern of

e Narthern Beaches communities

v bashers who routinely operated

th Sydney’s St Leonard’'s Park.
gay hate violence has apparvently beew
ite a wide range of available evidence

d NSW police report in 2007

at similar gangs operated along
ime as the ot v-notorious Bondi raurders, the

) de of the Harbuw Bridge was
cographically distant” from the eastern svbwbs, and as such would not have been
uby act to the same kinds of anti-gay violence.

That analysis was flawed beyond comprehension, which the reports of ex-
Police Detective Stephen Page {Officer in Charge of Operation Taradale) and ex-
civilian Sue Thompson (NSW Police Gay/Lasbian Coordinator) make evident. These
reports were apparently qmt\, influential in the Coroner’s June 2012 decision to

averturn the original suicide umdmg, and their opinion and expertise remains
germiane as you ¢ u@ﬁTST’dEK’ Scott’s case today.
The attached new repart maﬁ_es their testd
and provi d s compeliing new svidence to further
On behalf o 'thc entire ‘?mc&}] ﬂ'm son fgnnil
to review our findings in more detail now

W classify this report into the following categories, and will expand on these
rngin points below:

=

. New, detailed information from District Court records about two
specific Persons of Interest we identified in the june 2012 Coroner's
brief; both had been arrested and convicted of multiple assaults and
robberies of gay men in multiple Northern Beaches communities
around the time of Scott’s death.

2, Names of two additional Persons of lnterest not included in our original
report, who were also identified in District Court records as ¢ C@ﬂﬂ@\:@d
gay bashers in Northern Beaches communities.

3. Notably, the name of a key potential witness and source, who was

apparently a reluctant participant in s 5@\\7@1"311 I assaults against gay memn

iLm ’rh@ @@mpamy @f the aforementioned 'P@f§@m¢ s of Interest. nl‘ms man

[

)

B Ndi@@a ot @ omlme wmtmess@\x whr W 'mﬂ@. ﬂl_ “ll Vi be:» able t@ ﬁ@‘l@u E“JIV ﬂu- J
men who participated in similar assaults as occasional members of the
aforementioned group but were not named in the court documients

E. Names of witnesses who may have overheard thess and other

perpet FTING about other bashines a

i

l
l
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Report by Johnson Family on Case of Scott Russell johnson - January 9, 2013

6. Names of witnesses who may help identify women who were associates
of these men and who may have witnessed and/or participated in some
of these assaunlts.

7. Allegations of other possible gay-hate murders committed by these and
other memn, both in the Northern Beaches and in The City.

8. Information about other suspicious deaths in the Manly area around
the time of Scott's death.

9. Interviews with additional witnesses who identified the area around
and above the Shelley Beach parking lot as an active gay beat at the
time of Scott’s death.

10.Additional interviews with friends and acquaintances of Scott johnson
who further attest to the unlikeliness of his committing suicide. Police
have not interviewed any of these people, elther at the thne of Scott’s
death, at the time of the 1989 Inguest, during the 2012 review by Manly
LAC at the request of the Coroner’s office, or during the 2012 inquest.

1. New information aboui]\\|sels] mdm our previous
brief, we detailed newspaper reports of an arrest for dozens of counts of
assault and robbery on homosexual men that occurred in 1986.

NP 98 %] NP 107 were both named, as was an
unidentified juvenile, in both a Manly Daily and a Sydney Morning Herald
account of an arrest at Reef Beach, a few kilometers from where Scott died.
We recently obtained records through the District Court Registrar that detail
these assaults and robberies committed by amand show that
both men were convicted for multiple counts of assaults on homosexuals in
multiple locations. In police interviews and court testimony,
MLl 2dmitted to roving the Northern Beaches communities from Narrabeen
to North Sydney, committing assaults and robberies against gay men during
the same time period as Scott's death. These recently obtained court records
contain testimony from the assailants, eyewitness testimony, the names of
arresting officers, and the names of at least ten victims of these brutal
assaults and robberies in at least three Northern Beaches locations.

Herewith a few annotated excerpts from the [N=XL: 3l court files:

ba_ rister suggested that may very well know several
other perpetrators of similar crimes. Note especially the last sentence below,
which indicates thai[JJ3gicould still be a primary source of important
additional information.

e “Atthe time-of his.arrest the prisoner freely admitied his and his co-offenders
involvement in these maiters. He assisted Police to investigate and apprehend

other persons who were subsequently charged with similar matters. He has

made contact with arresting Police since these matters and has assisted with
information that has led to the successful arvest and prosecution of persons jor
serious criminal offences. [ have spoken personally to members of s family
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who have supported him through this matter and they are of the opinion thai
he has rehabilitated himself. He would be in grave danger if sentenced to a
term af imprisonment because of information he has supplied.”

{n one interview, |\ Rl said, “We heard on the TV and radio about them [gay
men] assaulting children. We wanted to do something about it.”

Police auestion: Why did you go to the park (St. Leonards) at night?
NP 98 “To bash the men whe have sex with other men. We take their
money ann whatever they have on them.”

NP 98 NP 107 and [ went down to get a drink. R ;m’d lets go
poajter bashing.” They went on to assauli a man with some drill bits hidden in
a bag, which by their description would have to be considered a lethal weapon.

Police guestion: “Can you tell me why you comimitted this offence?”
Just the way he looked at us, he raised his eyebrows.”

m EX| NP 10 [see #2 below) were arrested at Reef

Beach for more than 40 counts involving assaulis on n@m@sss.w*n men. in the
original report the Johnson family filed with the Magistrate’s o
we provided testimony frow
the time, who recounted hearing about these bashings and the arrest,
although he was not a direct witness. We detailed his recollections in the
2007 report, and the court documents we recently obtained completely
corroborate Mr. Reed's testimony.

Dur information is \:haﬁ““urn"emﬁ resides in or near
Narrabeen, and frequents bars in Manly Beach. He is divorced, and his ex-
wifie might also prove to be an excellent source of information about
\CEEN: past actions. We also note th_a'bmthern NP 98.1
NP 98 1as been implicated in organized crime and drug running.

Our information is that [Nkl died at home in Warriewood, sometime
between 22-23/11/98. The coroner dispensed with the need for a full
inquest because the death was clearly self-inflicted.

IMPORTANT NOTE: WE BELIEVE [NRIAFAMILY AND FRIENDS SHOULD
BE INTERVIEWED TO LEARN WHETHER MENTIONED ANY

NPL.0209.0001.0037

DETAILS OF HIS MOST VIOLENT ACTS, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY
- THAT HE MURDERED. SCOTT JOHNSON.

i3

- Names of two additional assailants not included in our original report.
C@"uzt records we recently obtained throu gﬁ the Dwsmm \“:nm Reg stray
identified two other assailants not known to u

Inquest: [N=X[ =X NP 104 These men

g
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Narrabeen ares, and were arvested for committing multiple assaulis against
homosexual men in the late 1980s and early 1990s in several Northern
Beaches communities. Through additional interviews we have conducted

with men who associated with these convicted gay bashers, we have
additional testimony about these individuals’ activities and associates.

IMPORTANT NOTE: atleast 20 NSW police officers, including
Constables, Senior Constables, Detectives, Detective Sergeants, and
Inspectors from at least three LAC's were named in the arrest,
interrogation and/or court records regarding these arrests, which
occurred in 1986 and whose court cases lasted through 1990. To
suggest, as has been relayed to us, that Manly Police were not well
aware of this rash of gay bashings at the time of Scott’s death in 1988 is
simply not plausible.

3. One of the above [\l was arrested for assault and
robberies with the aiorementioned assaflants but was convicted of
lesser charges. We have reason to believe [JgRag was a reluctant
participant who acted as a “driver” but who was nonetheless a material
witness to multiple acts of violence against gay men. We ave certain that

has detailed, first-person ﬂmow?e@l@e @hlhe assailants’ activities. Our
uncontirmed understanding from sources who know [[JRSRl is that he
himself is now divorced and may be openly gay. He is or was Funeral
Director for Charles Kinsela at Narrabeen, 1485 Pittwater Road.

IMPORTANT NOTE: WE BELIEVE IT IS INCUMBANT UPON POLICE TO
INTERVIEW [EXZE .S SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND WE
RESPECTFULLY ASK POLICE To consinER

SCHEDULED TO AIR IN EARLY FEBRUARY
2013. TELEPHONE SURVEILLANCE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED FOR
AS WELL, WE HAVE NOT CONTACTED HIM.

4, Names of other potential witnesses that may help identify oth [ r men who
participated in similar assaults as occasional memben‘s of thea remmu@uaed
group. We have begun to generate a list of people who were ﬂssmzlazte

NP 107 NP 10 and others from the Narrabeen High School dass.es
of the early 1990s., which multiple sources have confirmed was a core
location for “skinhead” activity and anti-gay violence. We have been told that

e “poofter bashing” along with amﬂ e

NPL.0209.0001.0038

SOMmE of these young men may have partcipated i Gteasional aets or

We have not asked all our witnesses if they are willing to speak directly with
police, but we believe that they may ¢ @p erate. Herewith a synopsis of one
man's detailed recollections: Source “A” i p[o oximately 36-year-old

S 2
male, a self-described “former s]:_m_ae’id from Narrabeen.
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21

brothers Mt and Raa DR
[ EWBlnposa “A” recalled [RERin part

2

“A” was approximately 13-years old when Scoit died, but had an older
brother who dealt drugs and hung out with some of the aforementioned
Persens of Interest, and whose father owned a restaurant in Narrabeen
where many of them congregated. “A” is a self-described former juvenile
delinquent who says he never participated in any gay-bashings but did
participate in criminal activity as a teenager. We spent time over several days

ith him, and found his descriptions credible and detailed. “A” said that these
men and [ bragged about driving all over the
Northern Beaches to search for gay men at beats. A self-described [
because he is || 2" said it was not unusual for this group to
begin a night in Narrabeen (often at the bus terminus, a well-known beat),
and work their way up the coast towards Manly, looking for gay men to bash
and rob. {Jfcould travel. They had cars,” “A” said.

“A" offered recollections of other members of the “crew,” some of whom he
identified as “random lunatics” who would commit mayhem, including gay
bashings. Some of the names he offered as potential or occasional gay
bashers, all uncorroborated and with uncertzin spellings, include FXSR

uar as bragging
about going to “the wall” near Oxford Street in the city (2 known place where
male prostitutes would work) and lure young men over before bashing them
with a baseball bat. “A" also recalled hearing stories about these men going to
gay beats where there were “glory holes” - holes cut in between toilet stalls
where men would insert their penises for random, anonymous sexual acts -
and bash these men's nenises with bricks. “A” also said he had heard that two
mem_md his friend _ bath
associates of the other Narrabeen “crews,” would routinely "go to gay night
clubs, pretend they were gay lure them and bash and rob them.”

“A” introduced us to Adam “B” (#6, below), who independently (without “A”
@ pd

present during the conversation) corroborated many of “A’s” recollections -~
and added additional information.

Names of potential witnesses who may have overheard known
perpetrators bragging about other bashings and murders. From recent
interviews with people familiar with the assailants and their associates, we
have compiled a list of additional men who likely possess first-hand

NPL.0209.0001.0039
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kiowledge of the assallants Coniessions and/ or diSCussIoNS of adaitional gay
bashings. We would be happy to share these names with police investigator

with the understanding that we cannot yet independently corroborate their
possible involvement.
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RN [NREI -2t others from that era. “B” is by no means an
unimpeachable source - he is what could be charitably called a “shady
character” with self-avowed interests in brothels and pornography, amor
other illegal activities. We have not been able to independently corrobora
his allegations, and but have asked if he would be willing to share this
information with police and are awaiting his response. He did indicate that

he has been a police informant in the past on other matters.

ng
te

“B” said that he regularly socialized with and a
group of young Narrabeen troublemakers, playing cards, drinking, and doing
drugs. “B" said he never participated in any assaults on gay men, but
regularly heard the others brag about “poofter bashing.” “B” said that the
three in particular would show up with watches and jewelry they had
obtained from gay bashings, and said that for them, “it was an absolute
sport.” Names he offered as notential occasional participants included
(deceased), anc XN

X - so deceased).

B” recounted "rhanhad Jep@m:dlly been “raped” by three

men in the Narrabesn bue station, which “B” says “wag the start of

everything” when it came to (RGN cay bashing spree. “B” said that
tm!. his mates would start at Narrabgen, then go to Freshwater,
Mossman, Taronga Zoo, and eventually to Manly, because “Manly was the
place to find the gays - especially Shelley Beach.” He said that G
acted as the “lure” because he was the youngest of the four (includi
BT = Ashton). [EETJ-ould pretend to be gay and interested, then
bring a willing partner into the bush, where [ nd [l vere waiting.
Ashton “was the driver.” Note: This M.O. is identified repeatedly in
Operation Taradale and in court documents regarding the Reef Beach

arrests @ﬁ N R i 1986.

6. Names of potential witnesses wiho may help identify women who were
associates of these men and who may have witnessed or participated in some

£ 7

of these assaulis.

Simon Donchoe of the Australian Federation of AIDS Organizations, in a
December 2012 in-person interview with Daniel Glick, recounted being
assaulted in Collaroy Beach in the early 1980s by at least four or five men in a
toilet block. He was bashed by a baseball bat, which broke his nose, and

—  Kkicked viciously il the T1Ds anid abo e S Dody. T e merr el ant-Doohoe————""
- .crawled out of the toilet block, only to be set upon again by the men.
Donohoe recounts that it was only the protestations of a group of womsn
who accompanied these men that persuaded them to leave Donchoe alone.
Donohoe never reported the attack to police, for two stated reasons: he W"\
living at home and was not openly gay; and he believed that police would n
have taken his claims seriously.

