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a New South Wales Police
S ATFMENT in matter of A Place: Cl‘lmlnal Investization Branch
. ; ) Lchard NEWCASTLIS .
i 3 Date: 2hth May,1981, S R )

Name 2t soss

S‘ﬂfﬂ"*) Newcastle.
Address: il : Tel. No.siinilas

i wealit Jof - Polidices STATES__

1. Apout 1.15pm on Friday, 19%h December,1980, I went

with Detective Senior Constable Guyatt, to Birdwocod Park,
King Street, Newcastle. .lHere we went to the men's toilet
where we! spone to Sergeant 1st Class Marsh and Sergeant Ird
Llass Po@cr. An ambuLunce was in attendance, Letcetive
Guyatt and o rgeant Power then commenced to search the

immediate srea.

& Alshort time later, the paramedics, who had teen
treating the deceased inside the toilet, with the aid of
Police placed the deceased in the ambulance.

B I'saw that the deceased suffering from contusions
and abrasions to the face and eyes, there was a large amount
of blood lon his face and hair, this blood appeared to be
dry. there wus a lurge area of blood on the left side of
his head in the vieinity of his ear, Whilst the deceased was
in the ambulonce, I said to him, "What is your name"?
He said, MDick Slater®. I said, "What happened"? He
sald, "Nothing". 1 said, "Who bashed you"? He said,
"I waen't bashed, I didn't falil over®, The ambulance then
left and the deceased was conveyed to the A.R.A. at Royal
Newcastle Hospital.

o
4, I then went inside the mens! toilet: I saw a
1a£ﬁu area of blood on the floor of the toilet near the
urinal. I alse saw spots of blood about the walls of the
toitet. A search of the interior of the toilet was
made however, rnoweapon or implement was found. A short time
later Letective Clausen of the Newcastle Scientifc Investig-
-ation Segtjnn arrived and took a number of photographs
and made ther inquiries.

went with Detective Guyatt to the Hoyal
Neweas tlé;Hvu,)Lu] there 1 had a conversation with Di.
Bennett. ;1 wis later handed the clothing worn by the
deceased By nursing staff, The only property, apart from

the ulothﬂnu Lfound on the deceased was a set of car keys

Witness: ... and . dwo loitd cdVe-bdokedta et %), 'j e R
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i ‘T then Qent_t the bed where the héceased was 1ylny
1 again atvempted to speak to hlm LOnC“rqlnE his injuries,
however, I was: unuble toobtain any cohesive information
Irim the deceased as to how he came by those injuries.

vetective Cluasen then attended that Hospital and took

7%

a
series of photOPFdPho of the deceased. i Arranpements werc
then maude forithe relatives of the utLLaged to be informed,
and - later that date hrs. Slater attended ihe Hogpital,

i y Lhe deceaved'was then admitted té the hoydl Newcastle
Hospitals: At‘tne tlmeof his ahmlaSlOﬂ hls condition was
described as’'stablet lllhn decea sed ramained a patient in the
hospital until his death on the: 22ndDoupmber 1980. Whilst

he was in that HonltaL beCdU se of his dis-orientated ‘state

he was unable to uolntervlewed
; |

3. < Police inquiries to date huve f ailed toascertain
how: the dCLCude guiigred the injuries dtzth& Birdwood Park
taoiletl oniithei 9t1 Uecember 1940,

1

9. AL 10pm on ””nd December 1980, Ur. L, Banathy,
fepional bov;rnmonL borbenulc Patholoblbtlnonaucted a po
mortem examination upun the deceased, i

{10 Police lhuUll;eS have estdbllahed thdt the deceased
lefd his' homeat Cocks Rlll sometime between
1Zmd arnd 12.20pm, in hig Valiant sedan mopor‘ vehlcle -
wtithe timeof ;lb ledv1ng his home he Wuclln pouse 3sicn. of

around $30.00 4n notes qnd colns, which ware contained in

a clasp type: lddlL purse which he normally carried money.

It wushis intention of.purehu51nv grocprieg. His vehicle

was found parked in hln& Bireet on the youther “kerb near the
interscction of National: Park Street, Newcastle weﬁt, 0Tt is
thourlit “that the uuccased drove his vehlcﬁe to- that 1bcationa
parked it and then walked to the:!'Store! Huntcr truet, where

he ‘purchased 'u"Jackpot' and a 'epecigl! Lottery ticket.

He vbtuined theve tickets from Leskey fnn WlNKwGRTH who could
only state that Lhose tickets purchased by the deceased wouldhave

Leen purchased éometlme betweeu 12md and 1f30pn gq 19th
December » 1980 ) ;

Witness: : L Signature; /) fé /@M
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NT (continued) mxnam}oﬁ Death of liichard SLATER.

Naiges dobert Hoss CLARK,

(Surname in capitals)

A3 It was the deceased's usu practise when shoppling
to curry o cardboard carton in his wetor vehicle which he
sl £ curpy. ‘tlie ‘Igems. when the vehicle was locatea it
was Tocked with no sign ol 1t having been interfered with.

Lhie rog

Low was empty, and it is therefore thoughi® thint

e deconsed had not obtaimed the, groceries he intended Lo

Pl 1ABL

48 It is thought that the decensed parked his wotor venla
In singSireet, then walked to 'The Store' where he clitaind

the lottery tickets, he then left thetStore' with the intention

of valking to the west ind Shopping Certre (near where the
vehicle wus parked) to oblain the grocdgries. After leaving
irie store he used the men's loilet at Birdwood Park, wheré
he obtained those injuries. At the time the deceased wis

suiferinog from a medical condition (prostate) and it was

dirficult for him to travel any distance without urinating.
Jacis The decused was found injurediin the toilet about

1pmothat date, by.a Brother Masseo (Arthur Geoffrey Clements)
and then Mr. and Mrs. ®enneth Sydney Archer. These persons
then caused the ambulance and Police to be notified.

o
K Jhe decasedsclothing and other exhibits were Iorward
te the Division of Forensice Medicine, where an examination :
und tests were conducted by analyst, Sandra GORRIRNGE.
1 PHRODUCE Her CETIFICATE OF THAT WxAMINATION.

©

19 1o date, despite Police inquiries into the d

of .ichard SLATER, no person has been charged in relation
co the cause ol his death. A reward in the sum of {50,000
has veen oflered by the Government of New 2outh Wales for

informaticn leading to the convicticn of the person/s resp

4 considerable number of persons have been interviewed Ly

J

Police u%f no definite suspect has emerged.

Witness: ; Signature:
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