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The truth at last

STACY FARRAR

olice will name 24 peo-

ple belisved to have

been invalved in 4 saries

of gay hato crimes in the
\ate 19305 at a coronial inquest
aextyea.

In @ week of hate crime
neadlines, Paddingtan Police
nave announced they are
ready to go ahead with an
nquest into the bashing

deaths or disappearances of |

sbx gay men from 1987 w 1990,
Tk

after NSW oppasttion
-eader Jon Brogden called for
A 25 -pereent . commilsary
increase i sentences for hate
srimes.

Detective Sezpeant Stephen
2age has led Operation Tara-
dale investigating ant-gay
aolence in tae late 1980s, for
he past swn years

Puge told the Szar Padding.
‘o Felice had teen working
stownd hie dock on guest
areparatons. taking 400 state-
Tents from wamesses, victums
nd perpetrators of ant-gay
wnlencein thelate 1680s,

Pelice will meet with the
oroner to discuss who wil
zive evidencs at the inquest.
ne of e potendal witnesses
-3 a cwrent frst grade foot-
Jaller, Pege said,

The inquest will also hear of
nossible links between the six
cases, Page said.

Of the six victims, wn were
dushied W deats in Alexandria

rk, Alexandria, wo were
 dead at the battom of
arourd Marks Park
marama, on2 was forwnd in
Aison Park, Randwick, anc
die suth, Wellongong. news-
eadet Russ Warren's budy, was
not Tound.

His wallet was later founc
a0 a g lecge st the bottore
>f a [amarama cliff.

Fibsee are stll invesugating
¥ weses anxt have called for

€ annourcement came |

Alax Sosnov ... ‘Hato
crimec oro about sending
2 message o a communl-
ty, rather than about an
individual. Anything that
works to racognise this Is
a good thing.”

witnesses to any anti-gay vio-
lznce in the eastern subtbs ‘o
come forward. Anyone with
information should confact
Paddington Police on 8356
8299,

As Operation Taradale re-
emerged in the media, NSW
Opposition  ieader  Jokn
Brogden was coming under
fire for calling for 25 percent
extra sentencing in crimes
where hate was proved to Hca
muolvadng (actoc.

Brogden made the call in
reaction to public outrage over
reperted race links in gang
sape trials, but told the Szar it
would also cover gay-hate
crimes,

“The mnessage we are Gyiog
0 sead by this is we live n a
tolerant and peacefu. and
open country” he said.

"No-one should be partcu-
larly singled out becausa of

their race, religion, age o: sex-
ual otientation. This sends-a
message to the perpetrators of
hate crimes that we will not
tolerate thelr crimes. 1 want
sormeone who has been raped
to have the satisfaction of
sending the 1apist to jail for a
long rime.”

The changes would spply to
upcoming wials and noat in
cases where life sentences
were handed down.

' The Gay and Lesbian Legal
Rights Lobby has suppored
the call for tougher penaldes.

Lobby co-convencr Alex -
Sosnov sald the ‘proposal

“acknowledged - thag hate

crimes are diferent to »ther

crimes",

“llate erdmes are ebout
sending @ mewsge o 8 Lo
munity, rather tian about an
individual. Arything tnat
works to recognise this is a
gaod “hing," Sesnav sald

Sosnov said there was also a

despernee need ‘or mare sup- |

portscivices ia the coutts and
the communiy for vicdme of
hate crimes.

But Attorney-General Bod
Cebus has slammed tae pro-
posal calling it a "knee Jerz
tesponse” and an "llogical,
yynical  anc  unworcabls
stunt, :

An, ofticial from Debuss
office expiained - judges were
already compelled to take hate
into consideration while san-
tenclng and the courte hai
systems in place to punisa
offendes appiuprately,

“Obviously crimes of this
nature  are  particularly
heinous, and we do not kave 2
leruent approach,” he said.

“But there are problems
with this propesal. What doca
comstitute o hate cebue aud
why should vicims of other
crimes be treared differentlv?’

Have your say at
wwiv.asonat.cam.au.

- HATE CRIMES INQUEST READY 0 GO

P . t .
-~ Positive se
| Anew booklet from the ALDS Councll of NSW explores practcal end ettdal concerns

t
Facing HIV-positive men in zelation 0 sex. Researcher Kane Kace (picmurec above vith |
frizrds) took a closer leok at HIV-Positive Gay Sex. Sea slory page § » "
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