~J
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’

km_nwn ay b&SﬂG“’S, swmev. mes pan tici patmc md sometimes merfely
witnessing these assaulis. Through “A” and Adam “B” we have names of
several women known to associate withINE -

We cannot independently confirm if the spelling of these names
is accurate, or if these women were direct or indirect witnesses to any gay
bashings. According to both “A” and “B", it is likely that some of these women
are former or current prostitutes and/or drug addicts. We would be happy
to provide possible current phone numbers for several of these women.
Note: As with all potential witnesses besides the aforementioned “4”
and “B”, we have not contacted any of these people.

7. Allegations of other possible gay-hate murders 'm ted b y these a a‘i
other men in Shelley Beach aiud i' the City. In this sp c allegation, “B” set
“A” the following text message, which “A” shared with I amel,

U c S« 4 of his cousins use to go inio the cross n bondi to bash

gays I no of ]uw incidents that u’éﬁﬁpéﬁé{z o the steps that go j’i'um the cross
to woolamaleo they thro a bloke from the top step n he hit the bottom he died

We wonder if this may be a reference to one of the murders referenced in
Prof. Stephen Tomsen's report, “Gay Killings in New South Wales:

Victimisation and the Police Response,” which catalogued ten
unsolved gay hate crimes between 1987-1995, including

“A general pattern of official disinterest has also meant that these killings have
only been of minor interest to homicide researchers in Australia. In part this
seems to be due to the difficulties experienced with official records. Although
violent crime has become topical and politicised in the last decade, many
aspecis of recording and analysis are still very antiquated or in a situation of
Jflux. Among incidents that are officially recorded by police agencies, there is
mostly no indication that these are hate crimes. This may sometimes be
apparent from the laborious study of records, but these cases are only found hy
chance and many records describe ambiguous crime scenarios. Much of the

NPL.0209.0001.0041

historical underrepariing and under-recording and the unknown level of
power, and substantial levels of complacent or hostile police atiitudes.”

olleague Ralph
ion (mcﬂuolei 0 GUY

It is also noteworthy th t? at
Moore, another AIDS ou

- —violence againstgays-and-lesbians is ¢ combined consequence-of a lock af secial. - — -~ -
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previous brief) about how the Manly beats operated in a particularly
underground manner in order to avoid confrontations with the police. [n
1990 and 1991, when Keen worked with the Manly police doing outreach, he
recalled, many gay men reported that the police would drag men out of the
toilet blocks that served as beats and then publicly berate the men.

Sue Thompseon, who was then the NSW Police Gay/Lesbian Client Consultant,
has recently confirmed that this was definitely a common police practice at
VﬁsmTy at ﬂn'st 'time 'ind was one of tche E@ﬁ'ﬂc-tcrn D«:»lim,e prac’cﬁcps d@cmmented

F‘arw into VL@Heﬁ ice at Beats and ﬁe new IU lice lnswu«.tn@ﬁtu ah@ut P@ane
operations at beats (see Report of Sue Thompson re Death of Scott Johnson
para 1.14 “because one of the major obstacles to getting beat users to report
violence to police was gaining trust, which meant police attitudes to and
operations at beats needed to become professional and appropriate so that
they were no longer part of the problem but of the solution.”)

Keen said the atmosphere of distrust and fear of the police had reached a
point of great conflict at the time surrounding Scott's death. Because of this,
he u,he@n*wecs men might have met up in the known heais in town hut have
gone to a more sedu_ded spot around the cliffs above the Shelley Beach
parking lot to have sex.

Sue Thompson also confirms this was a strategy known to her at the time and
confirmed in her report at Para 3.4 that “beat locations were not confined to
the toilet area at Manly as police thought.”

NOTE: In this context, we observe that Scott Johnson’s death was not
listed among these unsolved murders because his death was originally
rulled a suicide with “no suspicious circumstances,” according to the
only press report on his death at the time. This st °@mglly suggests there
were other potential homicides that could yet be investigated (see #8).

Sue Thompsen further in her Report states at Para 1.4 “If Scott’s death
had come to our attention in 1990, given its particular circumstances,
and what these told us given the expertise we had gained into the
pattern of these murders, we would definitely have added his death to
our list of solved and unsolved gay hate murders. It is my opinion that

- ———merders bt thatittoskple

Scott’s death is another death in ﬂ"n@ @pn@ﬂ@m ic of gal;y ham@ @En”fﬁ:@m

In an in-person meeting Daniel had with “B, he also recounted an incident
wher<{EREIIN 2d some accomplices bragged about having bashed an@
drowned a man near the beach area in Shelley Beach and left his body on ¢

rocks on the far side of the cove. “B” did not recall details of the c*raurt yﬁ ar,
but thought it was in 1989, and recounted that some of the participants in

b
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this murder bragged ﬁl@@u it at a poker game. “B” guessed that this crew may
have bragged about “90 - 100" bashmgs and an undetermined number of
e de rs. Aﬁam we 3.ckimwﬂedge &E-:i.m we havc 1o way of independently

r linking his

eewﬂean@m apemf&caiﬂ to cht S dc,dm

Information about other suspicious deaths or unsolved murders around
the time of Scott’s death. One in particular is of keen interest to our
investigation. [ vas notorious as “A" put it, as “the hardest guy in
Narrabeen” -- a violent skinhead who defined himself as a disciple of Hndev
and who decorated his room with Nazi flags. [NERBl vas apparently implicated
in a number of gay bashings, including an inciaent that involved muhnpﬂe
stabbings of a gay man near Kings Cmss,

M"aa.@ mdﬁpendenﬂy from the aforementioned crew of Spadina and
who were of Eastern European (Yugoslav) descent, and “A,’ who
was of Italian descent [JiFJJind his skinhead crew also allegedly targeted
gay men and Asian men for viclence. In 1992, [N XN s found
murdered in his home, and his brothes

R} _ ~ . —
was tried and acguitted of his brother’s vas

exhumed from a shallow grave in front @f their h@use.uvas
found not guilty in the Supreme Court on 12/8/93. The investigating officer
was Det Sgt Ellicot, from Mosman police. The court file number is

92/91 /0042, but we have not yet been unable to obtain the record - but a
told it contains details of [ zay bashing incidents.

Both “A” and “B” believe that [l was murdered by three men, possibly
because of a drug deal gone bad. Two of the three men are deceased, but a
third is still alive. These sources allege that

B S o deceased) and Il

murden"ed We cannot independently verify these allegations.

Additionally, a newspaper report from the Manly Daily from Dec 15, 1988
said thai[¥ was found dead in a toilet block in
Nolan Reserve in North Manly - within a week of Scott’s death. Qur
information is that this was a gay beat. We have no information about Currie.

cha have also been unable to obtain any information about the whereabouts
it the time of Scott’s death. [NaRXWllvas convicted

NPL.0209.0001.0043

——=———forseabbing (R m’_rme-c:uns*alh@ve-ﬁnel,ey*bewﬂmrrﬂ‘%(y ator

very near the exact spot where Sco LL tt’s clothes were found, We do 1

it is possible that he was a repeat offender, or if he was incarcerated a
time of Scott’s s de ath.

In 2007, th

that was co

port to the NSW Coroner’s office
er N§Y
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John MacNamara {acting as a private investigator for the Scott johnson
family). In compiling the report, MacNamara interviewed g a
spearfisherman who found Scott Johnson's body on the rocks near Blue Fish
Point{ R was 2 former military man with precise E’ea:@iﬁewmc’ ifh@w
Scott’s body and clothes were found. In his testimony to MacNamara,
recalled that another body had been found nearby in the weeks prior to or
after Scott’s death. We have not been able to access the P-79A reports from
that era that may shed more light on this recollection, nor have we been able
to access the police “occurrence pads” that would certainly contain more
nformation relevant to Scott's and other possible investigations.

As for #9 and #10, below, Rebecca and Daniel discussed these points with
you at your December 6 meeting: the possibility that Scott may have taken his own
life, and whether the area where Scott died was a gay “beat.” Rebecca and Daniel

understood from thelr conversation with you that you siill appear to give
considerable credence to the possibility that Scott committed suicide, and that you
remain unconvinced that the place where Scott died was a gay “beat.” It is with
great regret and sadness that we feel compelled to continue to speak to these two
issues, which we thought had been definitively addressed in the June 2012
Coroner's Inouest and rulix ng hw "T)@umg_uﬁ'v Ctate Coransr Carmel Forbas,

2351 wES Caails 2 SLRLS PONBT Lall

9. The area where Scott died was a known and “notorious” gay beat
Deputy Coroner Carmel Forbes’ ruling in June stated unequivocally that “it is
now known that the North Head of Manly near Blue Fish Point where Scott
Jjohnson's body was found was a known gay beat.” Yet during Rebecca and
Daniel’s discussion with you on December 6, 2012, you stated that you had

consulted with former Manly LAC Det. Sgt. and now Superintendent Doreen

Cruickshank, and our understanding was that she informed you that the area

was not known to police at the time as a beat. She testified at the time of the
1989 Inquest that although police were aware of other beats in Manly, the

area in, around and above the Shelley Beach parking lot was not one of them.

With respect to what you consider to be her considered opinion, it runs
counter to a wealth of information that was available to her at the time, as
well as additional information that has emerged since 1988. That opinion
also runs directly contrary to first-person testimony from multiple users of

that beat that we already supplied to police ~ and we add to with this report.

The area where Scott died was unequivocally a “beat” - one of hundreds of

places in the greater Sydney area where gay met during this period.
T (SEE OUT PreviGus briet tha IeS TeStITNONY ITOT o e
~ ACON outreach worker, as well a«_ 112 and
Professor Steven Tomsen, among others. ) S
We have already presented testimony from men who said they personally
used that beat, in 2 manner similar to what Scott may have done: by taking

off one’s clothes, Qurnb aking, and awaiting an advance from a willing partner.

11
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The place where Scott died was absolutely known to police prior to his deat
It is of indisputable public record that the aforementioned
was stabbed at or around the exact spot where Scott died, after disrobing and

having sex with [N who was ultimately arrested.

In addition to the testimony of four gay men we provided to police, who all
said they personally visited this beam, either as participants and/or as
professional outreach workers, we now add the testimony of another man
who contacted us recently. If you are interested in speaking with him, we can
ask if he would be willing to share his story with police. This man, who was
living at Manly at the time of Scott's death, met with Rebecca in person and
says he remembers the day they ‘fcmnd Scott’s body. He said he remembered
reading right after that there were "no suspicious circumstances” and that he
and everyone he knew thought that was “sbsolute b.s.” He later wrote:

“Everyone knew it was a beat - it was really big. They called it the church
because the hole in the wall was kind of cross shaped and the story was that
there used to be a monastery up there. The roof @f the old surf club used io be
a big hook up spot, there were even pornos filmed up there. When that stwit
down, he thinks guys went up the hill. There was a fnmuus {publicly straight)

Aussie actor *** phelps who was up there all the éime.”

This man says he only went up there once, with his friend, who was a flight
attendant for Quntas. He said there were naked men everywhere on their
towels and wandering thru the bush playing with themselves.

This man told Rebecca, “The police definitely knew it was a beat.” They stopped
this man’s firiend in the parking lot around 1987 and told him if they caught
him geing up there again, they'd arrest him. This man went there every time he
had a day off - he lived about 30 min drive away (Mona vale, 1 think). He died uf
aids about 3 years ago. Sometimes this man and his partner would go to "th
church” together, but mostly they'd go alone.

The fact that ([ 25 stabbed after disrobing
voluntarily, having sex with a stranger, and then being knifed, just two years
before Scott’s death, should be pretty definitive evidence that this was a beat
that had historically atiracted violence. Testimony we have presented f from

o 49,

several other gay men who have called this particular beat “notorious”

T ———should, We LK, IUrIer COMrTT tIs 18ct.

he fact tha upeﬂnﬁ.@ﬂd it Doreen ank apparently continu
maintain | ?nai his beat was not know n to the pelice at the time -- and
therefore could not have been a beat - defies cre M . From what you fold
us, we can only come to i':ive €ot mcﬂu fon 'ehat her evidence fo i
the fact that she and her officers did not know "aF out it at the

T
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did not know about the incident involving the stabbing @1_?
EEN -cy should have. If they knew about that Incident ana did
not make the possible connection to Scott's death, we suggest that
would qualify as a substantial oversight.

Our question for you is this: How many more individuals’ testimony would
you need to hear to be convinced that Deputy State Coroner Carmel Forbes'
ruling holds more weight than Superintendent Cruickshank's ongoing
assertion that she and her officers had no knowledge of the beat at the time
of Scott’s death - and therefore it was not a beat? We would like to
formally express our dismay at your office’s defiance of the Coroner's
explicit finding, correborated by the review conducted by Manly LAC
Detective Senior Constable Tim Wilsomn, that this was indeed a beat.

10. The overwhelming preponderance of the evidence suggests that
suicide is highly unlikely. Your assertion to Rebecca and Daniel that
suicide remained a reasonable if not likely explanation for Scott’s death
defies the breadth of available evidence suggesting otherwise. While we
agree that suicide cannot be ruled out 100%, in her June 2012 ruling, Deputy
State Coroner Carmel Forbes stated that “suicide cannot be presumed and
there must ‘clear, cogent and exact’ evidence to support such a finding.”
There was never and remaing none of the above in Scott's case. In making
the original suicide verdict in 1989, the Coroner relied heavily on one single
piece of "evidence” in making the verdict: the testimony of Scott’s partner
N .0 recalled that Scott mentioned thinking about jumping off
the Golden Gate Bridge several years previously. In no testimony tha{fiJl]
N presented did he ever assert that Scott Johnson ever aitempted
suicide. It is widely accepted by the psychiatric community that many
people may at some point in their lives give a thought to suicide or make
some comment to that effect but that is very far from an actual suicide
attempt or indeed actual suicide.

