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STILL WILDE ABOUT
OSCAR s,

GAY HATE MURDER?

KIRSTY MACHON

A mystery person scen with a
Surry Hills gay man two
nights before the man was
brutally bashed to death may
be the key to police investiga-
rions inko the murder.

Surry Hils Police are keen
to speak with tae person,
(pictured below right) believed
to be i his late teens, who was
seen in the victim's flat.

The body of James Meck,
51, was found m the ballway
of his 12th floor Honsing
Commissicn flat on the
morning of March 8. I3 was
first thonght Meck, who was
HIV paositive, may have died
fram a heart uuzu‘k, as there
wiere na signs of foreed entry
or d strugele,

Bur an autopsy revealed he
had died from a series of severe
Tdows ta the head and chest,
prabably afrer being panched
and kicked. A tizer’s eve style
ring and a watch, which he
hahitually wore, were missing
from his bady.

Palice, who belieye they
coald have a gay hate killing
on their hands, would like to
interview & young man under-
stood ta have been in Mesk's
flat latc on the Monday cvening
before he died. They have
provided so idenvikiz sketch.
Ihe man was wearing bagey
dark grey shorts and a dack
sloppy joe, and was ot medium
height. Meek's friends have
been unahle 1o confirm his
identity.

It is understond Meek was
last seen entering tae North-
cott flats in Belvair Strect at
Succy Hills, at about 8§ 30pm

STARRING HIMSELF o i M 1 o
Sydney diva and mistress of soul and song Paul Capsis contemplates the future after a brilliant Mardi Gras | et Valking his dog,

. . A o S . PU[N.L 4rc anxious to
season. See: The Shimmering Voices Within in Pink. e PHOTO AMIE DUNBAR | Jotermine his movements

later that cvening.

Carol Anne King, a closc
Irignd, said she nad spoken ro
Meek for an hour on the phone
on the Manday night befoze he
dieel. Te had heen expected at
King's house the following day
— hue didn’t shew.

“That was vitally impere-
ant.” King said. “Hc was so
reliable, vou could ser vaur
watch 1o it, | stareed calling at
about 2,30 i the afrernoan —
no answer,”

King, and the manager of
the aparemenr block, who was
friendly with Meck, raised the
alarm on the Wednesday
MOCINg.

Policc gained cntry inta the
unit, where they fonnd Meek’s
hody.

Detectives say they remain
particularly puzeled by the
apparent absence of a struggle.
They are working on two
pussible theories — taat Meek
was bashed in the flat and died
there, or that he was beaten
elsewhere, and managed to
return home before collapsing
from his injuries.

Sergeant Tanos, from Surey

(continued page 5»)

In the good times.
| In the bad times

That’s what friends are for
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AIDS groups win
on eye saving drug

IR

People at risk of HIV-related
blindness will have access to an
experimental oral version of
the drug ganciclovir, after
manchs of frustrated lobbying.

Pharmaccatical  heavy-
weights Roche will supply thé
drug, used o rrea
cveomeégalovirs 1 2
uan, through a Clinigal Trml.
lemnu on (CTN] protocel.
Under this scheme, hospital-

haced el OrmiEees must
approve the Roche pratocel,
so it could srill be some weeks

betare che [lirst
actuglly beaefit,

It will be available te
paticnts who have intections or
camplicarians feam the lizensed,
intravenous, versien of the
drug. 1t will also be available
as a prophylaxis (prevention)
for those at risk of che
devastating infeciion: parients

patients

wizh less than 100 CDM cells,
who have had a previous AIDS
defining illness, and all HIV
posicive perple with CD4
commts mmder S(0

Treatment activists warn,
howerver, -h:
carefully
CMY b
which is

mghlir toxic and car.

have scrious side cffeers,

AIDS X editor, Lyle Chan,
who has pursued this issue for
monchs, is “happy
decision, f he

with the
which he said may
stened by pressure

crivists,

Rouae cok a public rela-
tions pound:ing last vear when
the Direcen: af Scientific
Affairs at Syneex, a company
bough[ out by Reche and
which manufectures ganci-
clavir, told the Star Chbserver
LMY was not Efe-threatenmg.

