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BONDI POLICE SEEK THE PUBLIC'S ASSISTANCE REGARDING 

A DECEASED MALE BODY FOUND UNDER CLIFFS AT SOUTH BONDI. 

NPL.0100.0002.0030 

2,7:!>2-

' / 7-

About 10.00am on Thursday 23rd November 1989, the deceased. body 

of John Alan RUSSELL 31 years old, a resident of Bondi was found 

lying fully clothed in a Rock pool below a 12 metre cliff at 

South Bondi. The area in question is a small Bay south of the Bondi 

Swimming Baths and Notts avenue. There is a footpath which runs around 

the Bay along to a Headland Point known as Mackenzies Point. The area 

where the body was found is below Marks Park and a set of steps which 

leads up to Fletcher street, South Bondi. 

Police enquiries reveal that Mr Russell had been drinking with a 

friend at the Bondi Hotel up until 11.00pm on wednesday evening 

the 22nd November 1989. His movements from that time until 10am on 

Thursday the 23rd No vember 1989 when the body was found are - not known. 

Any person who may have seen or spoken to Mr Russell during those hours 

is requested to contact Police. 

Any person who was in the vicinity of the footpath surrounding the 

small Bay just south of Notts avenue and may have seen Mr Russell 

(photograph attached) is requested to contact Bondi Police Station 

on 30.7060 or 30.2841. Any information received will be in confidence 

Description 

a 

't 

Mr Russell is described as being 31 years old, 

1.62 cms tall or 5 ft 4" inches tall, 

slim build, brown hair, wearing faded blue jeans with 

a horizontal tear across each knee, a Red Sloppy joe 

which has 3 beer motif patches swen on,the front, one 

on each arm and 3 on the back of the Sloppy joe. 

Wearing Black Gym boots. 
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Bondi Ex - M/B 13/A 150 857 
Job 89/2386 Rec at CSU 1/12/89 2220hrs from Sgt Adrian INGLEBY 
R left pub 11/2 was to inherit $100,000 (was a homosexual) 

[44 mt AtiPz/ `2/ a/o k4 A 261T-1 

thLker ,t. C.,.2.76‹,t 1,, Vrp) 
• Pit-f 

2. 2. . 9 ?Z71“, 1. sets, 

2 ,vA, 41A .1,1f3 6„ 

r 7:1°- " c-(. 411,"-°1 cfc ,,r ki  c.14. gr—, 

l_C-• 2. q,0 

2

sA ,De4 McGN04 ,21 • e• :s 

Copy Photo done MAR/FRP 7/12/89 DEVB26859 
8/12 Request B27001 for 3/5x7 enlarged from reader Photo copied 
2330 9/12/89 Rang Adrian I re above - Dummy to be dressed/Photo by RUS..? 

2.2.90 Request B27166 for 2 sets 5" x 5" prints 

2 sets photos requested by Det Sally Dunbar for Coroners Court 20.2.90 
2 sets 7" x 7" prints & box clothing picked up by C.A. Brooks 20.2.90 
1 set 7" x 7" prints to Det Steve McCann Homicide Squad 27.8.90 via KHO..? 
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SCIENTIFIC ETA 

Occurrence: Death — Susp 
Location: Opposite to Fletcher Street, Bondi 
Tamarama Beach at cliffs also 
at Marks Park — Mackenzie Point 

Owner/victim: RUSSELL John Alan 31 
Police in charge: Const Mick BARRETT Station: Bondi 
Scientific Staff: RIVERAICC 
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Further Particulars: Attend with OIC + other police - found by workman 

on renovating site - face down - clothes wet - tide on way in 
Photos pose? generally - body lying in sand depression 
In large flat rock area Coins on rock all around - Had to have been 

in hands Cigarette Pack (14 left) + Blue gas cigarette lighter further...? 

rock face - (floated there) 
Flat body - Position etc 
Broken L elbow - R wrist - laceration to L temple -

NO OTHER TRAUMA - Photo - 
Body recovered 
Photo cliff top Path .12.1 above Rocks plateau 
Could have walked down steps (nearby) along path and fell off (alcohol) -
Jumped off - Pushed and fell 
Fingerprints Sent: Some small amount damaged veg at cliff top 
Result: See Dr Schnarts - Body to be screened first. 
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Further Particulars: Sgt INGLEBY 
Attend CSU - Browse clothing of deceased 

- Cleaned 
- For fitting to display model 
+ Photo of deceased No...? 