With regard to suicide, we would like to re-emphasize four points:

° Scott died at a place in North Head where there had previously
never been a known suicide, although several other places in North
Head were indeed well known suicide spots. (See testimony from former
Manly Constable Troy Hardie and former Air Rescue Squad member
Wayne Plant.)

T o SCOtt died atter taking off his Clotiing amnc neatly foluing thent. ——

able to find of a similar case. It would be an “unprecedented
precedent,” in the words of one expert.

Gay men do not go to gay beats to commit suicide. Scott died at a place
where gay men met, sunbaked, and sometimes had sex. We are aware of

o
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no other documented case where a gay man comritted suicide at a gay
beat. In Stephcn Page’s report to the Coroner (see above reference, Page
3, para 4), he stated 1 meqmmcaL v, “1 know of no cases of gay men going
to beats to commit suicide.”

In the past few months, have conducted additional interviews with
many of Scott's closest friends and acguaintances, all of whom spent
time with Scott during the final weeks and months of his life, Not @
single person expressed any reason whatsoever to think that Scott
would have taken his own life. Police never interviewed any of these
friends, either at the time of Scott's death, at the time of the 1989 Inquest,
during the review by Manly LAC at the request of the Coroner’s office, or
during the 2012 Inquest.

. The current presumption of NSW courts is that suicide must be proven, not

assuined. In this case, the original police investigation and corresponding 1989
inquest contains one vague and uncorroborated piece of evidence suggesting

suicide: a

recollection of a telephone conversation thiree years prior to Scott’s death

he may have mentioned that he had thought about jumping off a bridge. Even if this
story [whnch has multiple inconsistencies in the original testimony) were taken at
face value, it is the only piece of evidence suggesting suicide.

On the other hand, a review of the original court dummemsn including

testimony from a psvchiatric nurse who was the last verson we are aware of who
saw Scott alive, who testified to Scott’s
academic success, and Scott’s partner, all confirm the deceased’s stable and happy
state of mind. We have submitied letters that Scott wiote, attesting to his state of
mind, his good relationship with his family (who all knew he was openly gay), and
his loving relationship with [E € vou would like the names of an
addm@naﬂ six or more pzople who knew and socialized with Scott during the final
month of his life, and who all were unaware of any reason why he would have taken

his life, we would be happy to supply their contact information.

in any modern Inquest into suicide, it must be proven with evidence that

suicide was the cause of death. There is no such evidence here. It is true that the
Coroner did not rule out the possibility of suicide, but since there is a substantial
and growing body of evidence to suggest homicide, it was our understanding that
the suicide scenario would be the least likely of three possibilities for your
consideration among homicide, misadventure, or suicide.

Scott’s sister Rebecca and Johnson family representative Daniel Glick left

their meeting with you concerned that no amount of evidence we present to the
NSW Unsolved Homicide unit will convince you to follow the substantial and

NPL.0209.0001.0047

T = —credible Teads we provide here. These leads niay yet help solve the mystery of —
e Scott’s death, but. also to. any number of other unsolved homicides. -

F
i
k

We understand that you have limited resources and must make cholces
egarding the “solvability” of crimes. We also understand that this case does not
nvolve forensic evidence or witnesses who have come forward with dﬁﬁ"cc%:

knowledge of the crime. Nonetheless, our understanding of the Coronsr's “open
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finding” was that Scott’s case would be remanded to your office “for further
investigation.” ’

After our meeting of 12/6, all evidence available to the Johnson family
suggests that you have again “reviewed” the case without any further investigation,
which unsurprisingly means you appear to have reached the same conclusions that
the police had originally made: that Scott most likely committed suicide at a place

any further investigation from your team.

We respectfully disagree on all fronts, and hope this letter and new report
will hold some sway. [ would appreciate your timely response to this report and
your advice if necessary as to a more appropriate unit in the Police where this new
information might be further investigated in accordance with police procedures and

protocols, as the Coroner presumably intended.

We conclude with an email message we recently received ﬁ"@m
who had provided confirmation of the existence of the beat where Scott died in our
2007 report, but who was never contacted by police during any subsequent
“review.” We asked B8 o provide written testimony for the purposes of
this report, which we include here. It is quite compelling, in our opinion.

To Whom it May Concern!

Since the mid 1970's I had heard about the cliff area above Shelly Beach, Manly
being an active beat for Homosexual men. A Beat being a meeting place and
sometimes actual locale for having Sex between consenting males. And have known
many men of many sexualities who attended this Beat some on a regular basis. [ have
worked as an HIV/AIDS educator in what was called The Beats Project for ACON (The
AIDS Council of N.5.W.), so my observations and conversations with others is that
during the time that Scott died this was very much still a beat and it operated as
described here.

There was a Sandstone Wall in the bushy area, all the way to the cliff; some
stones had in the passing of time been removed allowing access to what seemed like a
very private area of bushland, Homosexual men would enter through these spaces and
generally would find a nice area where they would disrobe, sometimes totally nude,
place their garments next to them and towel if they had one. They would then either
sunbathe and other men clothed or nude would approach them and form a bond, and
perhaps have sex there, or they would be the ones to leave their belongings and cruise
the area for other men. This was a well-known area and had well worn paths and even
coveted private Spots to be in.

it the 1990 sthelocal Manly paper Tan o Story about a-Deat G the end of the—

. Corso, which council, police and others were concerned about. | personally met witha
high Ranking Police Officer @ Manly Pelice station to discuss this beat, as it was in our
opinion a great place for AIDS education to be done in a time when information was
scarce and often wrong and frightening. So it was then and to some extent now vital
that men who have sex with men, but do not necessarily identify as Gay or Homasexua!
could be approached to have @ conversation about saje sex, Beats are often the only

=
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place many of these men go to for sex, or even meet others that do also, and therefore
they are/were unaware of the GAY communities excellent life saving work done in
N.S.W. sorry § digress a litile, but that was the thrast of the meeting with the Manly
Police Officer, and i note that during this discussion he also mentioned the beat on the
Cliff area acknowledging it's existence, but noted thai he and the Police fi force had no
real concerns with i, and only went there if there was a complaint from the public or
not so nearby residents. Violence has been sadly a part of this beat and I have heard
also stories of youths from the Cathelic School, which is in the general ares, also
harassing men there. It beggars belief that the Police now are claiming that they ha
10 knowledge of this beat.

As in the Bondi Murders I hope that the police, couris and all interested parties
are able to work hand in hand and draw to a conclusion exactly whai happened to
Scott at this Beat, it to my mind is NOT a case of suicide so misadveniure of some kind
must be thoroughly and truthfully investigated, to end the agony for Scott’s Family,

Thank You.

173
N @irem] ded the following photograph of the area near where Scott died
in his January 3, 2013 email to Daniel Glick: '

Sincerely,

Steve Johns
~Rebeccalo li ST ™ ™
January 9, 2013
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Confidential

Scott Johnson Case TAB S5

Nov. 22, 2011

Letter from Johnson Family to Magistrate Mary Jerram outlining concerns over
police inattention and jurisdictional conflict in the review of Scott Johnson’s case
Oct. 6, 2011

o Letter from the Mayor of Sydney to the Minister supporting a re-examination
of Scott’s case.

o Letter from Johnson Family to the Coroner ensued after conversations with
Det. Inspector Luke Arthurs in the Manly LAC, whose comments regarding
the review raised several concerns regarding the seriousness of the review.
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Confidential

22 November 2011

The Hon Michael Gallachar MLC

Dear Minister

Scott Johnson

i wirite on behalf of constituents who have contacted me about the Police investigation of ihe

presumed death of Scott Johnson around Manly in 1988.

Constituenis have contacied me about Scott’s possible murder following an article by Daniel Glick.

| enclose a copy of the article, which suggests that Scott was the victim of gay hais crime. Th'e_
article refers to a confession to Scott's murder on a Facsbook page, and raises concerns thai the
ariginal Police invesiigation was flawed.

My constituents support re-examination of this case based on current police knowledge about gay
hate crime patierns, and similar cases where men were murdered in Sydney.

| share community concern that NSW Police should ensure thai gay hate crimes are properly
investigaied.

Could! you please ensure proper investigaiion of this case and inform me what action you
will take?

s W
CISFé Moore_=="""
Mernber 27 Sydney

NPL.0209.0001.0051




Stephen G. Johnson
October 6, 2011

Dear Magistrate Jerram,

I want to thank you again for instructing the Manly police to review evidence
pertaining to the death of my brother, Scott Russell Johnson, whose body was found at the
bottom of a cliff near Manly Beach in 1988 and whose death was ruled a suicide. On behalf
of Scott’s family and myself, we appreciate your willingness to review new information that
was not available to the authorities at the time, especiaily in light of what we now know
about the epldemic of anti-gay violence that was occurring in the greater Sydney area.

I recently spole to Detective Inspector Luke Arthurs at Manly LAC, and he said his
investigators are preparing a report that they will give to you soon. With all due respect, I
would like to share several concerns that have been building over the past faw months, and
carmne into sharper focus after my recent conversation with Det. Insp. Arthurs. £ feelit is
important that the family’s concerns be placed on the record as you prepars to review the
“Jﬂmﬂﬂy LAC's repoit.

My first concarn is that the investigating authority remains with the original police

comimand that investigated Scoti’s death in the first place. We would have preferred

{and still hope) that an independent investigative team review the avallable evidence

and, ultimataly, the Cold Case Homicide Unit be given an opportunity to investigate.

As far as I know, during the current review nobody from Manly LAC ever contacted
L - - time of his death, to see if there were any new
detaills he might be able to provide. I know for certain that there is evidence about
Scoit’s sexual activities in the weeks and months before his death that was not

available during the Inquast.

° T have not been contacted or interviewed either, nor to. my knowledge has any other
person who knew Scott and can testify to his stable and upbeat state of mind around
the time of his death.

o In my recent conversation with Det. Insp. Arthurs, he told me that the place where
Scott died was a weli-known suicide spot. That runs directly contrary to the
statements of fermer Alr Rescue squad member Wayne Plant, whom my investigator
Daniel Glick interviewed and who said explicitly that he had never heard of a suicide
from that part of North Head before.

o [ am deeply concerned that the Facsbook “confassion” that Mr. Glick received in
,ﬂanuar\y of this year has not been taken sericusly. We do not contend that the
"confession” is real; only that it is a potentially important lead that needs to be run
to the ground. By mid May, when Mr. Glick went to Sydney, police had still not
contacted the who had alerted Mr. Glick to the

_ confession._T hired an Internet expert to track down the young man, whose name is
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and Mr. Glick spoke to both him and his mother = and shared the-
- —information with the police. The young man recounted many details about how the

Facebook encounter unfolded, including allegations of child pornography, names of
aliases that had posted comments, and the “confession” itself. As recently as last
week, [EIl v-ote Mr. Glick to say that he had only been contacted once, by

email, by the police, and had not been asked to relate the details of his discovary.

o Subsequently, The Manly Dally published an article, clting a peolice source, that
indicatad i E‘\c; Facebook "confession” was posted by & [

who obviously was not alive at the time of Scott’s death. The implication
of the aﬁrjcue was clear: the Facebook confassion was a hoa, the source of the
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information was a disturbed _myp and the whole “re-investigation” of
Scott’s death was likely a wasie or ume. It is not clear to me whether the police or
the reporter carried this message, but the fact that police leaked the information

about the I s Cisturbing and prejudicial.

o These details, and my conversation with Arthurs, leave me with the impression that
nobody at Manly LAT fiaured out who posted the actual “confession,” which was done
under the name of [ NGNGB0 - coov of the confession Is in the hands of the
police. Again, it is not our position that SOt

is truly Scott’s Killer. But
many questicns remain about who this person IS and why he posted this claim, four
years after an article appeared in the Sydney newspapers and 23 vears after Scott’s
death.

¢ Bven more disturbing is that yourg [|E who was 13 at the time he
contacted Mr. Glick and is now 14, wrowe to say wat he alse had Aspergers, and he
asked Mr. Glick how the police found that out (Mr. Glick did not know this fact). Now
it is unclear to me whether there are who are
involved in this case, or if there is a mix-up in the investigation. Arthurs could not
clarify this for me.

s We learned in May of this year that there had been a 2007 review of evidence
submitted to the Coroner’s office regarding Scott’s death. That review, apparently,
concluded there was not encugh new evidence to warrant a reconsideration of
Scott’s death from “suicide” to “open causes” or “homicide.” I have repeatediy
requested a copy of this report from Det. Inspector Arthurs, and he has so far
deciined to reiease it. 1 cannot fathom why this would not be made available o the
victim'’s family, and formally request a copy from you now. I will also file a formal
freedom of information request through my Australian lawyer, R.J. Thomas of Manly
Beach.

At this point, I am concernad encugh to respectfully request an opportunity to review
and address the report that Manly LAC is preparing before Your Honour makes & final
decision about Scott’s case. It is obvious that I feel there is ample evidence to conclude, at
the very least, that there are alternative explanations to Scott’s death besides suicide; in
fact, that seems one of the least likely scenarios of all.

As you can see, I am also copying the Honourable Mike Baird, MP from Manly, who
has been apprisad of Scott’s case, as weil as solicitor R.J. Thomas.

We still hold out hopa that the repoit, and Your Honour, will find the evidence as
compeliing as we do.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Steve Johnson for the Scott Johnson family

T CONTACT INFORMATION:
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Scoti Johnson Case TAB 6
NSW Deputy State Coroner Carmel Forbes Finding re: June 2012 Inguest
June 27, 2012

o Coroner Forbes re-opens Scott Johnson's case, writing “I recommend that the

death of Scott Russell Johnson be referred to “Cold Cases” for further
investigation in accordance with police procedures and protocols.”

