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STATEMENT OF DETECTIVE SERGEANT PENELOPE BROWN

1. On 21 August 2023, | was served a summons to attend and give evidence in the Special

Commission of Inquiry into LGBTIQ Hate Crimes. | was also invited to provide a statement.

Detective Chief Inspector Pamela Young

2. lworked alongside DCI Pamela Young between 2013 and 2015 in the Homicide Squad.

3. DCl Young was a commissioned officer who was cognisant of there being a hierarchy to how

decisions were determined.

4. DCl Young was an extremely professional, open-minded, meticulous and highly regarded Police

Officer.

5. When DCl Young and | attended official meetings together, she would lay down the ground rules
and tell me not to speak unless she invited me too. While she respected me as a Detective

Sergeant, any decision made came down to her as the DCI.

Involvement in SF Macnamir, Neiwand and Parrabell

6. |was the Officer in Charge of SF Macnamir, with DCI Young as the Investigation Supervisor. SF

Macnamir was established to review and re-investigate the death of Scott Johnson.

7. |had no direct investigative role within SF Neiwand or Parrabell, however, | was aware of their

existence and purpose.

8. | am aware that Mr Willing, with the endorsement of Assistant Commissioner Crandell,
established SF Parrabell in response to the media attention being directed towards crimes

involving sexuality or gender bias.

9. | am aware that SF Neiwand was established within the Unsolved Homicide Team to re-

investigate the deaths which occurred near Bondi and had been the subject of Operation

Taradale.
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Duty Days

10. Inresponse to the summons, | searched my records and located my duty book in the NSW Police

archives.

11. From 18 February 2015 to 7 April 2015, | was absent from work as | was undergoing knee surgery

to repair the meniscus and anterior cruciate ligament of my right knee due to a work-related

injury.

12. During this time whilst recovering from surgery,

Anything that was occurring at
work or any discussions in relation to media strategies were the furthest thing on my mind

during this period and/or did not include me.

13. 8 April 2015 was the first day that I returned to work and on 9 April 2015, | received a return-to-
work plan. I returned to work earlier than recommended due to the upcoming directions hearing

and against the advice of my orthopedic surgeon.

Preparation of DCI Young’s Statement

14. On 17 February 2015, | printed a copy of DCl Young’s 445-page statement which was to be

provided to ABC Journalist, Emma Alberici.
15. | printed DCl Young's statement because she asked me to. | printed the statement and placed a
copy on DCI Young’s desk so that it would be ready for her the next time she was in the office. |

then sent DCI Young an email confirming this.

16. This was my last day of work before | was to commence leave due for my knee surgery.
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Preparation for the Lateline Interview

17. 1 was not privy to any discussions about media strategies or media appeararices. | understood
that DCI Young was speaking with a number of journalists in an attempt to balance the reporting

on SF Macnamir,

18. On one occasion, DCI Young was discussing ABC journalists with me and how she may speak to
someone as part of the NSW Police’s media strategy to balance the reporting. DCI Young

mentioned Emma Alberici’s name and [ told her that | knew her as she was the patron of Camp

auait

19. On 30 January 2015 and 10 April 2015, | attended backgrounding meetings with DCI Young and
Emma Alberici. The reason | attended these meetings was because DCI Youhg and | were a team
— she was the Inspector, and | was the Investigator. It was usual practice for us to attend
locations and meetings together. During these meetings | would not speak very often. DCI Young

would only invite me to speak if she was unsure of something or needed to confirm a matter.

20. The only other involvement | had in the preparation for the Lateline interview was the printing

of DCI Young’s statement as referred to above in paragraphs 11-13.

21. | was not involved in any organisation of media strategies or appearances as this was a

managerial decision rather than an investigative decision.

Lateline Interview

22. The Lateline interview between DCl Young and Emma Alberici occurred on 13 April 2015.

23. | was present in the ABC Studios but did not have any role in the appearance, Again, | was in
attendance as DCI Young and | were a team and we travelled together to the Coroner’s Court

and Glebe so travelled in the same car directly from Glebe to the ABC Studios.

24. As the investigator, it was not my place or my role to be directly involved with the media. DCI

Young articulated what | did, and | had no influence over what she said or did.

25. My duty book records show that on 13 April 2015, Mr. Willing was advised not only of DCI

Young’s participation in the interview but what DCI Young would say if she was asked questions
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in relation to the Minister of Police and the Johnson family. This occurred during a telephone
call from DCI Young to Mr. Willing during our drive from the Coroner’s Court in Glebe to ABC

Studios. The telephone call was on loudspeaker.,

26. DCI Young made no secret of her view in relation to the matter involving the Minister-of Police.
This was common knowledge within the Homicide office and to the best of my knowledge and

belief, Mr. Willing.

