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New South Wales Police

STATEMENT in matter of: Place: ___ Parramatts Police Station.

WALTER JOHN BEDSER,

| Phe 5th December, 1980,
Name:  PURNELL, Marjorie Joyce.
Occupation: Domestic, STATES:—
1 I sm » mar-led women and I reside with

my husbond Lawrence Stanley PURNELL, at the above address, I have
resided at these premises for the past thirty yesrs.

2e I heve known the deceaged person wWalter
John BEDSER, for approxinstely fiwe years. About five years ago

I was working on @ casusl bosis with a Mr. Ch#is UNDERWOUD, a
Jeweller of Phillip Street, Parrematta. I had been working with
Mr. UNDERWOOD for a short period approximstely two weeks, but I

had known the UNDIRWOOD family for about twenty years. John BEDSIR,
over & period of time hed jewellery valued by Mr. Chris UNDERWOOD
and John BEDIER, ssked Chris UNDIRWOOD if he knew any person thst
was interested in working for him in his shop at No.& Darcey Street
Parramatta, of a Thursday evening, I stopped working for Mr,
UNDERWOOD, after the Christmes period about five years ago. I
received & telephone call from Mr., BEDSER, sbout January, 1976 or
there abouts. Mr. John BEDSIR, asked me if I was interested in
working for him of a Thursday evening, he told me that the
UNDERWOOD'S had recommended me to him., I agreed to work for him
end I sterted the following Thursday and I have been so employed
by Mr, John BEDSER, of & Thursday evening since, There wes a short
Ipariud. of time that I slso worked for Mr. John BiDSER, of a Sunday
afternoon for a period of three hours, this wos a cou . le of years aj

£0.

E. During the period of time that I worked
for Mr, John BEDS/H, I never mixed with hiwm socially, but I was
introduced to his Mother and Sister a Mrs. Shirley DR1SCOLL, I
met them when they came into the shop st Darcey Street, Parramatta,
1 have also met Mrs DRSICOLL'S husband Ron, but this was only
about six weeks ago.

&4, ' Wr. BEDCER, employed me as a shop
Assistent and during the time that he was away from the shop of
(@ Thursday night, I wes in charge. At the beginning he showed me
how to operste the alarm system snd I would secure the premises
and set the alemm in motion snd them place the key to the shop in
an envelope and then ploce the envelope through » hole in the
front door. Later he had s sct of keys made for me and I have
]th e keys in my pussession now,

Witness: AN (\) Signature: '
st 17 D.EEMT%
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STATEMENT (continued) in matter of: Walter John BEDSER,
Name: PURNELL. Marjorie Joyce,
(Surname iz capitals)
5e Whilst I was employed by Mr. BEDSER, part of my

duties consisted of taking 'Lay=Byes', selling items, locking up the
Jewellery, securing the safe and about August or October of this year I
comuenced keeping his 'Receipt and Expenses’ Ledger. I have also paid

a few accounts and I also check the daily tskings end entered them into
the Ledger. On & Thursay evening I would check the receipts that being
the 'Lay-By' receipts that Mr, BEDSER, had made out and see that they were
correctly entered in the 'Lay-By' books. I never st any stage did any of
Mr, BEDSER'S Banking,

6. I am familisr with the lay out of the premises

at No, &4 Darcey Street, Psrramatta and although I knew that Mr. BEDSER,
had & small room abowe the office which he used for storing 'Lay-By' items
or stock and there was an old matress on the floor, I have never had an
occasion to enter this room., During the period of time that I was
employed by Mr. BEDSER, I have never seen him enter the room above his
office,

T During the past eighteen months I have been
starting work at 4p.m. and terminating 9p.m. of a Thursday evening and I
would be picked up by my husband,

a, About a couple of years ago Mr, BEDSER, advertised
for a young boy to help him move furniture, make deliveries and cle'n the
windows of the shop. A young Greek or Lebanese boy by the nemeof 'NP58|

NP58 , was employed by Mr. BEDSER, in this capacity and he

'main-d in such employment for about 12 montks or probably more., He was
only employed on a casusl basis, there were no set hours, except that he
would clean the windows each Thursday evening. During the period of time
that{NPS8) was employed by John BEDSER, he and Mr. BDESER, were on & friendly

basls with each other. There wes one occasion that iNP58went away with Mr,

..............