Updated: Jan. 14, 2013
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OURT OF NE. / SOUTH WALES
CORONIAL JURISDICTION

Tnguest uto the death of SCOTT RUSSELL JOHNSON

113011
27 June 201
27 June 2012

State Coroners Court, Glebe
Depuiy State Covoner €. Focbes

\ find that Scot Russell Johnson died between the 8% and
10" December 1938 a1 Nortk Head Munly, north of Blus
Fish Polat, from the sffects of muttiple injuries be sustained
as 2 resull of fulling from a cliff, The evidence doss not allow
me o maks o fnding 53 to how he fell,

To the Commissioner for Police

| recommsnd that the death of Scoit Russall Johnson be
referred 1o “Clold Cases™ for futher investigation in
accordancs with police procedurss and prolocols,

NPL.0209.0001.0055
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Coungel Assisting: Mr G Lolas
Coamsel for the family: Mr Parsons, Banisis
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This is ar Ingusst imo the death of Scett Russall Tohnson.

o

The role of 2 Covonsr is o establish, if possible, fhe identity of the decensed, the dabe of
deaih, the place of death, and the manner and cause of death.

28 hee‘dmu the death of My Johnson, That inguest

On 16 Maveh 1989 an eartier Tagu .
th Head

found that Mr Johason had died between the 8% and 10 Deceraber 1988 ai N

Manly, north of Blus Fish Pol, fom the effects of muliiple injuries he susiained a5 a resuli
of talling from a ¢liff. None of those findings ave in dispute. At the Tnguest in 1989 a finding

was alse mads that Me Johuson jumped trom the clift st Morih Head with the intention of

e his own tifs, This finding of saicide was raade bocause there was no svidencs of a
“«Lﬂl&ﬂ‘u at the w@ of the ¢liff, no evidence of anyone else being prasent, no injuriss found at
anopsy other than those that ﬂmniﬁ be explained by the fall, ] M Johmson's clpihes, waich,
cash caid, shedent teavel pass, money, pen, comb and key wers meaﬂy ﬁﬂam o togsther pomie
5 m@*""w* back the odge of the dad M Johisoi us found al the boskom @f fhe ofiff
undressed and there was rmd noe that Mr Johnson had previously atlempted suicids.

=g

hat inguest futher information has come o light abort o culiturs of violsng
HaY a@m_ﬁmmaw in %w gy inthe late 1980°s. E ] g@@ a police operation nanyed
deaths m lhﬁ’f‘ homosexnal men in Bondi in 1980 wars a3 8

3

theiv h:aﬂf-.'ng mwed iw thetr deaths from oliffs at a “gay beal”,

shinson was homossxal, E is now knowa that the -z‘h Head of Manly near Blus Fish
Podat where Mr Johnson's body was found svas a “gay beat”

"Z)
l=v)

conziderad 2
'ﬁat- 1»» i Jlnimsm s ﬁm.uh. That inve LS
o the deaths a1 Bondi has ?0 l'&ﬂ_, sown 8 seed of uonm: asto
Suicide cannot be pre ,swa@d ind theve mmst b
i »ug,h afi mdmm H'T%E’Wa.!ﬂ*:h u--mmmw {1934
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RECOMMENDATION

To the Commissioner for Police;

[ recommend thet the death of Scotl Russall Johnson be refrred to *Cold Cages™ for further
investigation in accordance with the p@&. e procadures and pretocls,

ﬂ'%q. iy biﬁ & Coroner,

NPL.0209.0001.0057
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Scott Johnson Case TAB7

Report by Sue Thompson Re: Death of Scott johnson
jan. 2, 2011

o Sue Thompson worked for thirteen years (1990-2003) for the NSW Police
Service in Police Headquarters as the NSW Police Gay/Lesbian Client
Consultant. Ms. Thompson is a lawyer by training and expert on gay hate
crimes, gay hate homicides/murders and strategies to reduce gay and lesbian
hate crimes.
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REPORT OF SUE THOMPSON RE DEATH OF SCOTT JOHNSON

Report to: NSW Police
Re: Death of Scott Johnsen on 9% ar 10® December 1983

Backsround

This report is provided as my formal opinion regarding the circumstances of Scott
Johnson's death on approximately 10 December 1988, This report is based upon
my detailed discussions with Daniel Glick from June to December 2007 during his
research into Scott’s death, my reading of and comments on his draft and final
reports to Det Insp Ashwood of the NSW Police Unsolved Homicide Team in 2007
and my expertise on gay hate crimes and gay hate homicides galned during my 20
year career in the NSW Public Service with 13 years of that in the NSW Police Service
in Police Headguarters as the NSW Police Gay/Lesbian Client Consultant (1990~
2003).

Vam a lawver by background and was admitted to the NSW Bar in December 1979.

1 worked in a range of government agencies where | developed investigation, policy,
victimology, criminal profiling and research skills. | worked as an lnvestigation Officer
for the NSW Ombudsman; Manager of the Community Welfare Act Implementation
Unit for the Department of Youth and Community Services, Coordinator Juvenile
Offender Mediation and Reparation Scheme for the Attorney General's Dept,
Mediator for the Community Justice Centres of the Attorney General’s Department,
Case Assessor for the NSW Viciims of Crime Compensation Tribunal and as the NSW
Police Gay/Lesbian Client Consultant. | am now medically retired after an injury.

1 was for many years a world recognised expert on gay hate crimes, gay hate
homicides/murders and strategies to reduce gay and lesbian hate crimes. My
reputation was a result of my highly respectad work and achievements in the NSW
Police Service.

In this field | have conducted extensive research, recelved State and National awards,
published rasearch papers and articles, worked closely with victims of violent crimes,
written policies, been a police media spokesperson, assisted in criminal
investigations and police operations, coordinated High Schoel interventions to target
homophobia and hate crimes including murder commiited by attending students,
glven evidence before the NSW Coroners Court, represented the NSW government

—at s seniorlevel on hate crime committees and beena keynote confersnce speaker
field both in Australia and overseas. My knowledge in this specialist area is extensive

and was well respected by the gay/lesbian commitinity, police services in Australia

and overseas, government ministers and the international media untll my medical

retirement in 2003.

Sue Thompson BA/LLB
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Overview of gay bashings and murders in late 1980s and early 1990s and
relevance to death of Scoit Jolhnson

1.1 When | began work in the NSW Police Service in Janvary 1990 it was

immediately apparent that there was an extremely high level of targsted anti
gay/lesbian violence across the state, most of which was not reported to
police due to the prevailing climate of prejudice and misunderstanding i the
community and reflected in widespread attitudes in the NSW Police. While
some senior commanders, middle management and front line police were
strongly commitied to building trust, encouraging reporting of violence and
reducing violence there was a prevailing attliude of ignhorance,
misconception, disinterast or hostility which needed to be addressed and
overcome and which to a large degree was over many years of strategic
change management. In 1990 there was a co-ordinated state-wide education
and change campaign to reduce gay/lesbian hate crimes which was almed at
the whole community, the gay and leshian community, youth and polica.

1.2 At the time of Scott Iohnson’s death in 1989 there was no-one performing

the role of Police Gay/ Leshian Liaison as my predecessor had retired due to
ill health and not been replaced for some time, leaving the position vacant
untll there was community lobbying of the government. | believe this had a
significant impact on the investigation of Scott Johnson's death. If he had disd
a year later | would have been actively involved in liaising with his pariner
and family, listening to their views, seeking information from ACON Beats
Qutreach Workers who knew the Manly area well, looking into other
unsolved cliff top murders in different police districts across the Sydney area
and seeing a bigser picture emerge, talking '@'@_3’?
Sydney District Homicide and together making connections and thus assisting
local police by providing them with a fuller picture of all the details relevant
to Scott's death and addressing any misconceptions. | believe this may have
led police to pursue the likelihood or sirong possikility of Scott's death being
anather gay hate clifftop Homicide/murder like the preceding unsolved ones
of rather than a suicide. We would also have
soon had in our picture the selved murder of

it the Bondi cliffs and the links between several young
suspects/accusad persons from different murders.

1.3 | consider it important to draw attention to the death of Scott Johnson as i

believe he may have unfortunately just been sadly missed while we in the
NSW Police were in the process of formulating a clear understanding of the
widespread practice of “poofter bashing” amongst a youth culture that was
at that time immersed in homophobia and felt justified in acting out their

NPL.0209.0001.0060

e iatret /- Pre) nuice To the SXtent O PUSIINgG; thi OWINg; Chasing gay men ot
cliff tops. kicking them to death in a park, beating them to death in their own

home. | do not believe that klame should be laid at the feet of the local
investigating police of December 1388 who would have genuinely done their
best to investigate Scott’s death. This was an unfortunate case of timing,
location and lack of information which might now be reciified by re-
examining the assumptions and findings of that time. This would bring some

B
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necessary peace to Scott’s family, ex-partner and friends who have never felt
in thelr hearts that he committed suicide. In time people come to terms with
suicide i it is what really happened but if it is not then they are always left
unwesolved and without the chance of dosure.

1.4 The Antl Discrimination Board was very aware of the problem of anti-gay
lesbian violence and lack of reporting and coordinated the first Police & Gay
Community commities from 1985 — 1990 which worked with the first Police
Gay Community Relations civilian who was appointed by the Police Minister
in 1985, [ deceased). That committee organised Phone In Hotlines
to try to encourage reporting of viclence to police in 1985 and 1989.

1.5 Most of this violence was perpetrated by young male offenders who were
often teenagers working together as loose groups and/or gangs. As
hemosexuality was only decriminalised in 1984 prejudice and intolerance was
intense and was the cause of the viclence and the barrier to the victims of
crimne reporting assaults to police. This meant that prejudice related violence
occurred in a climate where it went unchecked for many years without police
intervention and easily escalated to systematic strategic planned attaclks and
murders which perpatrators often assumed would not be pursued by police.

1.6 Any arsa where gay people were known to freguent, able 1o be identified or
believed 1o be sble to be identified was a target location for prejudics related
violence. In particular ‘beats’ were a major trouble spot as gay men could be
easily identified, isolated, ambushed and beaten or murdered by young
offendars who shared and exchanged a vast amount of knowledge and
information on beat locations, how beats operated and how to ambush.
There were thousands of beats across Sydney operating regularly or casually
in maost parks, public toilets and in surrounds of mast beachside lecations.

1.7 Operation Taradale headed by Detactive Sgi Steve Page {retired) provides a

detailed insight into the climate and culture of gay hate murders of that time.
| worked closely with Taradale for a couple of years from its beginning in
2000 and gave evidence at the Coroner’s Hearing. Previously Detective Sgt
(retired) of Sydney police district homicide souad had been
instrumental in solving murders of 1990 such a: lanuary
May 1930, uly 1990
and was actively trying to solve earlier unsolved murders such as
lanuary 1987. The television program, aired on Channel 9 on 28/10/09,
titled Crime Investigation Australia: Blead Sport - The Bondi Murders was an
excellent program which portrayed some of the targeted violence and
murders at Sydney beats from the mid-1980s to early 1990s.

NPL.0209.0001.0061

—k&ltsimportentinundersianding-this-phenemena-io-realise-that-the- murderof

January 1990 solved in 1990) in Alexandria Park which

next murder of one of the teachers of Cleveland Street High School, [l
{May 1990, solved in 2000) were not the first gay hate murders but

o

perhaps the first to be thoroughly investigated. Operation Taradale sought to

 involved students and ex-students from Cleveland Street High Schooland the ™
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right the wrongs of the past and properly investigate the murders of -
_and to bring closure and peace to their families

1.9 L worled very closely with the then Sydney District Police Commander I
I <icciives, vouih workers, the school counsellor and principal at
Cleveland High throughout this period from January 1990 as we knew there
was a systemic problem amongst the youth culture of golng "poofier
bashing" as a form of entertalnment, sport, initlation and proving one's
prowess. This problem was by ne means restricted to the students of
Cleveland Street High School but merely surfaced and was exposed and
addressed at that location.

1.10 I ran a 3 day Police Homophobia Workshop at Cleveland St High
School in early 1990 using Police YLOs, Police Victims of Crime Co-ordinators,
Youth Workers and 20 gay and lesbian volunteers. This was a drastic
emergency measure to deal with the youth homephobia & viclence that had
escalated to murder at the school. One of the nurderers
was still attending Cleveland St High on bail for murder, 2 stugienis weve also
on bail & the level of sch@@ﬂ homophobia & boasting about “going to the
cliffs” every weekend to go “poofier bashing” was waorrying and worsaning.

111 During my week at ihe school | ohserved the work done with small
groups of young people and learnt that they were very planned & organised
in thelr attacks and ambushes. The students had extensive knowledge of
where beats ware & how they operated - it was clearly an ares of interesi &
expertise to them & seemed to give them a misguided sense of purpose to
locate beats & trick those there for casual consensual sex into being attacked
or kiled as they believed thase men deservad it for being ‘fags’ or ‘gafs’. They
understood what most local police at the time did not understand and that
was that beats operated in most park and beachside locations, not just in the
onas that police knaw about because of local complainis about
indiscreatfvisible sexual activity, hence the tagline of one of the gangs being
PSK which stood for park side killers (or sometimes PKS in youth speak). |
formed the opinion that “going to the cliffs” was certainly not restricted to
the Bondi cliffs; their knowledge was much more widespread geographically.