Scene - Attendance Date: 2/12/89 Time: 2130/2230 

Further Particulars: to Bondi Stn 
See Sgt Ingleby 2150 
Handed 2 more Photos - (1 more to come) 

to scene at Notts avenue park 
walk path to scene of face - moderate light 
tide out - visibility good for condition 

NP 1232 D. WEST Government Printer. 
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Both legs straight toes pointed down - lower rock level 
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50c coin near chest 
$1 coin nearby 
20c 2m w of body 
20c 2.5m w of body 
50c lm s of body 
Cigarette pack away m into cliff face 
Blue c lighter away m into cliff face 
Coke Bottle (V/...?) on top of rock
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Blue C/lighter 
full Cricketers Club NSW 

1'` Floor 
11 Barrack St City 
267-5861 
Stuyvesant 20's 

Lt Blue jeans No Belt well worn) wet 
Black Gym Boots wet clean worn soles 
Red L/s round neck jumper 
No watch 
No rings 
Rigor m 
Lividity correct at stomach/tips of fingers 
Pressure Points consistent 
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Move Body 1210 
Grey po? Red/blue 
D/Blue/white check boxer shorts 
In R rear hip pocket - National Aust Bank Card Wallet 

Transaction Book 
Transaction Slip 
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No foreign trauma 
To body 
Except from fall 
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Broken L Elbow 
R Wrist 
100/150 gash to L temple 

Body Removed 1230 
total of path 1235 
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L/20 

1600 1620 
Morgue with Dr S — Not Crim Susp 
To be screened 
A Homosexual Pick Up Point 
PM possibly Mon/Tues 
I/D to be confirmed 
1645 Rang OIC at Bondi told above 
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89/2332 
2/4/91 Steve MCCANN 

X54230 Sue EMMETT 
Hair on hand 
check your exhibits 
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24/1/90 -0930-
HAIR on HAND 
Index Finger 
Thumb 
Picked Up 
Into Big Plastic Bag 

B/A ?? —
1 m later similar  assault 
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BONDI POLICE SEEK THE PUBLIC'S ASSISTANCE REGARDING 

A DECEASED MALE BODY FOUND UNDER CLIFFS AT SOUTH BONDI. 

About 10.00am on Thursday 23rd November 1989, the deceasectbody 

of John Alan RUSSELL 31 years old, a resident of Bondi was found 

lying fully clothed in a Rock pool below a 12 metre cliff at 

South Bondi. The area in question is a small Bay south of the Bondi 

Swimming Baths and Notts avenue. There is a footpath which runs around 

the Bay along to a Headland Point known as Mackenzies Point. The area 

where the body was found is below Marks Park and a set of steps which 

leads up to Fletcher street, South Bondi. 

Police enquiries reveal that Mr Russell had been drinking with a 

friend at the Bondi Hotel up until 11.00pm on wednesday evening 

the 22nd November 1989. His movements from that time until 10am on 

Thursday the 23rd No vember 1989 when the body was found are not known., 

Any person who may have seen or spoken to Mr Russell during those hours 

is requested to contact Police. 

Any person who was in the vicinity of the footpath surrounding the 

small Bay just south of Notts avenue and may have seen Mr Russell 

(photograph attached) is requested to contact Bondi Police Station 

on 30.7060 or 30.2841, Any information received will be in confidence 

Description 

a 

Mr Russell is described as being 31 years old, 

1.62 ems tall or 5 ft 4" inches tall, 

slim build, brown hair, wearing faded blue jeans with 

a horizontal tear across each knee, a Red Sloppy joe 
4 

which has 3 beer motif patches swan en, the front, one 

on each arm and 3 on the back of the Sloppy joe. 

Wearing Black Gym boots. 
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