Chan satd Rache's deciston
may have been speeded by

» from page one

Hills Police, told the Star Observer
police were keeping their options

open an whecher they were investigating a gay hare killing:
“prubably more so than not at this stage,” he said. ‘They also say
it is possible he was the victim of a random assault and robbery.
“He was apparzntly very active sexually,” Tanos saic, “so
perhaps it was someone he knew.”
King described Meck, a volunecer fur the Peaple Living with

and Affected by HIY and AIDS Luncheon Club, as *

a beautiful

man”, She was devastared by the news of his murder.
“He had such a wonderful attitude ta [his HIY mfectnn]:

don’t give up,” she said, =

He was une of thase elders of the com-

munity, so dearly loved by the young ones.”
“'He was a treasne — and now, the world has one less pood person.™

This is the choilce

promising data on anecher
drug, valaciclovir, shown in
preliminary studies te have a
MV benefir.
cision to make the
drug availakle through the
CTN protacol, rather than the
Special Access Scheme {SAS)
should see the drug more
widely available,

Dr Kate Clezy, of the
National Centre for HIVIAIDS
Epideminlogy and Cliaical
Rescarck, confirmed St Vin-
cent’s Hospital had received
the protocol. Bur echics com-
mittes approval could rake
seven weeks,

“4 lot of these committees
meet every two months oF every
taree months,™ said Chan,
fore: shadowmg pumnk delays.
Reche's Medical Disector,
David Kmgston, said CTN had
been chosen, “because once an
ethics commitiee has approved
the protocol, it's appraved far
evervbody,”

“Undzr SAS, ic has to be
approved tor patieat atrer
panient,” he saud.

Asked about the rele
acrivism had played iu the
approval, he replied:
1sm has some ¢ HL‘L(
lon the approval] Bur one
saouldn't overvalue it. To a
cesrain exrent, we would cry
an:l doon nn compassianate
yronils anvway. These chings
are never purely an Australian
decision."

Lesbian artist Maree Azzopardi has chosen well known local politico, Susan Harben,

as her subject for a portrait the 1995 Archibald Prize.
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Dempsey murder: archer sought

KIRSTY MACHON

Detectives are  pursuing
“positive lines of inquiry” into
the murder of gay man Srephen
Dempscy following the
macabre revelation that he died
from a single arrow wound to
the chest.

Bur they have criricised
alarmist news reports which
appeared last week claiming a
hate killer could be stalking
gay men.

Derectives made the unex-
pected announcement about
the cause of Dempsey's death
last week. They remain tight
lipped about the kind of bow
or arrow used, hut it is
understood to have been shot
from a long bow at reasonably
close range.

In November 1993, two
men bushwalking in the area
where Dempsey was last seen,
were confronted by a man
armed with a long bow and a
quiver of arrows. They fled in
terror and reported the inci-
dent to nearby Collaroy police.
P'olice would not comment on
the archer’s deseription.

They believe a2 man
similarly armed with a bow
and quiver was seen in the area
when Dempsey went missing
on Aungust 2 last vear.

Dempsey, 34, disappeared
from Beep Creek, a heaat
surrounded by isolated bush-
land, in Sydney’s leafy
northern subnrb of Narrabeen.
A hat, a boat and sunglasses
had been the only clues
recovered wntil his torse,

bound in chicken wire, was
washed ashare ar a secluded
Pittwater Bay in December.

Detectives remain equivocal
on whether the Dempsey
murder was motivated by gay
hate. Detective Senior Sergeant
lan Lynch has accused ceveral
gay callers of hampering
investigations by insisting
police treat the case as an ani-
gay murder. One caller is
understood to be complaining
to the palice internal affairs
unit.,
“They're thinking that the
police aren’t doing the right
thing for the pay community
by louking at this thing from
the broadest possible range,”
Lynch said. “We ger quite
frustrated. We're trying ro
work together on this.”

As an Independent, I pledge that:

¢ My first and only loyalty is tu the community.
No party machine tells me whal o do!
I will continue to work wich you to build on the gains we
have made together over the past seven years: combatting

homophobia, discrimination, violence and harrassment, In

In fighting to protect your rights.

T will continue o be a third force, forcing the major partics to

Clover Moore’s Pledge

The Labor Candidate’s

Pledge

“T herehy pledge myself to comply with the rules of the

Australian Labor Party (NSW Branch).”

“I also pledge myselt an all occasions to da my utmost to ensure

improving services for people living with HIV/AIDS,

act on the gay, lesbian, transgender and HINV/AILDS issues that
hath Libersl and Labor would rather ignoze.

the carrying out of die principles embodied i the Lalor
Platform, and on all such questions fo vote as a majority of the
Labar Party may decide at a caucus meeting.”

Labor Party rules require all endoracd candidates to asign the
above pledge. On geveral eccasions this pledge has requirad
Labar MP's and councillors to betray the interests of gay men and

lesbians, and pecple living with HIV and AIDS.

...and remember, the Liberal candidate’s pledges are only as good as the National Party will allow
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This Saturday, let's choose Clover

Vote m Clover Moore

SYDNEY STAR OBSERVER Thursday March 23, 1995 5§