1.12 There were “loose connections” known by Detective Sgt -
sometimes not proven because of informants losing the courage to come
forward, between several of the gay hate murder offenders - they exchanged
phone numbers with each other (found in their possession), boasted details
& tactics, shared stolen goods. There were loose tonnections / connections /

knowledge shared between offenders for the murders of

" (Redfern 1988 after beat bashing],
e _w%@-—mmr@nﬁﬁsmeaa:'p,,_ 1990

High), NG 1220 - tcacher at Cievo High in his Morth Shore

BVYO ¢ ig
h@w 2) & 1990 ~ Bondi Cliffs bea }) There was also a
murder of in 1988, with the offender charged in 2000.

5 3@&)1'76'9@’![" B SRS T
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.13 The problem of unreporied targeted violence at beats across NSW
was so systemic and serious that the Police Commissioner established a high
level working party in 1992 to report to the Deputy Commissioner on how to
address the problem and reduce the vielence. | was on that commiites as
were several commanders, the Commander of laternal Affairs, beats
outreach workers and the Prasident of ACON (AIDS Council of New South
Wales) because one of the major obstacles to getting beat users to report
violence to police was gaining trust which meant that police atiitudes to and
operations at beats needed to become professional and appropriate seo that
they were no longer part of the problem but of the solution.

=
H

=
=N

Any potential beat users who rmay have withessed what happened to
Scott in 1988 would have been highly unlikely to come forward to police at
that time. One of the main reasons why | set up Police Gay and Leshian
Liaison Officers (police officers performing an additional duty with a high level
of people skills, care and specialist training) in local stations/commands in
1990 was that most gay men or lesbians who wanted to report something to
police across NSW would only speak to ine in Police Headguarters and | was
completely inundated.

115 It would be easy to have the misconception that someone would then
have come forward after 1990 when the Police Service was publicly
announcing and demonstrating change. There are 2 essential things to
consider here. The first is that breaking through gav barriers of fear and
mistrust of police in conservative beachside locations where the Australian
outdoor Aussie male macho stereotype is entrenched is very difficult as gay
people in these areas were very reluctant to be identifiad as they have found
safety in their invisibility. | always found this to be true of the Sutherland
Shire and the Northern Beaches. It is similar in many country towns or rural
areas. The second is that the AIDS epidemic was at its peak in the gay
community around this time and into the early 1930s and that thousands of
Sydney gay men became very ill and died during this period before more
effective drug combination therapies were discovered.

2. Seme key findings of my research inte gay/lesbian viclence and gay hate
rurders/Homicides relevant to Scott's death are as follows:
> 22% of the 44 gay hate murders which | studied from 1988 — 2000 (including
solved & unsolved) occurred at beats which was highly disproportionate and

—showad-targeted-violence-ai-thesedeestions—————— . S

> _gay men were 6 times more likely to be assaulied ahan other men (@m of th

Blue report published by NSW Police)
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3. Scott Johnson's death was at a beat lecation (I refer teo part 1 of Daniel Glick’s
report 2007) and fits with an MO of a gay murder at 5 best

3.1 My jolo role was to improve police gay/ lesbian relations. | seon discovered
however that the primary focus of my job for some years was going to be beats
and violence. In order to reduce violence, crime and faar in the gay and leshian
comimunities | had to quickly become an expert on beats and the beat culture.

3.2 Using my expertise in this area | make the following comments relevant to the
death of Scott Johnson:

3.2.1  [tis and was extremely common for a shy gav man, such as Scott, NOT to 5o
to Oxford St or similar, not to want to be visible in a ‘gay ghetto’ where
certain “attitude” & fitting certain ‘buteh’ or ‘gueeny’ or ‘out’ stereotypes
was fairly essential especially in that era. Scott appears o fit neither of the
then current visible steraotypes. A very small percentage of men in gay
relationships, same as women in lesbian relationships, would identify with
the visible overt gay community or want to be seen as part of it. For these
men using beats was & is very commaon whether in or not in a long term
relationship. Scott’s long term relationship does not indicate an unlikelihood
that Scott was using the cliff beat a5 2 beat but was instead using the location
as a place for a planned suicide. In my opinion his attendance there for the
nurpose of doing the beat is hishly likely given all the clroumstancas.

3.2.2 [t took extensive co-ordinaied police work many years later through
Operation Taradale to formally counter earlier police assumptions about
some gay hate murders, perceived to be suicides, and to reach proper
Coroner’s findings that finally allowed those families some peace. It would
ba very benaficial if the lessons learnt from that work might be applied o
Scott Johnson’s death which in my opinion is most likely and highly likely to
be a gay hate murder.

3.2.3 Beat locations were not confined to the toilet area at Manly as police thought
at the time. The tollets were just the visible beats because of public
complaints & as far as Police knew they were the only beats. No ens could
have then provided them with alternate accurate information that this was
far from true. Any area in Sydney with a beauiiful cutlook attracts lovers’
lane activity & beat use much more covertly but very actively. This was very
well known to any gay men, closeted, straight acting, or open, and to those
who would want to pray on gay men.

3.2.4 Beat users would not contemplate coming forward to Police about violence in
the 1980s especially in Northern Beaches and Southern Beaches areas,
conservative white middle class areas whera privacy & invisibility wers prized
as survival tools & being gay was not safe or acceptable in any way but rather

———life-threatenring= ————————
325 The “Indicators of gay hate homicides” from various papers that | have
written and that we used in the Police Service during my time as co-ordinator
of police gay/lesbian liaison included:
[e)

o

2 known gay social club/venus

@D
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o proximity o a beat (A beai is a meeting place for men who have sex with

men, ubualﬂy a park, bushland or beaghsade area. A sexual sncountsr may

occur in the location or be airanged)

information on motive from peisons known to offender/victim

nature of injuries (for example sexval overtones io injuries, genital

mutilation, stabbing in mouth)

frenzied nature of atiack

time-relaied to major gay community event

absence of other motive for the murder

abssnce of motive or rationale for an alleged cliff suicide (ie a death where

foul play can go undetected due to naiure of death and location) of

indicators contrary io suicide ideation eg recent good news

e alleged sexual proposition / suggestion / advance by vigtim to perpetrator —
common tactic employed by defence lawysts to raiss Homosexual
Advance Defence and jury homophobia (see Atiorney General’s HAD
Worling Party)

@

® &

®

3.26 There was Northern Beaches violence & reports to me during the 1990s &
there was work to try to get Northern Beaches gay men to come forward to
Police - see also info from then Manly

3.2.7 Emergency Hospital protocols wére attempted through the Police G/L Lialson
program with Social Workers and Drs throughout the early 50s because they
had much more access to injured patients whe were gay bashed at a range of
suburban locations and would at times inform me but there was great
difficulty with getting a formal protocel through the Hospital desplie efforts.

3.2.8 Typically many gay men would go to a beat to celebrate some good news

they had just recelved, a kind of euphoria reaction & desire to express it

sexually or with some intimate contact — | R=cvs on dav of his
$100,000 windfall to Bondi cliffs & being murdered. Scott Johnson was in
such celebratory circumstances given his academic trivmph.

A dull poor weather day is very likely to atiract beat users to the beach or

cliffs and similar natural locations as they are then even less likely to be

disturbed by other users to the area put off by the lack of sunshine. A dull day
does not indicate to me in any way that Scott did not go to sunbake but went
to commit suicide.

3.2.10 It was standard MO with young gay bashers during those times, of luring men
by decoy - promising sex or even performing sex if they had to or if thelr
other comrades in arms thought it was amusing to not intervene in time so
that they had to do the deed — often a way of punishing a less “masculine”
member of the group & mecking him or humiliating him through the one
thing that he was already teased for & terrified about being.

w
(38
S
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3.2.1T Thote Scott's wallet was missing. 1N my exXtensive eXperience Trorm talkng to
o _police and detectives and victims and offenders in gay hate crimes, robbery
was comimonly an after thought in gay bashings or murders, a side benefi
the real intention of homophaobic violence or a keeping of a ‘trophy’. Their
actions being mostly to elther a) find someone further down the q@*"’ﬂ
ladder, in their mind, which elevated, in their mind, their social status &
imade them feel powerful’ through their viclence against a ‘common $o “E-aﬂ
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enemy'’; b) act out thelr homophobia and enjoy the feeling of being united
with any over-masculinised peers & thus made them feel like heroes in
certain clicles; ¢ act out in vigilante spit the commen confusion of many
voung men and alss elder rmen in those times that homosexuality and
pedophilia were the same thing; d} externalize, disguise or hide from
themselves and / or others any of thelr own gay feelings by killing or bashing
it in someeone oviside of them & thus ‘sradicating’ it in themselves
3.2.12 Antl- gay violence was not restricted to the Inner city or eastern suburbs but
was widespread across Sydney, New South Wales and Australia
3 [t was a standard MO for voung gay bashers at that time to lie in wait and
ambush potential victims at baat locations, especially isolated parks or cliffs,
or to lure them to the location for the intent of murder. n a crime scene
video that Det Sgt I ave 1o me in the 1990s, and was later
missing from the Police Academy Library, one of the teenage offenders in the
I iliins save detalled description of how they would lay in wait
for a potential victim.

L

rovide anv assietance | can o nalice in recong

' A

% f e SIS Weny S DI T WEIVU LW [ 9,
nto t h death of Scott Johnson. | suggest that his brothaer &
nderstandabls vary a @mrnﬂi- e and relieved if Palice w

lamwv

enqguiries int
would he un B0
Scott’s death in [ bhl of all the circumstances now available including, Daniel Glick
Report, this Report, Operation Ta[radaﬂe and the Coroner’s findings in relation
thereto and recent information from Daniel Glick to me of 1/2/2011 regarding
discussions on Facebook about Scott’s murder (which | have attached in my email) &
which [ repeat here.

e
! am willing
.

VS Ge ¢ s

i, if this is the guy to contact abeut Seott Johnson i have a Extrodanary Break-
through in the case. Todav on the Gay Marfdage rights for Australia Facehook Page. A
Guy by the name of or his other Fake account: I - fully
confessing to Pushing a gay man oif @ Manly Cliff and then he told me it was Scott
Johnson | went to ge look at it and found the Sydney Morning Herald link from 2007. ln
i dont know how {o Report this stuff te Pelice. Can you do it for me? There was
one [p)rr@llmﬂcem the Post he r@pﬂu@@] on when saying it was Deleted i &rry@@] getting him to
confless but then il Blocked from posting comments!

There some stuff on the Gay Marriage Rights for Australia page where he confess’s to
the murder § think. But i bet he has murdered meore gays he did say "l have a Gun. [
hate gays™, Please tell the Pelice to look inte this Mans Facebeoolk page and stuff and
do what they Can i want him bringed to justice!

Sue Thompson BAJLLB
1/2/2011
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Quit of The Blue: a Pelice Survey of Vielenee and Harassment Against Gay fen &
Leshians, Sandrousst J (Piice Waterhouse) & Thompson S (NSW Police Service) Feb 1995,
ISBN 0 7310 4913 6, pp 1-60.

Comparison between Gay Hate-Related Homicides of Men & Other Male Homicides in
NS, Mouzos J {AIG) & Thompson S (NSW Police Servics), Mar 2001, in Current lssues in
Criminal Justice Volume 12 Number 3, edited by Rick Sarre, University of South Australia.
Drannr. lewy. usyd. edw/anf~eriminologyfjournal. him).

Gay-Hate Related Homisides; An Overview of Major Findings in NSW,
fttp:Aivsanw. aic.gov.au) Mouzes 4 & Thompson S, Australian Institute of Criminology, Trends
& Issues in Criminal Justice No. 155 June 2000,

FHemophobic Violence A NSW Police Response 17/6/93, Thompsan S, New Souih Wales

Police Seivice, @ Puper presenisd ai Second Nationai Confarence on Vicisnce, convanad by
the Ausirafian Insifivie of Criminclogy and held in Canberra, 15-18 June 1993,
Download from: hitp:/iwww.aic.gov.aw/conisrancesingy2/

Improving Police Gay/Leshian Relations and Targeting Mate Crimes Against Gay ien &
Leshians [1985 to 1997], Thompson S, New South Walss Polics, 1SBN currently missing, pp
1-20, inftially published as joint winning submission for Australian Violence Prevention Award
1995,

GAY HATE RELATED HOMIGIDES IN NSW 1988 — 2000, list of vichim name & details,
dates, locations, offender details, injury details, gay hate indicaior details, irial ouicomes.
Thorapson S. [List available through NSW Attorney General's Departiment H.A.D. Working
Party].

Hate Crimmes Against Gays and Leshians: The NSW Police Response, Thompson S, in
Homophobic Viclence, ed Gail Mason & Steghen Tomsen, Australian lnstivie of Criminology,
The Hawkins Press 1997.

NSW Pelice Leshian & Gay Policy Statement & Action Plan 2007-2008, Thompson S,
NSW Police Service, 2001.

NSV Police Gay & Leshian Liaison Program, History & Annual Achieverments 1990 -

Relaied Research

Hatred, RMurder and Male Honeur Anii-homesexual Homicides in New Souih Wales,
71980-2000, Tormsen Stephen, in Australian Institute of Criminology Research and Public
Policy Series No. 43.

NPL.0209.0001.0067

2002, Thompson S, NSW Police Service, 2002, [Also svailsble in summary formee GliTeam .
‘Execuiive Document, 2000-2001].



Confidential

Scott Johnson Case TABS

Report by retired NSW Detective Sergeant. Stephen Page RE: Death of Scott Johnson
May 12, 2011

® Det. Sgt. Stephen Page retired in 2005 from the NSW Police, and orchestrated
and ran Operation Taradale before leaving the police force, which linked
several deaths and attacks in the 1980s near Marks Park in the Bondi area of
Sydney to gay hate gang violence.

