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The investigation of the mysterious death of
at least one man near Tamarama took an
unusual turn this week.

A number of onlookers gathered on Sunday
morning near Marks Park as police dropped
a weighted dummy from a coastal cliff to
determine whether one of the victims fell or was
pushed to his death.
The exercise was part of Operation Taradale,
an ongoing investigation into the
n disappearance of 25-year-old Ross Warren
and the suspicious death of 31-year-old John
Russellin 1983.
Warren, a news presenter from Wollongong,
was last seen by friends on 22 July 1989. His
car was later found near Marks Park while his
car keys were found on a rock shelf below the
Tamarama reserve.

The vo&, of Russell was amnoé..mn on 24
November 1989 below a cliff at Marks Park.
The E.mso:m night he had spent at a hotel
with friends celebrating news of a large
inheritance.

“It's been more than a decade since Mr
Warren's disappearance and the suspicious
death of Mr Russell, but police are still trying
to piece together information which may
solve these crimes,” said Detective Inspector
Terry Dalton of Rose Bay Police. He noted that
Operation Taradale was established not only
toinvestigate these cases but a series of other
serious assaults near Marks Park in the late
1980's.

“Changes to policing and technology in the
last 10 years are assisting Operation Taradale’s

investigation. DNA testing is currently being
conducted on 2 number of exhibits relating to

._or: w_._mmm= s death. Hair samples mo::m on Mr
Russell'shand may belongto an offender. Dalton
said.

NSW Police Gay and Lesbian Client Group
Consultant, Sue Thompson, added that
investigators had also received information
indicating that Warren and Russell may have
been targeted by their attacker because they
were members of the gay community.

“We suspect there may have been other
attacks against members of the gay
community near Marks Park that weren't
reported by the victims due to fears of sexual
prejudice or ostracism,” Thompson stated.

Accordingly, police have appealed to the
public to assist them with any information
that could lead to solving the case..

Call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
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