27, On 20 May 2015, Detective Chief Inspector Lehman signed off on all the entries | had recorded
in my duty book up to and including 20 May 2015,

Findings in the third inquest into the death of Scott Johnson

28. On 30 November 2017, State Coroner Michael Barnes delivered his findings for the third inquest

into the death of Scott Johnson. 1446 j and | were in attendance as we were the

lead investigative officers involved in this matter.

29. Detective Chief Inspectar Christopher Olen was also in attendance. | understood that Mr Olen
was present since Detective Inspector Jason Dickinson was not available, and the high-profile

nature of this inquest required a senior officer to be present,

30. Mr Olen had some involvement during the initiation of SF Macnamir when he fulfilled the role
of Acting Commander. He had no investigative involvement in SF Macnamir.

31. After State Coroner Barnes delivered his findings,{ 1446 iand | immediately entered into a

conference with Dr Sarah Pritchard SC of the New South Wales Police Force Office of General

Counsel and from memory; Ms Louise Mallon of Ashurst and one other female lawyer.

32. | did not assume any particular findings would be delivered, however, | was perplexed with the
result after reading the submissions of Dr Sarah Pritchard SC and Ms Kristina Stern SC who both
submitted that there should be an open finding made based on the evidence before the inquest.
| was also perplexed by the preciseness with which State Coroner Barnes described the homicide

and the involvement of at least two perpetrators.

33. In relation toEL 1446 , both of us were physically and mentally exhausted. We had spent a
significant amount of time working day and night in preparation for the inquest. From my !
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conversations with,___ 1446 ! after the findings were delivered, | understood her to he

surprised with the outcome, but not upset.

34. On 1 December 2017, | understand that Mr Olen sent an email to Detective Superintendent
Scott Cook (Bcc Detective Inspector Jason Dickinson) stating that “understandably both girls

became pretty upset thereafter”.

35. I was not aware of Mr Olen’s email until | became involved in this Special Commission of Inquiry

in August/September 2023.

36. The comment made by Mr Olen is his interpretation of our reaction and is completely incorrect.

DetectiveSe t Penelope Brown

Dated: 19:09- 2023
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From: Georgina_WeIIs-Staff/NSWPolioe
To: ice;
Cc:

Subject: Scott Johnson

Date: Tuesday, 7 April 2015 14:04:24

Ken, John,

The Directions Hearing in relation to a possible third Inquest re: the death of Scott Johnson is to be
held on Monday 13 April 2015 at Glebe Coraner's Court. As you gre aware, this has been a case of
intense media interest, partly as a result of campaigning by and on behalif of the Johnson family and a
reporter hired to assist them, Daniel Glick. The ABC, The Australian and the SMH have been the
main outlets following the matter.

A statement has been prepared for the Coroner by Det Ch Insp Pamela Young. It totals some 445
pages and, while a non-publication order has been sought by Det Ch Insp Young, it is possible it
could be made available to the media for reporting as soon ‘as Monday. The concern is that media, in
lieu of not being able to adequately review such a large document in a short time frame in order to
compile a full report, may instead rely on commentary from the Johnson family for any media
reporting.

As such, we would like to provide a background briefing to the ABC and The Australian prior to
Monday so they can take a look at the report and have a chat to police about what's in it. The briefing
would be for background information only and off the record. They would also be informed that there
is a possibility there may be a non-publication order on the report. We do not intend to approach the
SMH as their reporter, Rick Feneley, is biased in his reporting and not willing to consider any
information provided to him by police. If and when the statement is made public, we would be happy
to go on the record then, plus address any media requests from all media (including Rick Feneley).

Additionally, Det Supt Mick Willing intends to advise the Coroner that we will be backgrounding a
number of reporters on the statement as a courtesy.

I have discussed this strategy with Strath and he supports and approves it from a PAB perspective.

Kind regards,

Georgie Wells

Media Supervisor, State Crime Command
NSW Palice Force

Phone: I

Mobile: NG
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From: Penelope_Brown I Stafi/NSWPolice

To: ice?
a Staff/NS' =)

Subject: Documents for Emma

Date: Tuesday, 17 February 2015 17:56:44

Hi Pam,

T have placed a double sided copy of your large statement in a massive blue manilla (it was all I could find)
envelope on your desk. I was unable to find an electronic version of your supplementary statement on the SF
Macnamir folder or eaglei. I have added that to my eaglei to do list. From memory...you said that your second
statement was saved on your personal folder? I looked for the printed copies around your desk but could not see
it and did not want to snoop.

I'spoke to Emma today and informed her that you would contact her and arrange a time to catch up. The best
number to contact is I M Emma is happy to meet you in your local area.

She stated that she had received an email from Dan GLICK after making contact on their facebook page. He
informed Emma that he would be here in March! She hasn't replied back yet.

I've just tidied up my desk I will come in the day of the move.
Speak to you next week when you are back.

Pen:)