NPL.0209.0001.0068
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Consuliant TPE@p@fﬁ = Death of Scott Johnson
Submitted May 12, 2011
As a gesult of a request from the family, T have had the oppostusity to review circumsiances
sutrounding the death of Scoit Johnson on ot about the 10% of December 1988 aeat Manly,
I4SW.
I base my opinions on the following qualifications and expesience.

I am a formes Detective Sesgeant with the NSW Police Service and ray policing caveer
included several seniot investigative positions. These included Chief Duecavcs at Frenchs
Forest Police Station, Diet Sgi with Task Force Lancer (tasgeting nd othess)
and lsﬂvesﬁgations Manager ai the Rose Bay LAC. T am able to say that I had e ai the
Notih Reglon Major Crdine Squad, State Investigaiive Gyoup, Task Force Group and Cub
Agencies. My thﬁcanons (1- ternally) i _nc.uded the Potenial Crime hzvesﬁgatoz's Course
(1989), the Deieciives Teaining Course (1991) and the Homicide Investigaiors Cousse (2000).
Qualifications (extema_y) mcludg. Diploma of Policing and Bachelos of Poj».l;ab
(Eﬂvescgauor-s) feom Chazles Stust Ufs_ve_s.ty and g Di’pl@ma of Security/Risk Man
through the Vasi Acadery.

r_n_ent

On leaving ihe police seivice, I have worked as a secutiiy manages with TT Lines Piy Lid
(Spitit of Tasmania), the last 5 years working as a Reg!onsl Security Manager § in the Retail
Secior. Ovher secusiiy velated duiy mc_l_des achieving the rank of Capiain, Infaniry Corps,

with the Ausivalian Aty (Resesves).

As a ceimingl investigaiot 1 had leadership of “Opesation T
reference of this investigation inclnded the deaths
with the attempted rmueder of
include the suspicious death of French Nailonal

ogerher
¢ enpanded t©
at Bondi in 1985,

A beief of evidence was prepared and an inquest held, Findings included thai
was killed by pesson’s unimown in July 1989, and similasdy was lnilled by
pesson’s unknown in November 1989. Both deaths occusze he vicinity of Mask’s Patk,
Tamarama, The death of was proven, howeve, there was a finding of open
causes afier his disappearance ai Bondi in Seprember 1985, B s oovs o fequent
Marks Paukz, All theee men weie say, Mail’s Pack was 2 gay beat. The invesiigaion also
established tha nasrowly escaped death as a resuli of a gay y hate beating ai
the same park in Decembes, 1989.

Tzelyon my experience from investigating these cases, and reviewing other similar cases to

offer an opinion in the deam of Scot cjolmsm_. T will address these under the headings of

“Initial Investigation™, “Fresh Information” and, “Culire”,

NPL.0209.0001.0069
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To assist with the prepatation of this report, I have examined the following

(1) Siatement ot (I

2 Statement of

(3) Statement of Constable Troy Hacdie

(4) Siatement of Deteciive Seﬁeﬂ:u Dioveen Cruickshank
(3) Repori prepaved by Sue "‘110 npson

(6) Repost prepared by Dan Glick and Joha Macnamara
(7) Buiefof Eudenc= for the Covonters Court Glebe, 16 M:

(8) Transcript of “Inquest Touching the Death of Scott Ru :ch 19897
(9) Visit to site of the clff site and st.:'owe.h ling avea where Scoit ’oh:nso;

Scoit Russell johnson mert his death as a vesult frora a fall from 2 chiff near Bluefish Polng, Manly.
His body was discovered on the 10% December 1988, and an macle on the deaih in the Manly
Daily (daied 15% December, 1988) finishes off with the words “no suspicious circumsiances’. It
would be teasonable io assume that the mvesnmuon was enee:a_ve - closed. A subsequent
statement by the officai-in-chasge oF the oulgina ihe coronial brief contained

litde detail, and was some two paoee 1 lengite.

Whilst it was put befote the Coroness Court that Scow johnson was gay, there appeais to be no

evidence tendeted that there was in exisience in the byd_-ey mettopolitan area an exivemely kigh
rate of hate crime existing against gays. Whilst some of the incidenis in this repott will posi-date

the deaih of Scoix iolmson, these wras still evidence available ai the dime that (g) the aven was 2

gay beat, and, (b) there was violence known againsi gay saen both in this vicinity and in the
woades Sydaney meivopolitan avea. Examples published in the media are:

r

2 back”, 2 Maaly Daily newspaper avticle on the stabbing of

T he siabbing of _ seeueted at the beat in the

i s 2 merober of the gay comimunity.

(b) “Assauls Chasges” (datec. 07/02/1987, Tthe Manly Diaily) 2 reporis two adult males
whe 'qmpea:cd in \’ianly Local Coust for “bashing atacks on homosexuals on the
North Shore.” Bach man faced multiple charges of assault occasioning aciual bodil
hasm and robbety offences. The fact that \:here were serial offenders known for
viclence upon gay men on the northern beaches appeats to have not been put before
ihe cout.

‘D

The iwdilal investigation seemed to place some weight on the faci the clothes of the deceased
wete neaily folded. These ate o photogeaphs that I have been shown. It inay be the case thai the
clothes were ncatly folded by the deceased, bui he was not under duress at this stage this was
done. Ii could be, based on the leatnings of Operation Ta 'sd ale, ha’c 11c \-ﬂlima!.y D'LL.C..P"Led up
QA "mm. bn-“ gk T’l h r ]_“r,j: = In.:'z aware QF 77 7

under the | g:mmise ‘of sex, o rn_ly o meet with violence.

The intiiel investigation seemed to p‘ace SCinE we;glu on the fact there wese no obvious

defensive injuries on the body of uCO"ijOhl’ZSO"L 1 am a segistered itainer and conner m

n with
the Combat Sporis Authotity and a segistered judge with th Would Kickbowing Federation. T am
j "Lcted_ by hand md feet, and am ab‘e LO sﬂy fros

farmiliar wi H h comumon nowledge

uries




d o incidents priot to Scoit Johason’s detmise that resulied in

, OF Was any suicide noie found. Ta fact the *Jos_'ee was tue — he
o had just heen informed he was ne..g awafded a PhD and was
lu broihes St».—e anci. b_ia :gewbom niece. b:.cm all accor ms this
wC b f .._

As a vesuli of published media aviicles (Manly Daily asvicle “Wa
and SMH article “Maih’s genive throwa off cliff top by gay hate gany g” dated
several persons haves cotme forward and fovther confitimed thag 111& icinity of Bl
a gay beat.

The newspaper asticles regaecing the stabbiag of and the two males
mentoned in the 1987 article “Assanli Charges™ susrounding anti-gay viclence must be segarded
as fresh evidence, Although 2 prudent investigation would have located this information
originally, it should, as 2 matter of procedural fairness, be considered. The aiim of an inquest,
afier all, is 2 search for the nuih.

The leatnings from 033 eradon Taradale ave that gay men g Gay beats for quick, casual and
free sex. 1know of no cases of gay men going o o bes roimit suicide. Adversely, ther
ainple evidente uf wuider of gay rucn ai Leais da ﬂymwy in the laie 1980 and cady 1590

The learnings from Opetation Taradale are that gay inen wete, on many occasions, the vi
viclence - at gay beats. These include:

- Mueder of
- DMueder of exandsia,

- Muedes of _'y 9)0 at Alexandvia,

- Muvder of y 1990 at Tamarama,

- Death (and suspecied muzdes of) uousi 1992. at R.ush.t.’*te’-:s Bay.

- These are in addition to the murdess of wevicusly mentioned)

CULTURE
Based on iy obseivations and investigaiions, I amn able to say that there are many different

seasons why gay raen were assaulied at beats. These include an insbility o e:h_ ferentiate between
gay manand a male-@;n—ﬂwle paedophiles, sex ciimes and robbety. In this era, thete was ai leasi

one gang of 3 operating in Sydaey who would e a gay man to a 1_ destine meeting whete he
would be then bruclsed, tortured and raped. This fits with the new testitnony of

NPL.0209.0001.0071

1 an interview desceibing assaulis at that location.

As a resuli of debriefed offenders with a robbery motive, [ am able i say that gay men were
Laiceﬁd as these was 2 perception they often had reasonable sums of money and were unlikely o
repoti the crime as it would expose them as 2 beat frequenter. My observation of the iypical

O_l.ﬂde’f was that they vasled — it could be a sa_n_gle offendes o a group of like minded persons in
a gang. Gangs often included male and female vicdims.

(%3]



Fuethee evidence on the culiute of gay hate crime, swirounding Operation Taradale, was
publ;s.md in the following

Published book

Published book *

Telemovie “Bloodsport — the Bondi mi:_de.s ’3"_111' Tavestigation Ausiralia network
i able io produce these publications, if requived

he Beat” by L,).be:
Bondi Badlands” by Greg Callaghan

Ebeﬁe—r hy ul&we of ﬂﬂ]e:'LCCL sthed in the T

rould have beea typical

cal
|

in Syds ney in this era. 1 do not believe Lh& Manly a fnvmune to the violence
de against gay men elsew!zerc—. in Sydney.

Although 1 am unawaie of the full civcumstances, there are other crimes of violence ag

men on Svdnev’s noithen beaches clude the murdes cué: 1988,

for which Is later prosecuted. The suburb of Mariabeen teaiuwes @ the
following three

- ESEEN s ooccleted ai Nareabeen, and at a later isial for the accused (his brother), it
is taised in evidence thai [N w2 well kaowa for gay hate viclence.

a gay man - is shot with 2 compound bow at the Deep Creek
Resesve (2 beat) ai Maveabeen in Au,:um 1994

- EN alsc a gay man - is siabbed to death at the

beai a rabicen, m June 2007.

wmshed, 2 knowa gay

SUMMING UP

B N =

Fot the reasons I have outlined in ihis sepoti, I believe the original covonial finding of suicide ~

with the assisiance of hindsight ~ to be v LJ.SE!!C. [ believe proceedings should cormmence io amend

the finding of suicide to Livu of opeﬂ causes. I agree that with the absence of forensic evideace
ad witnesses, mudet cannot be proven o a hlch standard. I amn hopeful
will show hat it cannot be ruled out.

that this subenission

Fou stinilar reasons, I believe an eveat an the INSW Police sysiem (COPS/iCOPS) should be
created and outline the citcumsiances of the death. I believe the death should be regaided as
suspicious. These two actions will provide reasonable foundation should further evidence acise

1 would like to op oint out thas my sole as 2 consuliant in this investigaticn is that of a corcarned
citizen, and not ia a paid capaciiy.

Stephen Page

NPL.0209.0001.0072
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Scott Johnson Case AB9
Report by Johnson Family to former Unsolved Homicide Unit head Det. Inspector
Mick Ashwood re: evidence to support re-opening Scott Johnson’s Case

August 29, 2007

e On behalf of the Johnson Family, Daniel Glick and former NSW Det. Sgt. John
Macnamara investigated and confirmed:

o the area where Scott died was a gay beat

o gay hate violence was rampant in the Northern Beaches suburbs at
the time Scott died (specifically, a knifing occurred on the very spot
where Scott was attacked).

o the area where Scott died was in fact not a popular area for suicides as
the police had alleged (see maps in Tab 1)

o victims of gay hate violence in the gay beat where Scott died -
violence was an epidemic in the 1980s, 90s, and continues to this day

o persons of interest who may be knowledgeable of the specific gangs

e Y kY & w5 4o 53 1 sl cviem Qe fit
or perpetrators whe frequented the gay beat in Manly where Scott

died around the time when Scott died

o The police reviewed this report then (quietly) failed to recommend to the
Coroner that a new hearing be held to review the original 1989 suicide ruling
and decide whether to re-open the case.

Updated: Jan. 14, 2013
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To: Detective Inspecior Michasl Ashwood, Coordinator, Unsolved Homicide Teain
From: Daniel Glick and John Macnamara on behalf of Scott Johnson’s family

Date: 8/29/07

Re: Scoit Johnson death invesiigation

Dear lnspector Ashwood:

Scoit Johnson’s family and I thank you for your assistance in our pursuit of more
information about his death. With this letter, we wish to shate previously undisclosed
evidence that might warrant reclassifying Scott’s case from a ruling of suicide to that of
“open causes,” and possibly reinvestigating his death.

Summary

The naked body of Scott Russell Johnson, an American residing in Ausiralia, was
found at the bottom of a cliff about 200 meters north of Bluefish Point near Manly on
December 10, 1988. He was 27 and homosexual. His death was ruled a suicide at the
time by the local police. A Coroners’ inquest corroborated that ruling in March 1989.

We have reason to believe that the determination of suicide was made in error,
and that homicide was more likely. We are grateful for your time to review our findings
supporting our view.

The New South Wales Coroners office and Operation Taradale, led by Det. Sgt.
Stephen Page, established beyond any doubt the prevalence of anti-gay violence in the
years surrounding Scott’s death, especially in the Bondi area. Various academic and
governmental reports have documenied a pervasive culture of homophobia at the time.
The gay community existed mostly underground, fearful of the authorities and furiively
operating at the fringes of society. Many homosexuals relied on gay “beats” as meeting
places. We now know there were hundreds of these beats operating around the greater
Sydney area at the time.

The place where Scoit Johnson died was one of them.

Most of Operation Taradale’s work has focused on the area in and around Bondi,
but it seems likely that similar acis of violence occurred elsewhere. Sue Thompson, the
Gay/Lesbian consultant with the NSW police from 1990 to 2002, told me that
homophobia and violence surely “did not stop at the Harbour Bridge.”