BEDSER, of a week-end it would have been a long time ago, I just can not
recall the exact date, I can not recall where they went to, but it was up
the country somewhere and they were looking & some furniture, At no time

whilst I was in th. shop did I see NPSsiand Mr, BEDSER, enter the room

.............

above his office, About twelve months ago Mrs,! NP59 | came to the
shop end she and Mr, BEDSER, went into the office and I think that there
may have been another womsn, it could have been Mrs, NP59 'S sister

or it could have been |NPss!S sister, I could hesr them taliing, but I could

not understand what thuy“n saying, they were talking quietly, They later
left the shop and Mr, BEDSER, told me that iNP58 was in a bit of trouble, he
said that he was trying to help and that \ss's mother was upset, thats all

that wes said, I can't say for sur-; but I don't think was employed by

John BEDSER after that evening, but he did esll inte the shop on a couple
Witness: m r} : Signature: __Méodéf _
T ;‘Il \-"la

St &40 Iy, West, O
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STATEMENT (continued) in matter of:__ Walter John BFDSER.
Name: _ PHRNELL,  Marjorie Joyce,

(Surpame in capitzls)

of nights, that would have been early on a Tharsday evening, but John had

gone home. Since the incldent canntrningimms?a mother and John BEDSER, I

not seen him since,

9. About six months ago on arriving at work I met a

_________________________

short about nineteen 01d,5'8", olive skin and he spoke good english, but
not partically well dressed, jeans and a 'T' ghirt usually. At the time
that I met this person he was standing on the outside of the counter and
John was standing on the other side, I saw this person in the shop on a
nusber of occasions after this, sometimes in theoffice, but I never seen
him or John BEDSER, coming or going from the room above the office. John

basis, but to the best of my knewledge they never went away together of a
week=-end, The last time that I saw * |47 " in the shop was about three
or four wecks ago and John BEDSER, was talking to him,

10, During the time that I was employed by Mr, BEDSER,
1 formed an opinion that he may have been an homosexusl, but don't ask me
why, I gust formed that opinion. He always said that he would never marry,

1. There was a period about four months agoe when three
or four senior school girls would comeinto the shop of a Thursdsy evening
and ask for John and when I mentioned it to John, he told me not to let
them stand around the shop and he said that they only come into to talk

and they drive him mad, I would say that these girls were about fourteen
or fifteen yeors of age, Greck or Lebanese appearance, I think that they
were wearing 2 green and white check summer dress uniform, They would call
into the shop about 4,30p.u. to 5p.m. each Thursday evening, that being

on the few occasions that they called to the shop to see John,

12, During the period of time that I was employed by

Mr, BIDSER, I can not recall eny arguments between himself and any

customer whilst I was present in the shop of a Thursday evening, John BEDSER
never memtioned to me that he had any trouble with any of his customers.

13. To the best of my knowledge Mr, BEDSER, never donated
to any Charity, but he did have a "LOINS! clubpfzz;;;;gj_hax on the counter
Witness: M (;_) ___ Signature: 7 _,ﬁ-:#_f_':-’(’

Sz 642l D, Wesl, GiiwgridMent Trinler E :
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STATEMENT (continued) in matter of: Walter John BEDSER,
Name: _ PURNELL,s Marjorie Joyce,

{Surname in capitals}

which you paid twenty cents for a packet of peppermints, but it would have
been a couple of months since that has been there,

14, ABOUT June of this year, Mr, John BEDSER employed
a man to elean his windows, I do not know his name, only that he issued
My, BEDSER, with a receipt for the sum of Five Dollars and signed the
receipt ' J.Russell'., There may be more particulars of thics man in one
of the books in the safe, I have never seen this man.

S

-

Witness:
St &420

i

D, Wet, Government Prinler