We believe Scoit Johnson’s death was a case in point. In reviewing the “Brief of

Evidence for the Coroners Court Glebe, 16 March 1989” concerning Scoit’s death, police

presented whait they believed was an open and shut case for suicide: Scoit was
homosexual, shy and intelligent; his clothes were folded neatly; his pariner made a
statement aboui hearing Scott talk about suicide three years previously; he was

susceptible to AIDS because of his sexual orientation; and the cliffs were remote and not

NPL.0209.0001.0074

known as & gay “beat.” ~

———-—We undersiand-why-the police may have arrived at the conclusion of suicide, ... ..

86.L,

absent any additional information. As we shall prove, however, all of these “facts” have
alternative explanations that, on balance, appear to us to be much more likely indicative
of murder.
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In the police report and inquest transcripts, it is clear that police did not actively
explore the possibility of linking Scoit’s death io the spate of anti-gay violence we now
know was occurring in the greater Sydney area. During the inguest, police first denied
any knowledge of any sexual activity ai the place in guestion. Then, upon further
questioning, one officer acknowledged that some sexual activity did take place around
the cliffs and headlands above Manly, both gay and straight.

As we shall document, the place where Scott went that day was in facta
“notorions” gay beat, according i several men who used it af or avound the time of
Scott’s desth. The Blue Fish Point beat is also one that could or should have been known
o the police at the time, since 2 gay man had been stabbed at ihe very same place less
than two years previously — while nude sunbaking on the rocks above where Scait’s body
was found. That assailant was arrested. In addition, Manly was home to four or five
other active “beats,” and the northern beaches communities included dozens of other
places where homosexuals would meet. Along the northern beaches from Manly to
Narrabesn and further north, we have evidence to suggest that a number of incidents of
violence against homosexuals occurred, following much the same pattern that was
identified in the Bondi area.

We hope that this report may be of use to you, and we look forward to providing
any additional assistance and information that we can o help the Johnson family find
some closure to this horrific incident. Thank you for your kind attention.

This report has three parts:

1. Establishing that the site above where Scoit’s body was found was a well
known “beat” frequented by gay men during that era.

2. Establishing that prior incidents of anti-gay violence occurred at that site and
at areas along the northern beaches near Manly. Reviewing the social climaie
of viclence against homosexuals at the time in the context of Scott’s death, a
fact not considered at the time of the inquest.

3. Reviewing the initial evidence used io rule the cause of deaih as suicide and
presenting new evidence to dispute that determination.

NPL.0209.0001.0075
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Part Ones The cliffs and headlands above Manly near Blue Fish Point were an
active gay “beat” At least four other beats were also active in Manly at the time of
Scoti’s death

Susmmary: At the “Inguesi touching the deaih of Scosi Russell Johnson” ai Ciiy
Coroner’s Court, Glebe, on 16 March, 1989, police claimed thai ihe area where Scoii’s
body was found was not a known gay “bear,” places where homosexuals routinely met
Jjor the purpose of arranging brief, anonymous sexual encouniers. Upon questioning by
Sergeant Redfern, assisting the coroner, Detective Sergeant Doreen Cruickshank of ihe
Manly Police Staiion said, “I'm not aware thas [the area near Blue Fish Poini] is &
particular avea where ithey (homosexual persons) do frequeni.”

In fact, the area above where Scoii’s body was found had been an esiablished gay beat
since it least the laie 1970s, It was one of at least five active beats operating in and
around Manly during the mid- jo laie 1980s. People in both the gay and ihe siraight
commumnity knew this ai the time, bui it apparently did not draw the aitention of police.
This is not unusual, according io Sue Thompson, the GaylLesbian consultant with the
NSW police from 1990 io 2002; these meeting places iried to siay below ihe radar screen
of aurhoriiles. Dei. Sgi. Cruickshank testified ihat ihe police were aware of iwo other gay
meeting places: the Tourisi Cenire near the inierseciion of the Corso and the Beachfroni
Road, and ihe ciher ai the Balgowinh Shopping Cenire, also known as the Totem
Shopping Cenier.

New testimony from various witnesses, with all interviews conducted separately and
independently, establishes conclusively that the area was a “beat™:

1. re/@rﬂr_s far the Water Board, and has since at least the
late 1980s. | met him near the sewage treatment plant at the top of Darley Road
above Manly and less than a kilometer from where Scoit’s body was found. 1
asked if he knew whether homosexual men would come up there during the 80s,
and he said, “all the time.” He said that during that period, he and his co-workers
would routinely see pairs of (presumably) gay men mill around a parking area
nearby and go off into the bushes where they had esiablished “litile love nests.”
He recalls seeing men naked and hearing “lovers’ spais” and once surprised men
having sex in the bushes. He said he would be willing to repeat his statements to
authorities. He almost ceriainly would know other colleagues who would
corroborate his recollections.

2. It should be noted that it is difficuli to find surviving gay men who frequented gay
beats during the 1980s; the AIDS epidemic claimed many of them. Thai said, I
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spoke with , & gay man cuitently living

om0 Calrns-who-was-very-active in-the Manly - gay scene-in the laie-1970s-and-early. -

1980s. (After an article about our investigation appeared in the Manly Daily, his
sister-in-law contacted me. Her Irmsbamd, brother, gave me (KX s phone
number.) When I reached him by phone in Cairns, aa.ud there were ai lzast
five active beats at the time in and arcund Manly, including the ioilet block at the
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end of the Corso, at the beachfront public toilets on either end of the Esplanade
that were part of the lifesaving clubs, and at the toilets at the Whaif, He said that
the beat at the top of the cliffs, about a 10-minute walk up from the Shelly Beach
parking area near Cabbags Tree Bay Park, was the most “notorious” and
“legendary.” To get thers, he and others would walk through a “hole in the wall,”
and proceed to the end of the wail. From there, they would walk along social
trails o a seiies of rock ledges like the one ai the top of where Scoii’s body was
found. said the cliff beat operated a litde differently than some of the beais
in town in that men would regularly strip down naked and “lewdly parade
around” while waiting for somebody to approach and have sex. “That hill was the
last stop of a sex tour of Manly,” he said, popular because of its seclusion and
great beauty. He added that he is the lone survivor of all the gay men he knew
that frequented the Manly beats at the time.

3 " is a 63-year-old gay man who still lives in
Manly . He also says that the cliff area above Shelly Beach was &
regular beat that he personally visited. [FEJ:cld we that when he would go

there, he would strip naked and “sunbake” while waiting for a sex partner. He
was also the victim of 2 siabbing at that very place in 1986 (see Part Two).

4. kg a gay outreach worker affiliated with the AIDS
Council of New South Walcs, says he was a regular beat user during the time in
question, as well as an outreach worker at many gay beais in and around Sydney.
He concurred that the area in and around Manly had several “very active” gay
beats at the time, including the area along the cliffs. “There is absolutely no
doubt that it was a beat,” he said. He said that the MO of that pariicular cliff beai
would include men taking off their clothes and “folding them” while waiting for
somebody to approach [[E I zlso worked on projecis as an outreach worker
with various AIDS education projects that have helped to identify beais, and said
that there were several other active beats in Manly at the time: In all the suxf club
restrooms and showers (at least three along the beach), as well as in the ioilets
near the Whasf. He recalled that there may have been another in some toilet stalls
along the Corso. He said thai some of these beats were merely meeting placss,
and people would go o the hills above Manly o have se;s&says that he
personally spoke with some police officers about the beais, but could not recall
with whoimn or exactly when.

5. | fzom the AIDS Council of New South Wales, or ACON -,
has worked on various beat outreach and gay anti-violence projects since the early
1990s. He has no firsi-hand knowledge of the Manly area in 1988, but says that
in the early 1990s there was a “busy beat at the Corso at Manly,” and recalied it
was in a toilet block. He recalled people talking about going “up the hill” after
meetings at the downtown beats.

" 6. Consiable Troy Andrew Hardie, who investigated Scoit’s death af the time,
—-—testified-at-the-inquest-that-while-he and other officers did not consider the area-by -
Blue Fish Point to be a particular homosexual meeting place, it was a known area
where lovers went to find seclusion. “1t’s a bit of a lover’s lane for males and
females,” he said.
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Part Two: Homophobia and assaults Iike those near Bondi did not stop at the
Harbour Bridge., There is widespread evidence of antl-gay violence along the
northern beaches.

Suinmary: “Seven miles from Sydney, a thousand miles from care.” So reads the
unaffficial moito of Manly, apparently dieamed up in the era befove World War I1. In
Jaci, Manly in the mid- and laie 1980s was a place where hooliganism, teenage gangs,
public drunkenness and assaulis were commonplace, as evidenced by ihe newspaper
headlines of the day. (“Monlv a shan with violence and dyink problem,” reads the
keadline for the “Letters” seciion on December 20, 1988, aboui iwo weeks after Scoti’s
death.) Dei. Sgt Cruickshank testified that ihe police were aware of iwo beais in Manly
“because of serious assaulis which are conunitted on homosexual persons in those
areas.” She went on to say that “if a pariiculor area is frequented by homosexuals, we
have those in the conmunity who itake o dislike io those type of persons and will frequent
there eliher to assauls them or rob them or cawuse them some harm in some way and
eventuaily the police become notified of certain types of incidenis happening in thai
area.”

In the early 2000s, ihe State Coroner’s office invesiigated o rash of mawdered
homosexvals that had occwired in the Sydney avea during ihe late 19805 and early 1990s,
which resulied in several convictions and a scathing indictmeni of law enforcement’s lox
aititude with regard io invesiigaiing homosexuals® murders oi the time. The socic-
economic fociors that helped foster the disajffecied, violent youth implicaied in the Bondi
gay-bashing cases were very similar along ihe novithern beaches, sireiching froimn Manly
io Narrabeen, and up io Mona Vale and Palin Beach. There is no reason io believe thai
the documented cases of gay-bashing that emerged from the Bondi-Tamarama-Mark’s
Park invesiigaiion would have been limiied to the area south of the Harbowr Bridge.
Although it is not likely thai the saine gangs that tevvorized gays in Bondi would rousinely
iravel io the norihern beaches, the widespread homophobia of the era would likely have
spawned similar gangs and similar atiacks along the northern beaches as well, noiably ai
known gay beais.

According to Siephen Tomsen’s report in the Ausiralian Instituie of Criminology eniitled
“Haoired, Murder and Male Honour: Anti-homosexual Homicides in New South Wales,
1980-2000,” nearly one quarier of gay hate murders occurred at beats. The report
documents 74 homicides during that time frame thai the author classifies as “haie”
crimes against homosexual men. There is every reason to believe there are dozens, if not
hundreds, of unreporied andlor undocumented cases of robbery, assault, infimidation,
male rape ond murders dating from thai era in the northern beaches communiiies. We
document a few cases noi known or represenied io the court during Scoit’s inguest:

R ‘ﬂ"f"S@@ above) was attacked with a Bowie knife afier-— -~

having sex with a male siranger up on the cliffs above Manly on February 4,
1986, at virtually the exact spot where Scott fell to his death [N =ys he
vsed io go io the rocks “above the sicne wall,” where he met the man who stuck a
knife in his back after having sex. [[EJ2iked down o the hospital wiih

Ly
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the knife sticking out of his back.) P prepares window displays at
various shops in M anly, and I spoke wita him at Ludie’s, a clothing shop.
MNewspaper reports from the Manly Daily (15 March ﬂ%@i confirm the account he
related to me took place at Bluefish Point and that his attacker had been living in
an ex-army bunker at North Head.

|72 is the forme: [ a
wen-nown nuaist oeach near Manly thas was frequented by gays and siraights
Il conizcied me after secing the ariicle in ths Manly Daily and said that
h@ had repeatedly spoken with an elderly gentleman who would waich the bsach
area with a telescope from his apartment across the bay. The man told [Elthet
he regularly witnessed gay bashings in the bushes above Reef Beach. The witness
who is now deceased, also mﬂcﬂ that he also witnessed a man being tossed @ﬁ
a low cliff (the man survived). Whei]EZJl asked why the Peeping Tom didn’t
report the incidents, he was told that the old man “didn’t want to get involved.”
(RNl <isc recalled that at some point in early 1987, some young men were
arrested for a gay bashing near Reef Beach.

memon"y was apparenily quite good. An ariicle that appeared in the

Sydney Morning Herald dated January 3, 1987 with the headline: “Three arresied
on assault charges” reads: 7hree young men have been arresied in Maily for an
alleged series of assoulis on homosexuals in public lavaiories. Police said
yesterday ihat the youihs, aged 17, 18, and 21, faced o total of 40 charges,
including assawli and robbery. A s_p@l’azsmm said thai in the past 12 monihs there
had been a series of assaulis and robberies af homosexuals in public lavatories in
Nairabeen, Reef Beach, and other paris of norihern Sydney. The ihree have been
released on bail uniil Monday. (Question; What are these men’s names? See
final sections A Note om Further Investigation.)
I - = cay man who was aitacked with a bow and arrow, killed
and dismembered at the Deep Creek gay beat in 1992. This is just a few miles
from Manly.
It should be noted that Scott’s death was reported in the December 15, 1988
Marly Daily in a short story headlined: “Body on Rocks,” which concluded,
“There were no suspicious circumstances, according to police.” There are at leasi

a half dozen Manly Q@ily newspapeﬁ reports 1 uncovered from 1987, 1988 and
1989 that speak cryptically of atiacks on men in the northern beaches area that
may have been gay-bashing incidents:

a. On January 12, 1988, a 39-y J@&L r old man had been sitting in his car at the
lookout at Dobroyd Point when three men appro: clmed The report says he

was brutally beaten, robbed, and his car was stolen. Dobroyd Point was a
well-known beat.
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h. On i VMMEMMM%D@JWMSMMW@M@&&@N%ﬁ’-ﬂﬂ'ﬂ

man who was raped by two men in the puoﬂm, uona@ts near the \\!an i"d@@@ﬂ

~busterminus T Alsoabeat,
€. @__-Jovc,m‘b@a 30, 1989, an 18-yea
assauliing ancther man, also in &

ear old man was charged with sexually
Nerrabeen.
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On December 135, 1988, just a week after Scoit’s death, the dead body of
I < found in a toilet biock in North Manly.
Probably a beat,

e. On Februaty 7, 1987, two men were charged “over alleged bashing atiacks
on homosexuals on the North Shore.” The men’s names were kS

who was 18 at the time, and [EEEEG

f. On May 5, 1988, a 42-year-old man was attacked by three or four youths
in Manly. The mepma says, “There was no attempt to rob” the man. No
other details.

On February 3, 1987, a 25-year old man was adimitted to the hospital after
being assaulied at Dee Why “after he met another man on the first floor of
a car park.”

h. On March 4, 1987, a 28-year-old man was atiacked in the Narrabeen bus
terminus toilets and was told, “You will bleed tonight.” Again, a known
beat.

A confidential source approached me in Manly after reading the newspaper and
told me that when he was around 13 (about 20 years ago), he recounted that a
rather “shady” character would hang out at his father’s business. He recalls
overhearing the man brag about “m@ne than S0” gays he had bashed. The man
appar ently had a brother who may have been connecied io organized crime, who
was “very scaty.” This confidential source must be treated very carefully;
although he gave me the name of the man in question (and his brother), he asked
for the time being at least that I not shave this with law enforcement unless the
name came up independently. Later, she man’s nome did appear upon review of
the newspaper accounis of gay bashing. We will need to discuss how to move
forward with this obvious Person of Interest.

we

no fixed address and apparently was living in an abandoned army building. We
cannot discount the possibility that a homeless person or persons may have
attacked Scoit. [ was walking around the cliffs above where Scoit’s body was
found and discovered two separate rock alcoves where people had obviocusly
stored pillows, blankets and plastic bags. One of the alcoves was big enough for
somebody o sleep in to avoid inclement weather; it raises the possibility that
homeless people do or did utilize this area.

from ACON and his colleague |l 2nother AIDS ouireach
worker, added more information about how the Manly beats operated relatively
underground in order o avoid confrontations with the police. In 1990 and 1991,
vhmiwork@d with the Manly police doing ouir each, he recalled, many gay
men reported that the police would drag men out of the toilet blocks that served as
beats and then publicly beraie the men. - said the atmosphere of distrust and
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fear of the police had reached a point of great conflict at the time. Because of

~this;’ h@*u:he.@nnzc—zs:m@.nrnmrghrhiaw met upin the-known beats-but-have-gone-to-a- - -

more secluded spot around the cliffs to have sex.

The MO of certain known hate crimes that may be similar to Scott’s case cannot
be ignored. Retired Detective nergeam Stephen Page recalled the case of one
man who survived a vicious aitack afier being ]uard up near the Bondi cliffs by

~
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one man, only to be assaulted by several of the man’s friends. Sue Thompson
noted the same past scenarios that present a hypothesis that Scott may have been
brought up to the cliff’s by one man and then atiacked by several.

10. The case of | R (o rclotion), desciibed in the Brief of Evidence
presented to the Coroner by Operation Taradale, seems to echo Scott’s in many
ways: he was found dead at the bottom of a cliff and presumed to be a suicide:
his friends testified that he was in fine spirits because of a recent inheritance; and
oiher incidents of violence occuired at the same spot. One piece of forensic
evidence may be of interest here as well: |G body was founc
facing toward the cliff, which meant thai if he jumped or fell he W@Uﬂd have had
to turn 180 degrees in the air — an unlikely possibility for a “jumper.” Crime
scene phoiographs from Scoti’s fall seem io indicate that his body was found &t a
90-degree angle to the cliff face. We are not certain that this is relevant, be we
noie it as potentially instructive.

11, Local police were aware of a group known as “Da Manly Boys” with a distinctive

“tag,” dMB, which operated in Manly in this era. Like the “Bondi Boys,”
“Alexandria Eight,” and “Parkside Killer” gangs implicated in the assaults and
murders near Mark’s Park, their former members would be worth trying to track
down for information, leads and possible suspects.

12. The historical context of gay violence during the period in question is important
to reconsider. New South Wales had only decriminalized homosexuality in 1984,
four years prior to Scott’s death. It is clear from interviews with gay men that, at
that time, many siill worried that their homosexuality was considered criminal in
the eyes of the state; it is a very safe hypothesis to state that more men would be
willing to come forth in today’s climate than they would have at the dme. It was
not uniil 1992 that an anti-discrimination (homosexual vilification) amendment
bill came before the Australian House, prompted by a spate of gay bashings. At
that timme, the lesbian and gay anti-violence project had received reporis of 230
assaulis against gays and lesbians over the previous 14 months.

Part Threes Was the suicide determination premature?

Semimary: Family and friends of Scoit Johnson have always considered suicide unlikely.
Scoit hod no history of depression or menial illness, had a bright future as a mathemagics
prodigy, and had no obvious reason io end his young and promising life. All accounis
ond depositions from his closest fiiends, academic advisors and family concurred on this
poini. We undersiand thai suicide is complicated, thai someiimes close friends ond
Jomily are oblivious to ihe sigus, and that it is difficuls to pinpoini cousality. That said, it

— seems ynlikely thai Scots fits any of ihe main profiles thoi experts iell us con predici
suicidal behavior, In this seciion we recap some uf the testimony given as the Coroners

LT ingwest i 1989, wrd offer wew inforimaion with wiich io reconsider-ilve suicide
conclusion:

Information available at the inquest {(and, where noted, updated with current intsrviews}:
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I. Testimony from friends, family members and professional colleagues:

a. Scoit’s partnier at the time of his death, said that their
long-term relationship was stable and that Scott appeared to be his
“normal self” in the days prior io his death. In an eight-page letier
submitted to the court in conjunction with Scott’s inguest, [EJI wrote,
“To my knowledge, Scoti feli nothing but satisfaction with our
relationship and there was certainly no argument or disagreement between
us...J cannot think of any reason or event which would have led him to
take his own life.” is estranged from Scott’s family and has not
been cooperative with our investigation; see below for more details.)

b. [ o of Scott amms fiiends in Sydney, was the last
known person to speak with Scoit by telephone, sometime around noon on
8 Dec 1988 (his body was found less than 48 hours later). [EgJ#id tha:
Scoti “appeared to be his normal self. .. There was no hint of anything
untoward and Scoti sounded the same as he always did.” In an email
interview in June 2007, [l wrote to me, “1 am not aware of any reason
whv Scott would have committed suicide.”

c. 3f Macquarie University, Scott’s PhD advisor,
testified at the time that he and Scott had spoken on 7 Dec 1988 to discuss
Scoti’s impressive academic progress. Scoit had, for all intents and
purposes, completed the last major hurdle before being eligible to receive
his dociorate, and “was very happy about this,” according o] iR
testimony. They spoke again on 8 Dec at 10:30 a.m., and Scott and
had made an appointment to meet on Wednesday 14
December. In a May 2007 interview (k3 citcrated his belief that Scoit
was 2 terribly promising and brifliant siudent; thai he was shy but not
pathologically so; and that when he and a fellow
heard about the Bondi investigations, they both wondered if the situation
with Scotl might have been analogous becavse [Edid not believe that

Scott cominitted suicide. “There certainly was a doubt in my mind at the
time,’ told me recently. “There still is.”

d

3 sister and a psychiairic
nurse, was the last known person io have seen Scott, while he slept at her
home on the moraing of 8§ December 1988. She
iestiried gnat wnere was nothing in Scott’s behavior that would have
indicated suicidal behavior, depression, or any psychological problems.
She said that Scoft was a freguent visitor to the home and was
most welcome there; she said that “Scott was very close to my mother and
she ireated him like a son.” In her last interactions with Scoft, she
testified, “he seemed o be in happy spirits and he did not seem o be

depressed.” In the two years that she knew Scoit, she found him to be
- ~“ingroverted-and-a warnra friendly person™In-a subsequent statement en- -
14 December 1988 she added that “He seemed o be happy leading up to
his death, he was going well in his studies ai Macquarie University, and he
was particularly happy about becoming an uncle, afier the birth of his
brother’s baby in the United States.”

el



s

2

e. Steve Johnson, Scoit’s brother whose wife gave birth to the baby referred
to in the previous testimony, carried on a regular correspondence with his
brother, including & letter anncuncing the birth of Scoit’s niece a month
before his death. Steve knows of no reason why his brother might have
commitied suicide, and reporied this to the court in various documents and
testimony.,

In 1988, a diagnosis of AIDS was virtually a death sentence, and gay men were
known §o cominit suicide upon learning they had AIDS. The initial police
statement by [E included the sentence, “I believe that Scott belonged
{0 a gioun at high risk of A.LD.S. infeciion.” We surmise that this may have been
176 s way of telling police that Scott was gay rather than as a way of
suggesting that Scoit had AIDS. During the autopsy, Scott was tested for AIDS
and the results were negative. Dr. Johan Duflou testified at the inquest that “there
were no anti-bodies to either Hepatitis or the Acquired Immunodeficiency Virus
in the deceased’s blood.”

There is some evidence that Scott may have been familiar with beais, or at least
that it would not be completely out of character for him io have a “one-off” sexual
encounter even though he was in a committed relationship with [

as stated above, has not been coopsrative with our investigaion, but did
offer soms clues during his iestimony at Scott’s inguest and in conversations with
Steve Johnson.)

a. Under questioning at the izmqu@st,said that he was aware that Scoit
had at least one sexual encounter in Sydney with a man tha [JJJid not
know; this took place in June 1988.

b. Also at the inquest [ vas questioned about his and Scoi’s sexual
relationship and whether or not it had been “exclusive.” [ stated that
when he and Scoit moved to Australia in 1986, the two of them went
together to be iested for AIDS in a Canberra clinic. [[FJjjjjecity
acknowledged that the test did mean that the two had not been
monogamous prior to moving to Ausiralia. “That would indicate to me
that there was concern on both of our pasts to ascertain the state of our
antibody status,” RN told the court.

Information not brought before the inquesi:

[

Despite the fact that Scoit had tested negative for AIDS, police apparently
believed and stated that Scott might have had AIDS. || o signed
the “Report of Death of an American Citizen Abroad” in his role as American
consul in Svdnev af the fime. is now a retired Foreign Service officer living in

He iold « ephone. in May 2007 that he_
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recalled Scott’s case well because it was unusual. He said thai a police officer
may have had AIDS and partly because the body was found a certain distance
from the cliff, which somehow indicated suicide. [JJjiso recalied that the
“Tamily” — probably Steve — was quite insisient and that angered the police, who
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felt their honor was being impugned.

" told hirm at the tithe that Stott’s death was certainly @ suicide, partly because Scott -~



8. The forensic pathologist who was assigned the case, Dr. Johan Duflou, told me in
2007 that the police presented the case to him as a cleat-cut suicide. There were
10 “defense wounds,” and the cause of death was consistent with a fall from that
height. He did not conduct a fuller autopsy that might bave occwred with a
suspicion of homicide. That might have included, for example, an anal swab,

which couid have indicated sexual activity prior to death. Upon reviewing the

autopsy records and contemporaneous notes he took while conduciing the autopsy
in December 1988, Dr. Duflou told me that there is “nothing to suggest one way
or the ather — suicide, accident or homicide.” He did not criticize his autopsy as
incomplete or inappropriate given the circumstances, but said ihat he had just
moved to the Sydney area at the thme and “wasn’t aware” of sny gay hate crimes
nor any possible link beiween Scoit’s death and the other gay-hate crimes. “It
took quite a few years before they were linked,” Deflou said.

9. Steve Johnson recalls that KX <2id that he had repeatedly encouraged
Scoit to be more cutgolng sexually.

10. Steve Johnson also recalls one cccasion prior to Seott meeting , when
Scott was probably 22 or 23, when Scott had a two-day affair with a man thai
Scott had “picked up” while visiting Steve in Los Angeles.

A Nete about farther investigation

Although Scott Johnson's death took place nearly 20 year ago, we find some
reason for optimism that if indeed he was murdered, his killer might yet be found. We
understand that the northern beaches townships ave sometimes referred to as “The Shire,”
a reference to J.R.R. Tolkien's imaginary homeland of the Hobbits, who do not travel far
and who live their lives close to home. We have reason to believe that quite a few people
currently living in the Manly may have been there for 20 years or more. They may know
of people who have bragged about bashing gays, or may have actually participaied in
anti-gay violence themselves. We are already aware of several individuals that fit this
profile, and believe that with further investigation, others will be possible to find. In some
of the newspaper reports of assaults that we mention above, we suspect that police reports
of the incidents still exist and may provide leads. _has made repeated
requests for permission to peruse old police records, 1o no avail. We have identified one
particular person of interest whose name turned up repeatedly in our investigation to date
because of two publicized arrests of gay-bashing and one first-person testimony that
states that this individual bragged about assaulting several dozen homosexual men. We
of course do not contend that he was responsible for Scoit’s murder, but we believe
strongly based on available evidence and testimony that he might have detailed
mf@ﬂmamn that mfw be germane to any investigation into Scott’s death.

ag ave mentioned, Scoti’s pariner ai-the time of his death.
nas not been nesuuonowo to our questions about Scoit’s habits, sexual and
" otnerwise, nor about his familiarity with beats and Manly in paiticular. We can rnu.@gﬁﬂ@
perfecily good reasons vy (R would not want to be involved; his relationship with
Scoit’s brother Steve was never good and deteriorated ai the time of Scoit’s mq 1est.
Neverihelegs, we feel it would be helpful o find a way to ask him some questions, and

—
P
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e M Abernethy,
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